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CHUONG 1

—Tam oi, v& thilty bao kia kia!
r ve bao kia kia !

Duong & trén cdy Oi, nghe ¢ tigng goi.
Tam voi tut xnong goc cay, chi Tam da doa :

— Chéla. Thiy dang tim dity a! Cho chdl.
Vé mau ! ¢6 thiy dd siip stta md bung may!
CTam khép-nép vé dén cwa. Thiy Tém Me :

— Con vé chao thily dé di, mai sang thiy
day hoc. Mau ngoan! )

Tam chilp tay vai chdo, roi dl’rﬁg ra vao
twomg, va duong mit nhin ong khach. Khich
la mot ong d6 dén ngoi day hoc & lang.
ban voi ong ly Twong, thily Tam. Méi ban
ong d6 dén choi, ngdi noi chuyén hang gics.
Tam vin phai ding hiu din dom va vite
vit. Tam cho la thwong. '

Nhung hoém nay, Tam thily khac. Ai ciing -
déu chiim-cht d€a minh, nhr di ban nban



6 BUT NGIIEN

cai gi fy. Lam cho Tam bén-1¢n ding hi din
nép vao s6 cira. Chi Tam buwag node len,
nhin thly, véi héi:

—.Sao khong dung ra ngodi kia nao ?

Tam lim-bim :

— Then-then bé bd di Ay !

Roi Tam cir dung yén ling tai nghe hai
ngudi noi truyén voi nhan.

Thiy Tam noi lruéce :

— Toi dinh mai lam 1& « v long » cho
chdu, roi sang nho bac day ho. Chau no
nghich lim. Bac ctiv danh cho.

Ong d3 hoi :

—-Chéu ndm nay lén miy ?

-~ N6 1én séu, dé thang hai, nén hoi Tét
dinh « v& long » cho chau, nhwng s¢ thang
bao thai. (1) Ma d& dén sang nidm ién bhy
thi lai kiéng tuéi thiin- -dong :

— Puge bic a, cho né hoc sém ngay nado
hay ngay 8y.N6 cling di cimg rdi. B2 choi

rong léu-16ng, no nghich-ngom hw than di,
sau nhy kho bao.

— Véng, bac day phéi 14m. Thé mai chiing
toi sta 1€ rbx moi bac sang tac thanh cho
chéu,

(1) Théng con & treng thai,
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— Vang, mai [d! xin sang.

Ong d& dimg gidy ra vé. Ong ly Tudug
tien chan ra dén ¢dng. Luc gid vE, thay
Tam con dimg dua luong, Ong cudi bio:

— Cho di choi h@l ngay hom nay, mai phat
di hoc.

Tam chay ra vuon, nhung khéng thi€t gp
choi nira, lrong bung vira budn vira lo. Budn
s8 khong dwoce méi ngay no-dua chay nhdy.
leo cay nay, tréo ciay no, tim hoa kiém qua
vé t& dinh va chia phin. Lo khong biét di
hoc rdi ra. thé ndo; hoc la mot viée fit
kho, bai khoag thuoc, ong do ewr 1dy rov
may ma vul cho thi chét! Tam riit boi-roi.
Than - tho, Tam chay ra thim cai dinb clia
Tam lam & sau nha. Cai dinh bling 2% hon
gach dung va lop mot hon gacn  ndm
ngang. O trong, trén hon gach d& lim bg,
mot cai chén con dung tro 1dng-chdng miy
que hwrong, la noi tho thinh. Bén ngoai
bat hwong nhd iy, bay m(,‘)r ¢ khoai lang
nwong. Tat cd 1@ vat (&€ budi trua ma lang,
chira chia phian. Tam ngéi xudng cut diua
nhin vao dinh v&i mégt vé thanh-kinh r8-rél.
Tém biin - kholin nghi ma lo réi diy mink
di hoe, con Van, con Téo bén hiang x6m co
quét’ trdre cting t& & dinh cho dwgc chu-déo.
khong, khong thi thanh gidn cho chét! Tawme
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chan ngan, long-lthitng ra ding & goc cay
budi, tay vin vao cinh ma chan khoing madn
tréo 1én nhw moi bant Vira lic ay chi Tam
dang hai che lign diy, trong thiy Tam, voi
reo lén:

— A! A! A! Tinh tinh tang! Mai co dia
bi md bung nhét chir vao! V& long 1a md
bung nhét chiv vae !

Tam cang thém lo s¢, civ vin-vo chi clyre
khoe, voi chay sang hdéi thim & nha bhén
canh. Ba thim lai cuwdi noi oang-oang :

— Thoi chét, thé€ l1a b&t n6 dua! Ngay mai
ong dd dén, ong Ay md bung ra nhu md
bung con ga %y, ré6i éag Gy nhét ci quyén
shch vao.

Lam cho Tam s¢ hét hén, khéong bidt lant
the nao ma tranh duge et qui’in vao v&i me.
Ching no cuoi, ching no ché, ching né noi
xik_u, Tam khong nhin dwgc oa len khoc..
M¢ Tam chiii toang len roi ghi dé mii, Tany
méi nin, nhung “Tam vAn nfic-ndm lo hoii.
Dén lic thay ve khuyén giai va danh nhiing
dl"l‘i;l’ noi oléo,' Tam hoi yén bung. R&i. Tam
thiép nga di lic nao khong Dbiét.

Sz'mg ‘hom sai, Tam khéng ngh trua niva.
Tam day so:mdé ma ]9-,_6' dudi nhd, ngudi
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ta 46 soi va Jam thit gih. Trén nbhd  trin-
thiél sang lrong nlir mot ngay co gid vay.
Thiy Tam dit mot cdi an-thw & gitra nha,
trén biy hai cai ong hwong, ba cai dii son
vit mol cay dién diu nam. Thiy bio diy I
thict lap ban tho BPire-Thanh. Bigt vay!
Mim soi triing nudt v&i con g béo vang,
nging md ngam chi¢e hoa hdng di diit trén
bin coi riit ngon. :

Nhung Tim khong dam nghi dén din, Vi
ong d6 da d&a. Tam con mai s¢ ludi dao
chia ong. Ngwoi th€ ma dc! Sao lai hay md
bung (ré con. Tam tam-ittc nghi vay. Trong
(rén ban khoi hwong nghi ngit, cir cudn
cuon Ién roi lai téa lan ra, Tam thily trong
long cang thém nao-ntag, lai e dia  mudi
vii con dao sang lodng kia nitra !

