TIENG HAT CUA NHAN NGU ...

| came like Water, and like Wind | go!

Nguyén Duy Chinh




TUMOT TIENG HAT TREN BIEN CA ...

O chuong 30 bd Y Thién D6 Long Ky, Kim Dung di cho mét ¢6 gai dang mé man trong con sot
héat hai cau:

Lai nhir heu thity hé, thé nhw phong,
Bat tri ha xi# lai hé, ha s¢ chung.
A dm i K 7 4o B
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Hai cu tho nay theo nhu chii thich cua tac gia 1a ban dich mot tac pham tir tiéng Ba Tu ctia nha
tho Quach Mat Nhuoc. Doan dé cua Kim Dung dich ra nhu sau:

... An Ly héat khtc hat d6 réi, sau do lai thém mét bai khac, lan nay tieng ca hét sizc nguy
bi, khong gidng diéu hat Trung Thé chit nao, nghe cho kj thdy tir ¥ ciing gidng nhie khiic
hat cia Tiéu Chiéu:

Dén nhur meoc chay xudi khe,
Di nhir gié cuon biét vé noi nao.
Cugc doi nhu thé chiém bao,
Vé dau réi sé ra sao bay chir?

Nang c:# hat di hat lgi hai cu dy mai, cang lGc cang nhé dan, dén khi tiéng hat Ian vao
tiéng song, tieng gié khéng con nghe thdy gi niza. Moi ngieoi nghi dén sinh tir vo thuwrong,
cBi nhan sinh nhuw nuéc sdng chay mai khong hiéu tir ddu ma dén, dau cho anh hing hao
kiét ciing khong ai qua khéi diroc céi chét, cd khac gi gié mat kia chang biét théi vé noi
nao.

Thém xubng mot chit ciing chinh Kim Dung giai thich nguyén ay cua hai ciu tho nay mugn 10i
ké cua Ta Tén:

.. Minh gido truyén tir Ba Tw, khiic hat Ba Tiw ndy c¢é uyén nguyén véi Minh gido nhung
khong phdi 1a bai ca cia Minh gi4o. Bai hat nay 1a do mét vi thi nhan rat néi tiéng cua
Ba Tw hon hai tram nam truéc day tén la Nga Mdc lam, nghe néi nguoi Ba Tw ai ai ciing
biét ca. Nam xuea khi ta nghe khiic hat ndy thay hay qué nén c6 héi Han phu nhan vé lai
lich cuia bai ca, ba ta co ké rd rang dau dudi cho ta nghe.

Ngay d6 dai triét gia ciia Ba T la DA Mang mé trieong day hoc, mén ha cé ba dé ti: kiét
xuat: Nga Mdc gidi vé van hoc, Ni Nhuroc Mau gisi vé chinh tri con Hodce Son gidi vé vd
cOng. Ba nguroi hop tinh nhau nén ciing thé wéc néu giau sang sé khong quén nhau. Vé
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sau Ni Nhwroc Mau dwong may rong ruéi diroc 1am Thu teéng ciia Gido Vieong. Hai
ngueoi ban ci cing téi, Ni Nhweoc Mau Xin véi Gido Vieong phong quan chirc cho Hodc
Son. Nga Mdc khéng muén 1am quan, chi xin mgt mon tién bong hang nam dé ¢4 thi gio
nghién cuzu thién van lich S0, uéng ruwoU ngam tho. Ni Nhwroc Mau moli viéc déu ung
thugn, déi xir that hau hi.

Ngo ddu Hodc Son van mang hung tam khéng chiu ¢ dudi nguwoi khac, &m mueu phan
logn. Viéc y 1am that bai bén két tu dong dang vao trong ndi thanh mét th: 1anh tong phai
uy chdn thién ha, goi la phdi Y Tuw My Lwong chuyén dm sat giét nguoi. Thoi Thap Tuw
Quéan, nguwoi Tay Vuc khi n6i dén tén Son Trung 130 nhan Hodc Son, khong ai la khdng
kinh so. Thoi dé vua cdc meéc Tay Vuc bi chét vé tay cac thu ha ciia Hode Son khong
biét bao nhiéu ma ké.

Han phu nhan ndi rang, bén phia cuc tay ngoai bién khoi c6 mét dai quéc, tén 1a Anh
Cdch Lan, vua meéc @6 1a Ai Birc Hoa ¢6 16i véi Son Trung 180 nhan by y sai ngwoi hanh
thich. Qudc virong bi triing dao tam thuéc déc, may nho vicong hdu xd than cizu chang,
hit chdt déc ¢ vét thwong ra, nho thé nha vua méi thoat chét. Hode Son chang ké gi dén
an nghia ngay xwa, lai sai nguoi giét chét Thi tuong Ba Tur la Ni Nhroc Mau. Khi sdp
chét, Thii reéng ngém bai tho cuia Nga Mdc, chinh 12 hai cu “Bén nhir nuéc chay hé, di
nhir gié, Ai biét vé dau hé, réi ra sao?”. Han phu nhan ciing c6 ndi rang vé sau vo cong
cua Son Trung L&o Nhan do Minh giao hoc duoc. Ba si gid Ba Tw v0 cong quéi d; lg
lung, cé lé hoc tir Son Trung [0 nhan.

(Y Thién D6 Long Ky, ch. 30 — Kim Dung, ban dich Nguyén Duy Chinh)

*

... DEN MOT NHA THO BA TU

Hai cu tho trén duoc nhiéu nguoi xem nhu mot cau hoi nhan sinh mai méai di tim cau tra 10i.
Thé nhung cau chuyén ké trén dwa vao dau hay chi 1a mot trong nhitng dat sy ma Kim Dung
tudng tugng ra dé thém phan hap dan. Chinh nguoi viét ciing da thic mac trong mot thoi gian dai
va c6 1& khong bao gid dé y dén nira néu khong 1am cong viéc dich lai bo Y Thién B Long Ky.

Cir theo Kim Dung, Nga Mic & vao khoang hon 200 niam trude thoi dai cua bo Y Thién Db Long
Ky, ma bo truyén nay lay béi canh cudi doi Nguyén (thé ky thir 14) nghia 1a nha tho nay séng
vao khoang cudi thé ky thir 11, dau thé ky thi 12.

Nga Mac day 1a Omar Khayyam (1048-1123)* mot nha tho rat ndi tiéng ciia Ba Tu vai cai tén
dai ngoang ngoing la Ghiyathuddin Abulfath Omar bin Ibrahim al-Khayyami — ma nghia caa né

! Encyclopaedia Britannica ghi la 1122



|a Omar, con trai ciia Abraham, nguoi ché tao léu (tent-maker). Ong gdc ngudi Naishapur ving
Khorassan va khi con tré ciing 1am nghé cua cha nhung da thanh danh dé dwoc hau thé nhic dén
nhu mot thi si, toan hoc gia, thién van gia, triét gia rat noi tiéng. Nhiéu cong trinh thién vin cua
6ng rat chinh xac dén murc ching ta ngay nay phai kinh ngac. Nhiing khi ranh rdi 6ng ciing 1am
nhitng bai tho tir tuyét (quatrain), mdi bai bon cau dién ta quan niém nhan sinh c6 nhiéu suy nghi
khéc han vai tin tuong cua duong thoi: 6ng khong may quan tam dén sau khi chét, va da dam
tuyén b mot cau rat hién sinh: Ta, chinh ta ddy, 1a Thién Buong va Dia Nguc (1, myself, am
Heaven and Hell).

Ong duoc Nizam ul-Mulk (Ni Nhuoc Mau) 1a qubc su caa vua Malik-Shah, moi vé triéu, va nha
vua dat trong coi va thiét 1ap mot dai thién van dé tinh toan lich sé. Trong chinh mot ban ty su
(Wasiyat hay Testament) cta chinh Nizdm ul-Mulk di tran thuat moi viéc nhu sau:

... Mgt trong nhizng nha thdng thai vi dai nhdt cia Khorassan 1a Imam Mowaffak tai
Naishapur, mét ngueoi dioc nhan dan yéu mén va kinh né — véi an sung ciia Thirong Dé
s0i roi linh hon dng nén da tho dén ngodi tam mwoi nhdm va nguoi ta tin rang nhing ai
doc kinh Koran va hoc héi véi dng déu dat duroc danh vong ciing hgnh phic. Chinh vi thé
cha tdi da guri tdi dén hoc véi ngai va duwgc thiong yéu véi biét nhan nén da hoc ¢ day toi
bon nam.