Thoi chinh ho m3 bung that roi. Cang
nght Tam cang bOi r8i hii hling, biét ciu ciru
vio dau biy gio. Meoi khi hoi ¢o vite gi- 1a
chay ngay dén voi me hay ldm niing voi
cha. Nhung chuy@n nay, chinh cha me¢ chi-
tam Iiim th& thi diinh chiu, clnr bi&t kéu ai ?
Thoi ciing lidu, cO dan rdi cling phai khoi,
di chél dau ma sgl

Tam chiim-chim nhin ong dd tung ly, tirng
ti."'Ong 18 bdn 18 truee ban the, vai rdi quy,,
chiip tay do Ién ngang trin, miéng lim-ram
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kh&n. Poan 6ng cim but v& ngdng-nghoeo
bdn chi bua 1én to gidy tring, d¢ lén ban
tho, quy kbdn nira, sau rot, ong lai 18 hon
13. Roi 6ng dem dot to giiy, 1dy than hoa
voi nude 13 dua cho TAm udng. Nhuo mot
bénh-nhin, mong chéng khdi bénh, udng
thudc mot v&¢ ngon lanbh, Tam manh - bao
uSng mot hoi hét ca chén. Ong d‘(") bao Tam
vao 1&8 bSn 1& Tam khong rul-ré lam theo.
loi ngay. Roi éng d6 iy & (rén ban the
xubng mot cai bit méi, dia  son vira mai
sdn, vA mot quyn sich moi dong co cai
bia danh rra cay diy cém-cop. Ong nfim
sodi xudng girong, hai géi giap vao bung,
hai chan song-song sodi déu v& hén phai.
Ong di ngblbut vao moém, nindm-nhim cai
diu nhon, roi chim vao dia son iy ra viét
nhitng chir do lén trén giy ULring ngz‘i—ngil.
Viét xong, ong. bit Tam ngéi x&p  bing
xudng chitu, truge ban the, hai chan gap
Jai, va ong clii tay vao tirng chix bdo Tam hgce :

— Thiéa tich théng minh (Giéi pha cho
thong sang) :

— Thanh -phit cdng dung (Bic Thanh gitp
cho c6 cong nghiép ich dyng & doil)

Téara chiim-chidm nhin nét chit va hoc rin-
r'i, dugce 0ng do khen :

-~ Thing b¢ hgc bao-dan Iim, tat sau ndy
hoc dugcl
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Puong hoc, Tam syec nhé¢  dén con dao,
voi ngwoe miit nhin lén ban tho thi sdi ga
va dao di chuyén di ¢d roi. Tam iai clne
diu hoc. K

Mam c¢6 ‘da diit len giwong. Thily Tam, bac
Tam viv ong d6 da khé-kha rugu. Tam vin
ngoi hoc ticng to va trong, ritt rd rang. Moi
nguoi déu  khen Tam ngoan-ngoin manh
bao hoa cac tré khac. CoO ngd dau, chi v
s¢ md bung Tam mdi dwoe nhu viy. Bac
Tam dia ngfim hol rweu, oang-oang nhii
Tam :

— C38 hoc di chau a, ¢d hoce giat Iy cai
« cir-nhian » d@ roi lam tien-chi lang ndy ma,
dn tha lon 't

Ong a6 thém:

— Hge thi 4 1am quan, tude loc vua ban
thity ciing dwge nho.

— R6i moi ngudi cung cuwot.

Ong d6 cho cho Tam nghi di in com. Taur
lanh-len gép sach lai, dirng gidy toan di ngay
xudng vha thi 0-g ly Tudag d} goi ding
lai. hiit xin phép va moi moi nguwoi di. Tame
chiip tay, noi mot cau di quen:

— Con xin rwéc thiy do, bac voi  thay

moi rwgu, con Xin phép xudng nhd dn
eom 3, o
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Ong db udn ngay nguwoi lén, soa tay vae
dui, ra vé biing long 1im, néi:

— U cho xudng. T6t 1im !

Tam di ra dén cira. Nhwng cai y nghi con
dao mbd bung chua thoat hin. Tam lai gio
lai don-dén, ngap nging, ong ly litn bdo :

— Sao chwa di dn com ? con quén cii gi
thé ?

Tam chiip tay run so #p-ing noi:

— Thua thity d5, c6 phai m6 bung khong a 2

Moi ngudi déu pha ra cudi ri ruegi. Ca
nhirng diy t& ding hiu diy. Nhitng nguot
& nha duéi khong hiéu gi ciing phii chay c&
1én xem. Im tiéng cudi, ong dd méi 6n-ton noi

— Ai bdo con th&€? Khong phai dau. V&
Iong 1a lam 1& dwe Thanh-Khong Phu-Ti,
roi bt diu hoc, vi chir 1a chiv cha Ngai.
Mot chir cha Thanh la mét ganh vang, nén
di hocla phai trinh ngai- trurde, chir ¢6 phii
mo bung dau ¥

Con oéngly ming bang quo:

— Quan ranh, chinoi lao cho em no so.
Thoéi xudng dn comcon! -

ThE 1a xong. Thé lathoat nan! Nio chi,.
nao thim, ndo hiang xé6m, nio nguodi
nha, ho chi noéi ldo doa tré con d¢ Tam
s¢ bodng hon. Chir lam gi ¢6 md buyng ?

hd

Tam vui-vé xudng nha. Tam vui-vé #n com
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Bay gio Tam khong lo nira. Tam lai thich
di hoc kia.

Chi Tam bay gio lai ch& I8i khic:

— ! 1éu 1éu! Tam tir kinh la dinh bu me,
Nhan chi so 1a s va me, Tinh ban thién la
mi¢ng mudn in.

Tam nguiy-nguily cii:

— Khong pbai (hg kia! Khong phai thé
kia! Do noi dic¢u !
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Qua trua, Tam dwge dua dén nha truong.
Nha trueong la nbhi ong cuu Man, cuu ly-
trudng, & gitra lang. Qua cai cdng ngiin tire
l1a cai cbng c6 mai lop, c¢ hai canh g6, qua
cai sdn lat gach la vao dé&n truong. Nha
treong 1a mot cai nha g6 lop gianh dai
nim gian, ba gian c6 ba chudng citra birc
ban, con hai gian bén la ctea s5. O gian gitra
ké ban tho, trén c¢o ¢ y va cac do tho son
son thi€p vang choi loi. Ngoai che mot brire
rém khau dinh biing hai doi cau doi voc
ngudi ta mirng khi ong cyu lam ly-trudng-
Truéce ban thdy, mot bo truong-ky quang diu
bong lon. Gian bén trai, ké mol cai giwong
giadi chi€u hoa, trén a4 cai chap son den
béng, mot dia son, mot 8ng s dung but,.
mot cai gdi, mot cdi khay chén, mot Eme
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nudc, mot cdi roi may dai dudn dwgt niim
ngang trén giwong : dfy la chd ong dd ngsi.
.0 gian bén, mot riy phan ké 1lidn nhau sat
tan vach, chay sudt tir clra s3 truwge dén
clra s8 sau, 'd® hoc trd ngdi. Piing gian bén.
phdi, ciing mot rAy phan ké sat nhau nhw
vay.

Tam dén sé6m nhidit, o6ng dd chi Tam
ngodi vao goc phan lién voi clra s8 sau. Tam
ngoi x&p bing gon ghd, dinh thin ngim
nghia moi noi.

— Lay thiy!

— Lay thily a!

— Lay thay al

— Lay thay al

— BAm lay thay a!

— Thwa thay!