Khi tdi téi ddy, cé hai ngwoi Khac ciing trac tugi toi ciing vira dén. Mot nguroi 1a Hakim
Omar Khayyam (Nga Mac) va nguroi kia 1a Hasan Ben Sabbéah (Hodc Son 1034-1124).
Ca hai déu lanh loi va nhiéu nang lwc nén ba ching tdi két thanh bgn tam giao. Khi
Imam bai 16p, ching tdi thirong gép nhau dé on lgi bai vira méi hoc. Omar qué ¢
Naishapur con cha cia Hasan Ben Sabbah thi 1a mér nguei song dao dirc va nghiém
khéc nhung tinh khi hoi khdc thirong. Mét hdm Hasan néi véi toi va Khayydm: “Nguoi ta
bao rang nhitng nguoi hoc trd cia Imam Mowaffak sé thanh danh. Nhuw thé mét trong
chdng ta sau nay sé giau c0 vdy minh c6 nén woc hen voi nhau chang? ”. Chung t6i hoi:
“Thé nguwoi muon gi?”. Y ddp: “Minh hdy ldp mét loi nguyeén, sau nay khi ai kham kha
thi ngueoi do sé chia xé dong déu véi hai ngueoi kia va khdng danh déc quyén gi cho minh
cd”. Chiing t0i dong y. Nhiéu nam troi qua va toi di tir Khoranssan dén Transoxiana, tir
Ghazni d@én Cabul; dé khi trg vé toi 1am viéc hanh chanh va 1én @én chic tong ly trong
ngi céc thoi Tiéu Vieong Alp Arslan.

Ciing trong bai ty thuat nay, 6ng ké tiép vé viéc hai nguoi ban cii sau nay da tim gap 6ng dé yéu
cau thi hanh 1oi hira thua con di hoc. Vi Québc Su (Vizier) da vui vé bang long. Hasan xin mot
chuc vu trong chinh quyén va Quéc Vuong di chap thuan 16i yéu cau cua quéc su nhung y
khdng thoéa mén va va that bai trong muu toan soan doat vai trd caa Nizam ul-Mulk phai bo trdn.
Hasan sau d6 tro thanh 1anh tu caa nhém khang bé Ismailiyah -- mot nhém Hai gido ly khai cuc
doan tir Ai Cap truyén sang Ba Tu — chuyén ding nhitng thi doan &m mudi va tan &c véi y dinh
cudp chinh quyén.



Bon khung b nay c6 nhiéu chi phai, trong d6 nhdm do Hasan Ben Sabbah 14nh dao da c6 thoi da
kiém soat mot khu vuc rong 16n trong day nai Elburz (giia Iran va Syria), anh huéng manh trong
tang 16p tho thuyén va dan lao dong. Nam 1090, y chiém duoc lau dai Alam(t trong tinh Radbar

& ddy nai nam doc bién Caspian va tir cian cir nay ni danh trong thai Thap Tu Quan (Crusade).

Theo t6 chic caa nhom Ismailiyah ngudi dirng dau caa ho dugc goi 1a Son Chu (Shaykhdl-Jabal
- Mountain Chief), rdi tir chit ndy Thap Tu Quan dich thanh le Vieux (l4o gia) hay Old Man of
the Mountains (ma Kim Dung dich 1a Son Trung L&o Nhan). Trong thoi ky huy hoang, Hasan da
séng nhu mot tiéu vuong gitra nhiing rang ndi cao:

.. L3o gia sai quay mét thung liing giiza hai ngon nii lgi dé bién noi @6 thanh mét khu
vieon, khu vieon 10 16n va dep dé nhat ma nguoi ta co thé thdy dwoc, trong trong dii logi
cay an trai. Nhiéu 1au dai va dinh thy do s¢ va trang 1é nhdt nguoi ta co thé dung 1én, tat
cd deu dat vang va nhiing bizc tranh 1éng ldy. C6 nhizng dong suéi chay dady rwou hay
si7a, Mdt va nwedc, Va rdt nhiéu phu niz, nhitng dan ba dep nhat trén doi, biét choi dii logi
nhac khi, hat thdt ém tai va nhay mua cuc ky duyén dang. Lao gia qud musn nhiing than
dan cua 6ng ta coi day la Thién Bang thanh thu dng tao dung ding nhw nhirng gi tién tri
Mahomet miéu td nuoc troi ...

Khong mét ai dueoc quyén burdc chan vao khu vieon ngogi trir nhitng nguoi ¢6 y muon tro
thanh Ashishin. C6 mét birc thanh chdn gi ngay cira vao du sirc ngan chan cd thé gidi,
ngoai ra khong con 1i nao khéc. Ong ta gii noi triéu dinh mét sé thanh nién, tir muoi
hai dén hai muoi tuéi va ké cho ho nghe vé Thién Buong nhur ngdy xwa Mahomet da 1am,
va ho tin vao dng ta chang khac ndo nguroi Saracens tin vao dang tién tri.

Hasan mé hoic déng dang bang mot loai cly ¢ chat ma tay tén 1a hashish khién nguoi ding né
bi a0 giac theo céach thic sau day:

.. Ong dwea nhém nguoi dé vao vieon — bon, sau hay mieoi ngwoi mét — bang cach cho ho
uong mét logi mé dwoc khién cho ho thiép di réi cho ngwoi khiéng vao thanh thi khi tinh
lgi thi dd ¢ trong vieon réi. Khi tinh lgi thay minh ¢ mét noi tuyét diéu qua nén ai cing
nghi minh da dwoc 1&n Thién Dang. Nhiing phu nir va dong trinh kia au yém véi ho va
cho ho tdt ca nhizng gi ma mét thanh nién ham mudén, va vi thé chang mét ai mudn bé di.

Nguoi dugc 1é€nh di thi hanh viéc am sat duoc goi 1a Hashshashin (nguoi hat hashish hay opiate
of hemp-leaves) va chir nay da bién thanh chit assassin trong tiéng Anh.?

2 V& tir nguyén (etymology) ctia chir assassin cho dén nay van con nhiéu tranh lun. C6 ngudi thi cho ring bét ngudn
tir Hassaniyytn c6 nghia 12 “nguoi theo Hasan™; Caseneuve thi lai nghi c6 lién quan dén chit sedx (con dao) trong
Anglo-Saxon; Gébélin lai bao 1a tir chit Shahinshéh (vua cua cac vi vua). Giai thich dugc nhiéu ngudi chdp nhan
nhéit do Sylvestre de Sacy la tir cdy thuéc Hashish (Indian hemp hay Cannabis Indics) va du nhdp vao Au Chau do
cac Thap Ty Quan (Crusaders) dé bién thanh Assassini, Assessini, Assissini, Heissessini, Hashishin ... Edward G.
Browne: A Literary History of Persia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1956) tr. 204-5



Vi vieong gia d6 — ma chlng toi goi 1a 140 gia — duy tri triéu dinh cia dng mét cach huy
hoang va cao sang nhir thé, khién cho nhitng ké ngo nghéch kia tin twong tuyét déi rang
ong la dang tién tri. Mdi khi 6ng muén gu#i mét ashishin di cong tac, dng sé sai nguoi cho
ké dang & trong viron uong mét thang mé dwoc roi khiéng han vao dinh. Khi ga thanh
nién tinh lgi ¢ trong 1au dai ma khong con ¢ trong Thién Duong niza, y cam thay hut
hdng. Sau d6 y duwoc dan vao gdap 140 gia, vai chao hét site cung kinh tweng rang ding
trieéc mgt dang tién tri thuec.

Vieong gia méi hoi y tir dau dén, y tra 1oi & tir Thién Duong, noi ma giong y nhw nhing
gi dang Mahomet da miéu ta trong thanh kinh. Viéc d@6 khién cho nhing ai dang ¢ trong
triéu, va nhitng nguwoi chiea dwroc chdp nhan, thém thuong mong duoc vao Thién Duong.

Va nhie thé, néu 180 gia muon giét mét tiéu vieong nao, 6ng ta chi ndi véi chang thanh
nién:

“Nguoi hay di giét ké do ké dé va khi ngwoi tro \ai day cac thién than cua ta sé dua
ngueoi tré lai Thién Buong. Néu nguoi c6 chét chang nira ta ciing sé sai thién than mang
ngueoi tré vé Thién Puong diege”.

Thé lay tin ngay va khdng Iénh lgc ndo ma y khong lam vi nguoi thanh nién chi mong
sao chong hoan thanh nhiém v dé dwroc quay vé Thién Puong. Va bang cach do, 140 gia
sai nguwoi di &m sét nhiing ai 6ng ta can trir khit. CAc tiéu vicong khdc ai ai ciing khiép so
va danh tuy thugc vao ong ta @é mong sao duroc yén binh va than thién.?

Nhém khing bé nay hoat dong manh tai Trung Bong cho téi mai tan thé ky tha 13 thi bi nguoi
Mong Co tiéu diét mac du mot sé it van ton tai téi ngay nay.

MGt trong nhitng nan nhan caa ho lai chinh 1a Nizam ul-Mulk.* Ngudi ta bao rang trudc khi tir
tran Nizam ul-Mulk da ngdm nhiing cau tho “di nhw gié cuon biét vé noi nao” (Oh God! I am
passing away in the hand of wind!) cta ngudi ban Omar Khayyam.