Nhitng hoc trdo luc-tuc dén chip tay
lén ngwe vai chao. Ching ngdi vio chd,
A% sich v&, md cdi dng tre, ddc ra nio
but, nao mue. . . Liy nghién, 45 it nwde vao-
mai mire, roi ndm_soai li€n nhau rit thf’mg,
thaith ™ hai hamg, ¢hau diu vao nhau, cfim-
cui viét. Tam cling nim sodi t6 nhirng nét son
clia 6ng 40 vidt & vo. Tam long ngong hai lin
danh roi bit ray nhet cd mue ra vo, roi diin
din quen di! Tam c¢8 hét sirc to cho kinnét
ngang, ncét SO, nhwng sao v An chit ra ngodi. .
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Hoc tro d&n dong db nim diic ca phan,
noi chuyén on do. Thinh - thoing cé dira
noi dén tén Tam, budéng mol ciau bang-quo
d& chong gheo. Tén nio vidk xong thiip bul
lai, bd vao cai ong tre. day nip, dut nghién
xuong gim giwong, roi buwdoc qua nhing
diva khac, dem vo lén cho ong do chiim.

Ong Idy bit son khuyén nhiing chiv dep,
s& nhirng chir x#u, réi phe¢ didm. Dga nio
viet xfiu FHm la y nhu bi nhirng roi may
vao dit vao ddu. Co dira boi bin qua khong
the trong duwge, phii ddn tay kéu gioi, kén
dat, lay My lay d&, mia ciing khong duoc
tha. Up ban tay. xudng d& nguoi ta Ky can
dui- hay cluédi dao ma de Ién tr3ce dan di
din lai, ai ma chd dau, ai ma cha khiép !
Tam moi di hoc, chwa phai don nhu thé ma
s qua di mil, khong dam nhin mit ong do.

Py la ddy hoc (ro tré con bé nhu Tam
gid 1én dén mudi mol muwoi hai. Con  day
phan ding gian cung bén kia, toan hoc tro
lon dang cim c¢o viét, tha ho noi chayéa,
ong do6 mic ké, khong lai noi ho. Ty nhién
Tam ao-uwée duwge nhén nhue nhitng anh hoc
tro 4y, A& dwoce tu hop véi ho, xa con miit
va cai roi clia ong do.

Hoc-tro vi€t lach di xong (£t ci, xép.
gon v& lai, 16i ngdi gmy m& sich ra hoce
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(hunn‘ thi nhan kéu ro to, d& chong thudc.
On nhw cii cho. Tam van « kéu » hai cau hoe
ban sang. Nhung mai nhin xem ching né
hoc, Tam quén ngay di mit. Tam lo s¢ ikhong
dam hoi ong do, voi phai beo thiing Bich ngdi
canh d& hoi. Thiing Than ngdi bén nay thiy
vay lién chi tay lén moi chit bjo:

— Hoc di! « Thién tich théng minh. Tlmnh
phit cong dung ».

Thiing Bich goi giat

— Tam oi Tam! nd bdo ldo diy, may
phdi don may chét. Cai thiing Than kia chi
bao lao no thot ! Pay may nghe lao day:

— Thién lach thong manh, thanh pho chéng
gyoug | |

Gitra Ine iy, véo véo, hai roi nmy vul xudng
lung. mot tén hoe tro ngdi gin diay. Tén
Ay quin quai, hai tay soa lung miit nhin
nho, nwde miit chay quanh. Thitng Bich lai
nhanh-nhiiu noi thém:

— BPily may ma hoc sai ciing phai don nhw
thé. Thing Man né hoc chit no so chtr kia,
thay danh diy.

—- Thiing Bich n6 sui dai ddy, dirng nghe !

Thing Than noi vay roéi lai ngka mit gao
chir, '

S¢ khéong dam dén hdi o6ng A%, Tam bin
khoan l\h(‘)n,g., bigt n(,n lm dira ndo. ‘Bink
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hoéi dira khac, nhung ching con mai hee.
Tam Am-bim nghi mét lic

— A phdi rdi c6 « gay pho thi moi nam
cl:ong gong » |

R6i Tam ciling ¢@ dé miit gio :

— Thién tdch thorng manh w ! thanh phi
clkéng gong.

Chot ong d6 goi:

— Tam! Thién tich thong minb. Thanh pha
cong dung, chu!

Tam giat né’iy minh, vira hoc bhé¢ tidng ki
vira chii :

— Me may Bich a! Me may sui ong !

Thiing Bich khi-khi cudi roi the ludi nhin
mit nat lai Tam. Ong 43 trong thily ciim roi
vat danh vao mot cai, thiing Bich ray nguoi-
Ién, miit sa nhw cai thot, ngoi khoc ti-t1.

Mit giei di lin. Sip tSi dén noi, ga di vE
didc san sip stra lén chudng. Hoc tro gip
sach lai, cip lén né4ch, tay cim Ong but, tay
cam nghién, di ra ctta vai chao ong do:

-- Lay thay, con v&!

— Lay thay, con v&! A

Rdi tia nhau chay tdn-nat nhw din chim
xé tan v& cac 10i.

Sing hom sau, Tam dén truwong, 4 dong
"hoc tro. Budi hoc sfip stra hit diu. Hoc
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1o vay quanh giwong éng do vong {rong vong
ngoiai. Nhitng dita bé ngdi sai, dt sich lén
giwong con cac tro 1on ding quanh quan &
ngoai. Mot dira mang dia son ta bt Iy nuodc
mai did vé, d¢ dia son 1én giwdng. Miu son
do tuei phlt kin dia 18-nhd nhitng boéng bot
noi lén trong rit dep. Hon son nhin thin
nim gon 1on & gitta dia nhu hon nuii gia
(roug cii bt con. Ong dd ciim Idy bat, ram
ngoi vio nghién son Iy ra chiim sach. Tay
ong thoiin-thoiit didm rit nhanh. Thinh thoang
ong s6 mot cdi ngfin, hay khuyéan tron nhd
nhu cdi ctie., Mot chdng sach cao dE trude
miit ong phat ch@c di hét. Poan ong vitt
mdy bai mé&i cho nhitng dia tré méi hoc.
RSi budi hoc bit div. Bira ngdi gin chi tay
viio siach, dira ding ngoai chia sich vio,
ching thi nhau héi, tranh nhau hoi, dira no
cwrarp 101 diea kia ¢

— Thua thay chir gi day?

~- Bim thay ciu nay nghia la gi?

Ong 45 nginh di nganh lai, miéng noi, tay
chd luén luon khong ngét, Hm liec mém bin
cA nwée bot ra. Tam thinh-thodng trd miit
nhin ong d5 va li hoc tro c6 cam - tudng
dirng nhin mét dan chim eon thdy ' me
v8, nghdn c¢8 doi &n vay. Thé ma cé dia
hai ba bdn Kin méi dirge mot cau. Lac-dde
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vai diea & xa dén tré, ong d0 ngang  Iai.
cham sach, trong khi hoc tro vin hoc on ao,

Tam may dwgc ngodi gin ong db, hoc bii
mdoi, ong chi tay bao luon khong phai hoi,
Tam rang rang hoc:

— Thirgng Dai-Nhdan, Thanh at di, Héa tam
thién, 1hitt-thap si. Nhi liéu sinh, Bal ctrua Ut
Giai tac nhdan, Kha tri 18 da. (Pai ¥ noi: vi
thanh-nhan ngay lruwde, day ba nghin hoc tro
duge hon by mwoi nguoi tai gidi. Lii ching
hay, bav gior con nho, lén bily 1én tim (udi, hoe
ma lam dicu nhén, nhu thé kha la bidt 1¢ vay).

Béng co téag roi dap luéon miy nhat
xudng  giwong ra hidu im. Tl cd déu
thoi hoc. va Ling-18 nganh mit ra cta. Mol
nguwoi dan-ba tiat-td bude vao lau-tau thira :

— Bim lay thiy, thiing Ban nha chiu trén
hoc lu¢i lim lai wong-nganh nira, vé nha
hao khong nghe, chau da 16i lai dwoce day.
Nin thily ddnh cho no chira, ching chau
dwoe nho.

Tam trong ra thily thing Ban dang khoc
suot-muét trong tay me no. Con ong do,
thi mat 4o bung, mit ong long 1én, om,
bdo ba kia riing:

+Bmyc ba ctr vE, d& no d%’iy toi.

"R&i ong sai ba dira hoc tro lon 16i thiing
Bian vao noc cing. xdc ra. Mot. thiing d&
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ol

ddu, mot thiing kéo hai chan, mat thiing gitr
quit hai tay lén lwng. Ban nim nhw con
gch ¢ duoi dat, mong dit trat ra dd nhan
Tay nhitng roi: Vat! Vat! Vit! roi cr luon
luon vat xudong dit, nhitng cai liin ndi lén
nhw nhitng con dia dui ! Ban quiin-quai khoc
khong ra litng niva. Ca trwong déu im lLing,
ai afly déu s hiii, nhiit 1a Tam. Khi ong dd
vt di modi tay vi di thay hai roi rdi, Ban
chi con twre-tre khong noi dwee cau « Lay
thay con xin chira », ong dd méi thoi danh,
cho Ban dung giay, bit 1& b3n 1§, roi moi
cho v& chd ngdi. Ban chiap-choang ding lén
nhw nguoi say rueu, 1€ xong bd ¢& so6 nha,
con nie ng khoc mai.

Hoc tro lai bit diu hoc:

— Thira thay chiv gi day a?

— Bim thay chit Minh nghn la gi?

()ng do bao:

— Minh la sang, Théng minh 12" théng sang.

Chang lai thi nhau hoi, ong dd lai mdi
mdm bio. Trong trudng lai a1 nhw ¢him
vy 5. : 7

Tam ciing ¢d hoc, nhan Iy bai méi:

— Thuweng dai nhan, Thanh @t di...

Tam chet nhod d&n hom riim thang giéng
wvira roi, di xem hat cheo, bon phuong cheo
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cung hoc bai nhw th&, ma sao ching hoc
vin vin la kia, TAm hay con nho. A phai
roi hay la ching hoc cd nghia. Tam ciing
thuan mdm hoc theo :

— Ruéce vua di truege 14 Thuong dai nhdn,
quﬁn—than theo sau la thdanh i di, hai bén
thét thi la nhi tidu sinh, quan vién té dinh
1a kha tri 1é ra.

Moi hoc trd vi ch ong do déu pha ra cwdi.
Ong d6 hoéi Tam :

— Ai bdo may th&?

Tam s¢ tai mit lai thwa :

— Bim thiy, con hoc nghia,

— Nhwng ai day may?

— Bim thiy, con hgc phudng chéo !

Lai modt chip cudi nira, mot tiéng roi dap

anh xudng giwong, h&t thiy déu im. Ong
43 nghiém-trang dong-dac néi:

— Tir diy h& chir nao khong bi&t phii hbi.
Khong dwoc hoc 'l14s. HE& hoc sai 1a muoi
1ol nay, nghe chwa?

Tam run run thuwa :

— Lay thay vang a



CHUONG III

Hom sau, Tam d€n trudng duwgc hoc sang
bai moi, bai bit diu trong sich Tam-ty :
Tam {ir kinh
Nhdn chi so
Tinh ban thién
Tinh tuwong cdn
1dp twong vién
S4ch ba chir
Nguoi chirng xwra.
Tinh vOn lanh.
Tinh clung gin,
Tap cung xa. (1)
Tam hoc ngoan-ngoin rd rang, ai ciing
phdi chi y. TaAm c3n thidn tirng ti, khong
dam sai thu difu gl thiy bdo. M3i lo sc¢

(1) Dich theo diing nghia.cla céc dng dd bio tré.




94 BUT NGHIEN

cia Tam ci méi lic mot ting, khi thiy
nhitng tré bi don bi phat. Nhiit la nhiing
dira khong thude baibi phat « ludn kho ». Mot
dira nhit dirng dang ciing, & giay lung bude
thong xudng hai qua sung hay hai quia ca.
Pia bi phat phdi ngdi xudng nging mdm
dop hai "qua, réi chui diu sang bén Kia,
trong khi dita nhat cim roi vut manh vao
Tung vao dit va héi:

— Tir rdy may c6 (huéc bai khong ?

—Bim ¢6 a!

Chui di chui lai hai lwgt, dop qua  hai
lwot, viu bi danh hai luot, thé 1a xong cai (o1
« luon kho ». Thue la nhuc nha, thye la x3u-
1. Pi hoc ma nhw vay tha chdt quach di,
hoc lam gi? Tam nghi thé nén quyét chi
hoc that thude, that gi6i, khong d& bao giv
i phat. Nghi vay, nén vé dén nha, Tam
mang ngay sach ra hoc rang-rang ;

Tam' tuw kinh.

Nhan chi so,

Tinh - bdn thién.

Tam vira hoc, thi chi Tam vin ngay' léy
cau Ay ma chong :

— Tam te kmh 1a unh bu me, sip. qu-a
vao bu me bay gu‘x

thl_z chi so1a s& v me, min mée d& ma
ba. /
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Tinh ban thién 12 miéng mudn &n, sudt
ngay chi voi #n.

Tam chi mét muc cdi :

— Khéng phai the kial Khong phai thé
kia |

Nhung tdt ca nguoi nha, diy to, ba thim,
ba bac, déu hoa voichi Tam ma chg ridu,
Tam kLong chiu duge, chiri toang t&t ci, roi
0a lén khoe, bo khong hoc nita. Tam khoc
ti-ti mai. Ong ly Tuwdang -di dau v& ghi Tam
va hodi diu dudi, danh cho chi Tam mot
tran, réi b& am di nga.