Omar Khayyam ciing dén gap Nizam ul-Mulk nhung dng lai khéng mudn lam quan ma chi xin
dugc “song duwdi sy che chg ciia ngai dé nghién cizu vé Khoa Hoc, cau nguyén cho ngai diroc
trieong tho va phong tdc”. Vi Quéc Su thay y dinh ciia ngudi ban cii khdng thé lay chuyén nén
danh phai dé dng di va chu cap cho 6ng mot nam 1200 mithkals (tién vang) dé 6ng tro vé séng
tai Naishapr cho t6i khi chét. Omar Khayyam d tinh théng nhiéu bo mén nhat 1a thién van hoc
va dugc triéu dinh ciing nhu dan chang hét stc & mo.

* Edward G. Browne: sdd tr. 207-8

* Nizam ul-Mulk bi 4m sat chét trén duong di tir kinh d6 Esfahan dén Baghdad ndm 1092, Omar Khayyam bj that sung. V&
céi chét cia Nizam ul-Mulk, sach v& chép 1a do nhom khing b Ismailiyah (Y Tu M§ Luong) nhung ciing c6 noi cho 1a
do Am muu ctia vo dng vi con trai ba khong duoc chi dinh lam ngudi thira ké.



KDWARD FITZGERALD

Edward FitzGerald

Mo cta Omar Khayyam



Tranh ¢6 v& mot vu &m sét do khang bé thuc hién

(cd thé chinh Ia vu &m sat Nizam ul-Mulk)



Khi vua Malik Shah c6 y dinh cai t6 nién lich, Omar 1a mot trong tdm nha bac hoc duoc voi vao
triéu dé thuc hién cong tac nay va sau dé da ap dung vao thoi dai ma ngudi ta goi 1a Jalali era
(hay Jalad-ud-din) ma tinh toan chinh xac hon lich Julian va cting khong kém gi lich Gregorian.
Ong ciing dé lai nhiéu cong trinh vé dai s6 (algebra) va déng gop khé nhiéu vao su huy hoang
cua khoa hoc Trung Bong thoi trung c6. Ong phéi hop ca hai phép luong gi4c (trigonometry) 13n
phép xap xi hay can tu (approximation) dé dua ra phuong phap giai dai sé bang quan niém hinh
hoc.

Omar Khayyam chét khi nao cho dén nay khéng c6 tai liéu nao chinh xac ngoai mét giai thoai
khong biét do ai viét vé mot bai tho cua dng, bang tiéng Ba Tu, phu dinh cho cuén Veterum
Persarum Religio cua Hyde trang 499 duoc dé cap dén trong thu tich cua D’Herbelot dudi tiéu
dé Khiam la 6ng qua doi ¢ Naishapar vao nam 517 (1123 TL).

Khwajah Nizami, mot nguoi hoc trd cua 6ng da ké lai nhu sau:

Toi van thirong dam dao Véi sw phu, Omar Khayyam, trong mét khu vieon va mét hom
thay t0i da bdo: “M¢ ta sé nam tai mét noi ma gié bac sé rdi 1én trén do nhing canh hoa
hong ”. Toi hoi ngac nhién vi thay t6i khdng bao gio n6i nhiing loi vo y nghia. Nhiéu nam
sau khi c6 dip viéng Naishapur, tdi dén tham mg 6ng va ngac nhién thay nhiing canh cay
I06a x0a reo rac nhizng canh hoa phai kin ca tam bia.

Téc pham caa Omar Khayyam duoc dich ra nhiéu thi tiéng va ban tiéng Anh caa Edward
FitzGerald (1859) rat dugc nhiéu ngudi biét dén. Tho cua dng lam theo thé tir tuyét nay con luu
truyén khoang 250 bai. Thé loai nay l1a mét loai gan nhu dan ca cua Ba Tu, duogc viét bang tiéng
me dé trong khi phan Ién cac ang vian chuong khac duoc viét bang tiéng A Rap. C6 1& chinh vi
thé ma nhiéu bai duoc quan chlng truyén tung va nhitng hinh anh éng néu Ién duoc khic trén
nhitng manh nga nhu mot tdc pham nghé thuat chang khac gi ngudi Viét ching ta lay nhing cau
Kiéu, Chinh Phu Ngam Iam d& tai v& tranh. Tho cia Omar Khayyam ca ngoi cudc doi nhan tan,
tiéu dao, udng ruou, ca hat it nhiéu nguoc véi tap tuc nghiém khic va nhitng cdm doéan cua Hoi
gi4o va co I d6 ciing 1a mot mat khac caa chén thién dudng ma con nguoi viing Can Déng mo
tuwong.