Sang hém sau, Tam téi truong, bai khong
thuge, nghi dén i « Wwon ki:d6 » ma lo. Tam
¢8 hoc nhim mai ma vin khong thudc. Bén
lic 6ng dS goi 1&én doc, Tam cir dung due
ngwoi ra. Ong dd nghiém-nghi ching mit
mit bao:

— Th& chitr may d& dau ca?

Cudng-quit, thdy hdi, Tam voi dap.

— BiAm thay chir con d& & nha al

Ca bon hoc tro pha lén cudi. TAm then
gua cui gim mit xudng, tay man-mé cudn
gfu do0.

Nhirng x%u-hd nhit, d8i voi Tam coléla
1in diu tién phadi quét nhal Nba truong
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mdi ngdy phai hai lwot quét, budi sang va
bubi chi¢u. Cong viéc dy giao cho nhirng
dira bét & 1op tré con. Bubi sang thi bai
hoc, budi chitu thi chir viét. Dira nao hoc
quén mit nira bai thi phai ludn gim giuwong
d& soi mdc cho sach.

Tam da quy€t chi boc bai nao ciing thuge
nén luon luon mot thang khéng lin nao bi
phat. Chit 16 dep, bai hoc thuge, Tam chi
nhan dwoc nhiing 16 khen lao. Nhung hoc
giong-gida ludén maot thang gioi khéng duweoc
nghi ngay nao, chi lo v&i s¢, Tam d3 thiy
chan, nhé& nhitng bubi né dna théa-thich
khi trude. Tam budén-riu than-thd cho s3
phan hoc tro. Ai doi, di hoc cdm - cui mai
sudt ngay dém vao sich v&, ma vin phap-
phdng lo s¢, khong lic nao rinh, thi co
khdé khong ? Khé hon bac cu Teo di cay, khd
hon con & dun h&p thdi com, chin tran
cit c6! Ching con co lic réi, co lac choi,
va h&t viéc hém nay khong phai lo gi d&n
1pody mail Tam thi cr phai lo n8i nhau
mai mai...

May sa0, hém mdng tam thang tw, ngay
« Bulsinh But dé» & chiia va & dinh lang,
nguoi la bay dan 18 « chu mat » tién quan
on, nha ong Cuu Min déu lugt « duong
cai», cac hoc tro déu duwgc nghi ca ngay!
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Tam murng qu4, sang tinh swong, Tam da
chay ra dinh xem dan, va thuyén rong, voi
ngwa, mii ma, hinh nhian. Tam mai choi
sudt ca ngdy, chi v& &n com bira trwa. T&i
lai lén chua xen « tdm phdt ». Khuya vé
mét qua. Tam di ngd ngay, khong ahin g
d&n bai. _

Sang hom sau, Tam & nha ra di, ngin
ngir mii d& cho gip dan ong cho may.
Nhung rai thay, luc ra dén ngd ba lai gip
ngay co di Tit, Tam vwra toc va cang thém
$¢ D&€n truong, tuy boc bai moéi ma Tam
vin md& lai nhim qua bai cii. Nhung vin
khong thuée, Bén lic doc, Tam chi doc
16m-b8m duec mAy can, réi tay man-meé
cudn 40, mit cw chop-chop trong lén sa
nha! & ngoai ching noé reo:

— A hal Thing Tam khong thugc.

Ong dd trirng mét hoi:

— Tai sao may khong thudéc? Hom qua
lai mai choi phai khéng ? Hai ngay moét bai
ma ngic-ngu.

— Bam-' thay khong a!

— Th& sao khong thuéc ?

— BAm tai con gip co di Tit.

Hoc tro dé&u cuoi, 6ng do cau, vut Tam
‘mot roi va hoi. ,

—May n6i lao, gip c6 Hdy lam sao lai
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khong thugc bai?

Tam sut-sit do canh tay lén mit thuwa:

— Bim thay con, con hoc k¥ réi, nhung
gip c6 #y dong, nén d&€n lic doc lai quén
mat,

Mic diu, TAm ciing bi phé chit «liét»
vao sach nhu thwong va phai quét nha ludn
gim givdng ! D&n ldc siip tan, li hoc tro duc :

— A hal Thing Tam phai quét nha. Sao
khong di 14y chdi quét di mau lén ?

Tam con dirng ngin-ngai, the ludi chiri
lai bon hoc tro. Tuwdéng bé mon, o6ng dd
tha cho cai phat kho nhoc 4y, nhuwng thing
cu Tao, xwa nay vin bi quét nha luon,
dirng 1én thuwa.

— Bim thay thing Tam no6 khoéng quét
nhal

Ong d5 dang cim diu vidt voi miy quydn
v& to, nglng lén hdi: ’

— Sao thiing kia lai khong di quét nha ?
{Tay mudn phii don ?

Cudng-quit, Tam vdi chay xudng nha dudi
li}' cé.i chéi len phe phiy quét tir diu ding
kia lal.. O nba, Tam khong phai quét  the
bao gio nén cim d&n chdi, tay cir ludng
cudng quét ché no tat ra ché kia. Lai thém
chiung né kéo dan chay theo sau, hach sach
tirng ly tirng ti, bit ric hdn vao g’étn'gim‘)-ng.
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biit soi hiin vdo chan phan. RSi & ngoai
chung no khuc-khich cuoi. Tam loay-hoay
hi-huc m&i moi ra khoi mot gam givong,
mit dé bing, miii tho-1o chay ra. Tam dung
ngay ngudi lén; trong cai nha rdéng nim
gian ma chan, quét dén bao gio cho xong.
Tam nghi: ‘
— Th& nay ia vao di hgc niral

Nhung chung né lai duc, Tdom lai khom
lung cfim diu quét. Lau lay hoc tro tan
mat vé diin. Chi con miAy dira ranh ménh
& lai d& trong coi Tam quét nha cho sack.
b&n maii trra ril, Tam méi quét xong, md
hoi dim dia uwét dinp cd 40, clp sich ra
dén cbng, trong thily nguoi nha dung dos,
Tam oa lén khoc. My dira tré cung vé
thdy vay, duge thd reo:

— E, &, 8,1 l1éu leu! c6 dira bi chui gim
givong! quét nha chui gim givdong, aal

Tam tire qua, vira khéc vira phat khung

— Ong 3a vao, ¢ng khong di hoc nitaf
Xem chung may cop ch€ vao dau nira!l



CHUONG 1V

Cudi thang tu. Ngoai dong nhitng bong
lia di la-la chiu xudng, d5 miu vang
unhat. Lac-dac di co nguoi gat. Truong
ciing sip nghi mua, d& ong d6 v¢ nha
trong git va d& cho ong chd, 6ng cuu Man,
gion nha dung luaa. '

Hom nay la hai muwoi thang twu. Budi hoc
cudi cung di dinh vao ngay hai muoi nhim-
Nhung dd c6 dira xin nghi tir hom ram.
Nhat 1a bon hoc trd nhon, phin nhi€u nghi
vé di git thue. & troong, budi fige co vé
roi-rac. Nhitng dira tinh ngbich ranh-méanh
da viAng ci rb6i. Hoc nghia xong som, Vi
thua nguoi dé hoc, bon heoc tré tim nim
tum ba, noi chuyén ban v& nghi mua, v&
1ét thay d6. Tam cling mon-men lai gin
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nghe 1dm. Thiing Bich trong thiy Tam d&n,
voi goi lat:

— Tam oi Tam, bao gid may nghi mua?