Mot nhém cwép ¢ sa mac Trung Bong

Day la mot tam hinh khéa doc déo, trich trong Book of Marvels (1937) cua Richard Halliburton
Vi 10 chii thich “Mét bon cuedp sa mac di dan dirng cho chup hinh ... nhing ho khong hién lanh
nhu thé dau néu gap phdi trén sa mac”



* *

Nam 1861 ngudi ta thay mét tiém sach cii & London (England) c¢é ban ré mot cudn sach véi gia 1
penny nhan d& Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, the Astronomer-Poet of Persia, Translated into
English Verse. Cudn sach d6 khong dé tén nguoi dich. Dich gia d@ mugn nguoi cha tiém in 250
ban dé tang ban bé va sau d6, nhu sb phan cua nhiéu tap tho ¢ ciing nhu kim khac, dé thi chat
chd, ban ching ai mua nén y da tiang lai cho nha in va duoc rao ban ré mong thu dugc dong nao
hay dong ndy. Gia nguyén thiy caa cudn tho 1a 5 shillings, giam xudng con 1 shilling ma van é
nén sau cling da xuéng mac con 1 penny (1/12 cua shilling) trude khi lam gidy phé thai.

Hai thanh nién vo tinh nghe dugc bén ri nhau dén mua mdi ngudi vai quyén — 1 penny 1 quyén.
Hom sau ho quay lai dinh mua thém thi thay gia da I&n dén 2 pennies mot quyén, va mot don
mudi, muoi don trim ngudi ta Un Un dén mua cudn Rubaiyét dén ndi chi vai tuan sau gia sach
1&n vot dén 21 shillings mot quyén, nghia 1a gap 250 lan cai gia béan sale.”

Nguoi viét khdng ¢ cai may man kiém duoc mot ban nguyén thuy dé ma chi cé trong tay ba ban
in sau nay.

- Ban thtr nhat do Walter J. Black & New York (USA) 4n hanh nam 1942 nhan dé The
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam — Rendered into English Quatrains by Edward FitzGerald
(The five authorized versions), 178 trang.

- Ban thtr hai 1a mot ban dep ciing nhan dé Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, translated into
English Quatrains by Edward FitzGerald, do Random House, New York xuat ban nam
1947, 150 trang duoc dyng trong hop ciing. So di chdng toi goi la ban dep vi mai trang
duoc in trén mot nén vé cac loai diéu thl, déng khung va cd kém theo mot s6 birc minh
hoa bang mau cua hoa si Mahmoud Sayah ngudi Ba Tu, da s6 vé nhirng cap tinh nhan rat
tinh ta.

- Ban tha ba do nha xuét ban Grosset & Dunlap, Publishers, New York 4n hanh nam
1946 nhan dé Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam — Rendered into English verse by Edward
Fitzgerald va nhitng hinh vé cta hoa si Ba Tu Sarkis Katchadourian ciing la mot tac
pham hiém co.

Mét ban dich hdm hiu chua bao gio hoan tdt

® Mot ban nay, gidy 6 vang da dugc ban vai gia 8000 dollars vao ndm 1929 va chic chin ngay hom nay thi gia phai cao
hon khéng biét bao nhiéu lan.



Edward FitzGerald 1a mot cong tir con nha giau, con nha gia thé. Me 6ng tén 1a Mary Frances
FitzGerald Purcell 12 em ho cha 6ng va dugc thira huong cua gia dinh mét gia tai kéch xu.
Edward sinh ngay 31 thang 3 nam 1809 1a con thir bay trong tdm anh em. Ciing nhu nhiéu cau
am khéc, Edward choi nhidu hon hoc. Cau ¢6 mau nghé si va chi thich doc sach lam tho, danh
dan va v&. Cau ciing ndi tiéng vé an mic nhéch nhac, it khi cao rau va tinh tinh bira bai, phong éc
ltc ndo ciing bira bon nhiing sach vé, hinh anh, quan 4o ... Mic dau duoc cha gui vao mot dai
hoc danh tiéng, Edward ciing chi 1éu béu trong bén nam. Thé nhung nhitng ai quen biét déu phai
chiu rang Edward rat qui ban be.