Tam cudi dap lai:

— Tao a? tao bao gid truong nghi, tao
moi nghi.

Thiing Bict: ¢6 vé budn-rdu noi:

— Tao h&: ngady hém nay, tao phai nghi
roi !

— Sao may nghi som the?

-~ Tao ngh? som d& gitt em cho me tao &
git thué nhi ong B Nghi liy tién (&t thay da,

Thang Cau, thiing Ban déu noéi vio:

— Tao ciing vay. Hoc h& ngay hom nay
la tao nghi. "'Chi co 1§ thiing Tam, thang
Chiit, tha g Ngoc, voi cau Quy, con Ong BA
la duoc bhoc mai thoi nhi, vi nha L, .04,

Tam khéng hidu, lién hoi :

— Lai phai (&t ong d0 nira kia a?-Tét the
nao ?

Thiing Ban l4du-tdu git.

— May ngu lim. Khong t&t, thi thiy ldy
gi tiéu pha & pha, Nay nhé, ong Ly Cun
naodi com thily d6 che bdn anh 3y hoc, mot
niim may hai quiin, bai 40 dai va ba 4o coc.
‘Con hoc 1ré ngoai nhw ching ta, méi dira
mot ndm bdn uan ti€n, vd mong nim ngay
tét tuy tam, dugce th€ nao hay th& Tién



32 BUT NGHIEN

cong thi bit div nghi mua thang rim. thiy
do Iﬁy mot. nira tire la bai quan, thiy da
miic-ca {rudec.

Thing Than néi sen vao:

— Tué la con nhe ddy, nhi chﬁlng_méy nhi ?
Bén ong dé Ti€n diing cu chi Hai, méi dua
méi nim, nhitng ka quan voi bai thung
thoc. Ma ong d6 bo di danh t5-téom luon,
bdo ban ching ra gi ca!

Bay gio, Tam md&i hidu di hoc phai gop
tién nhu th€ d& dén cong thily d6 Tam la
nguoi bigt nghi, bidt lo rit som. Tam vin-
vo rnghi? dén cong cha me da puéi minh,
may quiin 4o cho minh mi#c, mua gidy but
cho minh di hoc, giét ga, d6 sé6i lam 1€ vir
long, lai ludn luén 1& vat bi€u sén ong do
va ong chi. Bi&t bao phi tdn vi minh!

Minh phai chim hoc th& nao cho bd cai
céng dy. Nhung nghi lai, theo 6c non-noét
cia Tam, Tam thdy di hoc la vé-ich, vira
khd thdn minh, vira khd cha me, nén Tam
quy&t chi thoi hoc. Tam nghi bung:

— Th& thi di hoc lam gi! Tha & nha nghich
con hon.

Song Tam con hoai-nghi 'nhuhg 16i noi
cta cac ban. V& nha, Tam voi hoi ngay me

cho chéc-chén .
— Me oi! Nha ta c¢6 phéi tét thay d6 a ?
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Ba me thwe-tinh dap: _

_ C6 chir, mai cho thay con vé, thiy
con vao (&t thily d6 va noi lai ca voi ong
Ly cuwu nira. .

— Co phai méi -doa mdi nim phai nép
bdn quan tién khoog héd me?

U bdn quan tién va ba cai t&t: t&t
mong nidm, & com moi va &t ca.

— The& thi con khong di hoc nita, me a,
di hoc milt nhiéu ti€n qua!

Ba mc¢ wing yéu:

— Ranh con, dung lio!

Tac thi Tam bd chay ngay ra vudn nhay
nhot mong on lai nhitng gié vui-swdng khbi
xXua. .

Budi chiGu, Tam nh#it-dinh khéong di hec
nira, Me Tam ghi ngot mai va ndi:

— Khong hoc rdi chiu khé sudt doi! Diy
nhu cha cu Thin lam thué cho nha ta Ay.
Chir nhit 12 mot khong biét, nén ai nguoi
ta ciing bit nat dwgc. Vay ¢8 ma di hoe
con a, cha me khong ngai tdn cong kho
nhoc dau, chi morg cho con ra nguwoi hay.
Con hoc thiy, thi phai gid cong thiy chu.
Chiv thanh nhitng ginh vang, ngudi ta ldy
mbi ndm bdn quan, ¢6 thim vao dau, con...

RSi ba doc luén bai tho truyEn-tung d&
khuyén con : '
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« Den thei ding mue, dé ding  son,
« Co hoc cho hay, con hai con!

« Cai but, cai nghién ld ctua lau,
«Cau kinh, cau st ay mii ngon!

« Vang mua cliva dé, varg hay hél,
« Chitr ban diw dn, chit hiy con.

« Nh¢: phan mét mai nér ké ca,

« Bo ¢6ng cha me moi la Ekhon !

Nhung Tam vin con ngin-ngir chua mudn
di hoc. Ba nong LSt rat ngay cii roi tre &
cira b&€p va doa:

— A thiing nay gidi, may khong nghe l&i
ba, phai roi moi chuydn duge may. Bé
khéng vin, nhon gly canh, co cép ngay
sach di hoc khong nao?

Ba cim roi dap manh xudng phan. Tam
voi vo ldy sach chay mot mach dén trudng.
Ba me & nha cwoi khanh- khiach noi véi
hang xom :

— Xua nay chiéu no6 quen, ra nd nhon,
Cam dén roi, cu cdu di ngay tiec khic!

Nha-nhem t3i hém hai muwoi bdn. Gié phe-
phiy dudi tan cai khi noug biee ban ngay.
Trén nén gidi xanh thim, di 18in-ddm miy
ngoi sao 14p-lanh nhu cic bac dinh 1én birc
tham xenh. Oong ly Tudng voi Tam cung:
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mol én ngudi nhi doi mot cdi qua do di
Iai nha ong cyu Man. Bén noi, nha dd lén
dén. Tén ngudi nha dit cai qua lén cii ban
cao & gifta b trudng-ky, md& niip ra. Trong
co hai quan ticn k83m nim song-song vi mjt
cii 86 lon voi mot binh rwou, ong do ra
ngdi & lruong-ky moi ong ly Tudng cung
‘ngoi. Ong crru Man & nha dudi ciing  lén
tidp chuyin. Noi ba-hoa mot lic v¢ mia
mang, git hii, roéi ong Tudng ding lén
chiip tay noi:

— Thua thiy d6 va cu Cuu, thiing bé chin
nha 1oi may dugc sang day nhd thily chi
bio va quily—jua cu Cuu, that Ia cai on to
Iim. Nay nhan thidy d9 siip vé nght mia,
ching 161 goi 1a ¢ chit 1§ mon 1dag think
dén ét thity va cu Cyu. Toi néi tinh thye,
xin thay va cu Cya thie 161 cho...

Ong d6 va ong Cyu déu noi:

— Toi khong dam, ong day qua vay!

—... Chau no6 bé dai, toi khong dam cho
di chung vio vdi cac ong kia. Vay néa phii
di ricag th€ ndy: Hai quan tién nay xin
kinh danrg thity do. Con cai lé min nay goi
1a &t thay va cu Cuwu cho phai phep. Xin
hai cu vui long nhan cho.

Ong Iy Twéng noi xong ngdi xudng. Ong
A5 vui vé tiép 1oi: '
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— Ché toi voi ong 1y, ong cho th€ nao
161 ciing xin bai linh. Con day tuy y ong Cuu.

Ong Cyu Min cudi kha noi:

— Ong 1y chi khéo biiy v&, ché toi véi ong.
ong cho iin mi€ng gidu la dd, nhd Gioi vi
Phat Thanh phu-ho, toéi moi duge cu do vé
day, cic oog cd6 long mén, cho cic chau
dén hoc Ia quy. Toi chi mong dong thém
tré hoc d¢ cu dd dugc rong mon ticu, nay
ong lai bay dat t&t nhit thé nay, toi khong
bing long dau! Ong (&t (hiy dd rdi, con
phiii toi, t6i xin da ta, ong mang vé, lam
thé mang liéng, ong al

Ong ly Tudng lai phii noi:

Xin thay do va cu Cuu xét lai cho chung
toi dugce vén long. K& nhdv cu Cyu day cha
thi€u gi, nhung ché nho va, gip mong nim,.
ngay (&, ma khong co cai gi lai hiu, trong
bung chang toi Idy am hd then. Vay xin cu
lay long do-lwong ma nhan cho.

Ong ds cling noi thém vao :

— Thoi cu Cru g, 6ag ly 6ng 4y da néi thg,
cu.ciing nén th® tit mot chat cho ong Ay
bing long. :

Ong Cyu MAn DAy gio moi qui - quyét :

— Vang, thiy d06 va 6ng Ly day nhuw thé&,
261 Xin tuan. _ ,

Hai quan ti€n dd vdo trap omg d5, cai
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th lon voi chai rugu da dwra xudng nha
dudi, tén nguoi nha mang qua khong cung.
voi Tam chao 6ng d6 va ong Cuyua Min rdi
ra v8. Ngoi noi chuyén héi lau nita, éng
1y Twdng dung lén xin v&. Ong d5 va ong
Cuu ¢8 moi & lai. C)ng Clru néi khay .

— Ong ly nay, ong ma v&, 16i sai nguoi
mang gia lé ong diy!

Ong ly Tudng noéi mot cach rit khiém
10n.

— Qua that nba toi ban lam gia khong &
lai hiiu thily do va cu la phdi. Nhuwng mua
mang d&n noi, cong viéc b&-bdén, nha chiu
lai vira git m3y miu lta sém, nén ciin phai
v& ngay cho ho dap.

— Vang, th& thi ong v& téi khong dam gite
Ong moi gifiu aa!

Ong Cwu vira néi vira bung dia gidu lép
treée mit éng ly Tudng.



CHUONG V

Nghi mua r6i, nha lai ban git nhiéu, Tam
tha h6 choi nghich.

Git dang dong. Trén nhirng tim rugng
thénh-thang trong canh doéng bat-ngat mot
miu vang 8i, '&-chd nhiing nguwdi nhiip-nho
git laa, ti€ng hai dua ngang long tum lua.
sotn-soet ngot nhw bd cau... Nhiing dan
chau-chfu bi-dong ve-ve bay sang tdm rudng
chira git... Mot vai co tho git hat l1én vong-
vong... Nhitng tho gareh 16i vao rudong Idy
nhitng lua cit rdi dé& trén trdc da, luom
tho#n-thodt thanh don dit léen bo bo lai.
Roi séc don can vao ngang bo ganh chay te
te vé lang, nhitng bong laa ci rungrinb
theo nhip budc va kéu rao-rao.

Tam dwgc theo me ra ddng coi git thich
13dm, nim nay Tam cing va di di hoc,
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nén mol duge di, Tam chim - chid xem
nguwdi ta lam vi¢e gl Miy hom diu Tamr
coOn  ngoi  trén  go, nhd the git bt
ho chiau - chfiu. Nhung din - din manh bao
via quen bi¢t thém nhicu ngudi, Tam chay
ci xudng ruong d¢ bit 1&y va « mét » nhiing
bong laa sot lai trén ruéng ra... That la
sung - swong nhitt doi. Hom ndo niing qua,
ong Iy khoag cho Tam di, Tam ¢ nha cay
dit déo vé niin ki¢u, niin twong va niin noi
chd At dd soi (& dinh. Tam lai hoi- hop
nhitng tré con hang xo6m lai niin thi phio.
Pem hon ditt déo niin thanh hinh cai noi,
tron cho rd mong réi vat Gp xudng dit
tiee thoi cai phiao noi &y kéu danh bSp mot
cdi, thilng lron ra. Kéu cang to thi thing
cang rong. Nhirng cai khong no bi thua phai
beo ddt ra vi vio ché thing ay... Lim
luc, Tam lai ddi tro choi, 1y Ia chudi quan
lam kén (hoi toe toe. Quan xong 1r6i, Tam
noi mot cau thuong - 1¢ trwede khi thoi :

— Ken kén cudng cudng, miy ra bo mudng, .
may khoc ba ti€ng, cho kén tao kéu, ken
tao khong keéu, tao liy dia doi tao béu diiu
may !

HE keén kéu thét lén, la ca bon cung cudi.
wvang.
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Ong 1y Tuwdng thily con mai nghich qui,
s dé lan-canh, (l) lie di lige J\ho hao, ong
bit vé dem siach ra hoc éon cho khéi quén.
Tam ciing vui vé vé hoc lai quyén « Tam fir
kinh » vi miy Lo diu quyén «Sohoc véin-tdn»
moi hoe dwoe. Tam goi dira em bé va miy
dira tré hang xom sang Tam day hoc, Tam
chi tay va doc Ién cho chung no hoc theo:

So hoc vitn-tan,
Hon mang chi so,
Vi phan thién dia,

Khi ching di hoc theo roi, Tam biit-chude
ong do giang nghia:

—- Nay ciang may nghe : Hon mang chi
sor 1a @n hon 1dm no6 chée mép moc mang
ra nhuw mang ca tr¢ 4y, nghe khong ?

CA bon khong hiéu, ua nhau cudi. Tam
ticc minh dap xe didu xudng givong doa im,
1am ¥ nhir ong d6 vay. Nhitng nguoi nhon
quanh diiy thiy vay dul phi lén cudi, va
bao nhau :

— Cau hé¢ ranh-minh vi lém linh qua!

Lam cho Tam then dé miit bd chay di
cho khae. '

Nghi di mot thang musi ngay roi. Hom:

(1) Luwoi quen.