Cudc doi cia Edward ciing v dinh nhu khi cau theo hoc dai hoc va thuong di lang thang moi
noi d¢ vai thang, phan 16n chi vi td mo hon 1a c6 muc tiéu rd rét. Mac du gia dinh c6 nhiing phu
dé & khip noi, cau lai chi di thué phong & mot minh. Trong sé céc bang hitu, Edward c6 quen voi
mét thu ky ngan hang tén 1a Bernard Barton, 16n hon cau dén 25 tudi, coi nhu mot ngudi ban
vong nién trong vian chuong. Nam 1849, khi Barton binh nang sap chét, FitzGerald to long hao
hiép hara sé cham sdc cho c¢d con gai Lucy cua 6ng nay. Thuc tinh ma ndi, Edward FitzGerald chi
c6 y s& chu cap cho ¢d gai md cdi nhung ca ngudi 6m 1an ¢ gai lai twong l1a Edward ngo 161 cau
hon. Chinh céi tinh do du bat quyét cua Edward FitzGerald da khién cho viéc d6 tro thanh nhi
nhang kéo dai dén may nam lién va cudi cing anh chang danh phai lay cé gai lam vg mic du ban
bé ¢ ging khuyén can khong nén “anh hing rom”. Thé nhung ngudi hing ¢ tién hanh 1€ cudi
vao ngay 4 thang 11 nam 1856.

Cudc hdn nhan khdng dem lai hanh phic va hai ngudi phai chia tay. Edward FitzGerald trg cap
cho nguoi v ngan ngai mot khoan tién 16n va cudc tinh duyén that bai ndy da anh huong kha
nhiéu dén cudc doi dng. Chinh trong thai gian khong thoai mai d6, Edward FitzGerald da tim
quén trong viéc dich Rubaiyét cia Omar ra tiéng Anh.

Ong bat dau hoc tiéng Ba Tu tir nam 1853, khéi dau bang dich tac pham Salaméan and Absal cua
Jami do mot nguai ban 1a Gido Su E. B. Cowell cta truong dai hoc Cambridge guri cho. Tac
pham thir hai ciing do Cowell giéi thiéu 1 nhitng van tho ciia Omar Khayyam. Léi dich cua
Edward FitzGerald ciing gidng nhu nhitng nguoi 1am tho Duong, nghia 1a ngay dém miét mai, di
dau ciing mang theo ké ké va mdi khi tim dugc mét y hay thi ghi ngay xuéng. Ong dich nhiing
bai tho cia Omar Khayyam bing tho bn cau caa Anh vin, cau dau van véi cau tht hai va cau
thir hai van véi cau thir tu.

Té6i dau nam 1858, Edward FitzGerald da dich dugc 75 bai tir tuyét va gii cho to bao Fraser’s
Magazine. Mot nam sau van khong thiy dang tai, FitzGerald doi lai ban thao va tu y bo tién in
nhu da viét ¢ trén. An ban nay 1a mét tap tho mong chi bao gom 21 trang ma 6ng giéi thiéu la

cua Omar Khayyam, mot « thién van-thi gia Ba Tu>.°

® Astronomer-Poet of Persia



Vé sau chinh dng tha nhan 1a “ ban dich cua tdi trai qua rdt nhiéu tran tré 7 va ciing nhu bao
nhiéu ngudi da ting thir dich tho, c¢6 18 day Ia cdng trinh gian nan nhat, mot mat phai hiéu cho
dén noi dén chon nguyén tac, mat khac lai phai bién nhitng y twong dé thanh mot dang van
chuong néu khong bang thi ciing ding kém qué. Khong phai ai ciing c6 thé chuyén ngir mot tac
pham tim thudng nhu Kim VAan Kiéu truyén cua Thanh Tam tai nhan thanh mot tuyét tac nhur
Doan Truong Tan Thanh. Thé nhung nhiéu phé binh gia vé sau da danh gia rang ban dich cua
Edward FitzGerald c6 phan con tréi hon nguyén tac cia Omar Khayyam.

NG6i dang ra, ban cua dng khong phai 1a ban dich. Nguyén tdc gdm hon 400 bai tir tuyét (ngudi
viét dung tam dé dich chir quatrains), mdi bai l1a mét y riéng, tuy c6 thé chia thanh mot s6 dé muc
nhung khong phai 1a mot ban truong thi nhung Edward FitzGerald da sap xép, chon lya, lam khi
ghép doan no vao doan kia dé thanh mét bai tho bén dong cua riéng minh. Chinh vi thé dng thay
vi diing chit dich (translated), 6ng lai dung chir trinh bay (rendered) 14 mét chi nghia rat rong va
mo hd. C6 thé n6i dng nghién ngam nguyén tac caa Omar Khayyam rdi nung nau trong long,
muon Y ciia nha tho Trung Dong dé nay ra thanh nhiing bai tho ciia chinh minh. Gordon S.
Haight da bao rang ban cua Edward FitzGerald da “dat téi mét my dé méi vieot xa ca nguyén
ban”.®

Piém dang chu y 1a Edward FitzGerald van tiép tuc nghién ngdm nhitng van tho rubaiyéat cua
Omar Khayyam cho téi cudi cudc doi va tiép tuc thém bat, sira doi, khi thi ca cau, khi thi mot
doi chir, khi thi dao I&n dao xudng cho hay hon. Chinh vi thé ma c6 téi 5 an ban khac nhau duoc
in ra, mdi 4n ban duoc sira lai khac ban cii. Ban dau nam 1859 bao gom 75 bai ta tuyét. Dén nam
1868, 6ng in ban thir hai, bao gom 110 bai. Bén ban thir ba nam 1872, va ban thir tw nam 1879,
6ng giam xubng con 101 bai. Ca bbn ban d6 dng déu dé tén vd danh va chinh vi thé ngay ca ban
bé 6ng ciing khdng ai biét dng chinh Ia tac gia.

Sau khi 6ng chét, nguoi ta tim thay mot ban in 1an cudi trong d6 6ng stra lai bang tay mét sé cau,
va d6 chinh 1a ban thir nam, ban sau ciing, duoc ban 6ng 1a William Aldis Wright tu dinh va an
hanh nam 1889 dudi nhan dé Nhiing bite thie va di cao ciia Edward FitzGerald °. Mot cach tong
quat, ngoai hai ban dau tién nam 1859 va 1868, nhitng ban sau khdng c6 gi thay d6i nhiéu va dén
nay nhiing ban in mai thuong c6 ca 5 ban khac nhau dé doc gia tién viéc so sanh va tham khao.
Chinh vi thé nguoi ta ciing c6 thé biét qua phan nao cai tinh “thdi xa0™* cua Edward FitzGerald
va cong lao caa dng trong viéc ¢b dua ban Anh van [én mac hoan chinh.

*

"1 suppose very few people have ever taken such pains in translation as I have ...(ban Walter J. Black, 1942, tr. 8)

® ... from that altitude to reach new levels of beauty in his translation, which is incomparably better than the original.
(Walter J. Black, 1942, tr. 9)
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Tai sao ban dich ciza Edward FitzGerald lai dwoc nhiéu newoi biét @én?

Thuc tinh ma noi, ngay tai nuéc Anh sé nguoi luu tdm dén ban dich nay ciing rat hiém hoi va
gan nhu 2 4n ban dau tién khdng may ai cha y. Dich pham nay chi duoc ndi tiéng khi Charles
Eliot Norton viét mot bai khen ngoi trén to North American Review (Hoa Ky) vao thang 10 nam
1869 va da trich dan 74 bai tir tuyét trong s6 110 bai dé dan chang. Chang bao lau tho caa Omar
duoc rat nhiéu nguoi biét dén vuot xa ca chinh qué huong 1a xr Ba Tu Nghin Lé Mot Dém cua
6ng va tinh cho t6i gitra thé ky 20 da c6 khoang 600 4n ban duoc dich ra nhiéu thir tiéng khac
nhau. Su tréng ving cua con ngudi dudng nhu thoi dai ndo ciing 1a mot am anh va dan vit khién
ching ta hoai nghi tat ca. C6 18 khdng bao gid nhan loai kiém duoc cau tra loi va dé ciing chinh
d6 1a diém chay dai trong sudt nhitng dong tho cua Omar Khayyam.

Dé két luan, ngudi viét chép lai ban tiéng Anh cua Edward FitzGerald ma Quach Mat Nhuoc da
dich ra thanh hai céu tho:

Lai nhw leu thiy hé, thé nhie phong,
Bdt tri ha xi# lai hé, ha sé chung!

Nhiing ciu d6 1 bai tho sb 28/29 trong an ban dau tién, bai sé 31/32 trong 4n ban thir nhi nhung
trong cac an ban 3, 4, 5 lai tré vé thir 28/29:

With them the Seed of Wisdom did | sow,
And with my own hand wrought to make it grow;
And this was all the Harvest that I reap ’d—

“I came like Water, and like Wind I go.”

*

Into this Universe, and Why not knowing,
Not Whence, like Water willy-nilly flowing:
And out of it, as Wind along the Waste,

I know not Whither, willy-nilly blowing.

Nhitng &m W lap di Iap lai tao nén cho ngudi doc mot ndi ménh mang kho ta, khong biét c6 phai
vi thé ma nha tho ho Quach da dich dugc thanh hai tuyét cd & trén khdng?

Thang 4, 2003
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