BUT NGHIEN. 4K

nay li mong sdu. thang sau. Mua ming xong
tit ca. Nguoi ta dwong bit diu ngd ciy. Ong
do di dén. Hoc tro lai di hoc nhung chwa
dugc dong dd, vi con nhiduw dioa phii &
nha giup vice viit trong nha.

Tam phai di hoc, trong long ciing hudn
ticc nhirng lic né diua. Nhung di quen voi
1€ thoi nha truoag, Tam khong qua bo-ngd:
s s¢t nhur trude nira. Sw hoc ¢6 phin khé
len. Vi Tam biit diu phdi hoc nghia vi k&
nghia nhw nhirag diea khiac. Hoc chit thuge
miit réi, lai phai hoc nghia d& ma k&, Tam
hol nghia roi 1 g-rac hoc :

— Vii-owo g phat Tru la Vi-vuong danh
nguoi Tru!

Tam nban ra riing hé& khuyén son phéi goi
Ia 6ng, tive 1a nhitng ngudi dang kinb trong,
nét son chim bén trai mit chit chi nguoi..
nhitng nguwoi tim-thudng hay gian-ninh. Vi
nhitng sd ngin 1a tén nha, tén dit hay tén
ho. Nén Tam hoe mau thude. Hoc thuéc
thong dau dfy, Tam ngoi im xem ching
no k&, bit chuwoe giong clia ching n6, cai
giong k& thong-tha ré-rang va ngan-nga nhr
hat. Bia ndo k& xong, cling ngin mot tiéng,
«ay» roi noi:

— Biim thiy con hdt a!

Ong d6 «wr» mot. ti€ng. roi giang . nghia
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gidng  tirng cau mot, cho dén ht bai, civ theo
cai nghia trong bai, ong doc lai, thinh-
thoang. ong noi rong ra ti chit, song mom
ong doc thao-thao nhw nwoce chay, hoc tro
theo khong kip, tay cur chim-chti cim mép
gily d¢ chuc md sang trang. Méi nguoi déu
k& mot lwot nhw thé, nén s hoc tro cang
déng thi budoi hoc cing tan muon. Ma it,
ar . a N B 53 s
cO nhién, hoc tro dugc v€ som...

Tam nght minh bit-chwdéc duwge a4 roi,
dén lugt, e-¢ lén giong :
Xin thay con k& a.
R6i Tam ngfic-ngtr uw-a, doc hét bai cho

4 » ..
dén e noi :

— Bim thay con hét al

Ong d6 khong « ir », ong bao :

— Thong-tha chir ndo, lam gi md nhu di
dn cudp Ay, w-a w-a mai nhw chdé nhai va
mim. Bit-chwde chung ndé mia k& chi!

Roi ong moi din gidng ddn bai. Ong ciing
dan lwot di nhw nhing diva khac. Tam ngoi
ngo-ngic, nhwr vit nghe siim; rd mit nhin
ong do, cho dén lic xong, Tam 1oi sich,
ré dam hoc trd ra ngodi, noi voi i thing
Bich ring : .

~ <& , . .

— Tao ¢0 bat chuwde nbuw ching bay mi
sao c¢im dwoe, cir phai w-a, ma doc nhar
nguoi hoc ay, ching hay ti nao!
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Thing Ban noi:

— Cho con la dn hai com gioi, udng hai
nurde song, con a ! K& khd lim, chir dé
day a! -

Hoc luon ba thang rudi giod, dd sip sua
dén vu giit mua, tire 1a vu thing muwdi. Nhitng
thm ruong cly lua som, laa thudng tan. di
git roi. Goi la thuong - tin theo ding cai
nghia den cfia no la nép cai moi, tre la
cai laa ndp At lam 1& com moi vay.

O cac dinh chua, nﬂum ta di lam 1& com
moi. Trong nhitng lw-gia dd mua hong c¢dm,
thit rwou di tét nhau. Trén nhitng canh
dong phiing-phiu dén tan chan tre cic lang
xanh bigc, lan lia sip chin rung rvinh lwat
theo chi¢u gi6 bdc 1én mii thom phung-
phitc nhw  ¢8m non, thinh - thodng dua.
Mot vai nha da giit 16i ve &n. ..

G nha ong ly Tudng, cac b8 me hoc tro
va nhitng hoc (ro lon dén dong dd, ngoi
rdi rdac khiip ba gian nha. Sau luot triu
nudce thuong 1¢, ong Iy Tudng 1dy dia-vi Ix
ngudi chiéu tap budi hoi-hop nay dirng Ién
noi trwedre :

— Xin trén cic cu, cac ong va J(oa db
cac anh em day dinh cho. Pén hai muwoi
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nay thay d6 vé nghi, ta phai c¢é the nio dé
tién chan thiv chur !

Tiee thi nhao nhao Ién ai cling mudn
noi trurre. Ngirdi noi thé nay, ké noi theé
khac, huyén-thuyén dn-do. Mot cu gia giit :

— Kim chi phdi c6 diu chw, ké ca noi
trede, dan em ngdéi ma nghe, c6 gi khong
phai thi néi sau, chit cA mé¢ mot lra thd
khong dugc !

My ngudi déu noi :

— Vang, cu day chinh phai, xin cu chi
dinh.

— Knong, toi noi thé thoi, con cai vice
cit dinh phiin cac ong, toi khong dam.

Lai dén lwgt ong ly Tuwéng. Ong diung
1én noéi ranh mach :

— BAm trén cac cu, dwoi dong anh em
ca. Nim nay dwge mua to, ching ta ciing
nén nght tét ong d6 kha kha. Rong rd sudt
mot nim gioi mo&i ¢6 bBn quan tién cong
di nhit dinh vio thang niim va gin t&t roi.
Vfly :t'(‘)i ban vi cic co va anh em nén
bo moi nguoi nira quan. Tét ca bdn muoi
nhim nguoi, vi chi hai muwoi hai guan rudi.
Hai muoi quan ta d% tién, con hai quan
rudi ta mua cdm héng va 18 vat gi ddy-
dén hai muwoi dem hén dén nha thiy. Co
thy thiy méi duge lam thay. . .
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Mo! ngwoi noi:
— Co6 con ong ngay sau moi duege lam
thily, chit con chiung toi thi nuwdc gi?

Ong ly c¢6 v& khong biing long noi:

— Cac ong noéi khi qua, chir con oi vit
mili chwa sach di mong gi lam thiy nguoi ta.

Ong xii Tan d¢ ra thing Ban, noi ti&p .

— Ong 1y uo6i phai dily. Phuong ngon co
cau. Mudn sang thi bic ciu Kiéu, muén
con hay chit phai yeu lidy (hdy. Chung ta
cling phai nghi dén cong thily tir-t&. Nhung
nira quan thi khi ning cho ahirng nguoi
nghto nhu to: chiing han. Vay xin cac cu bot
i ti chat. Concai 1¢ {8l ong chu nita kia ma.

Midy ong cu noi theo:

_ Phai dily, bac x3 noi phai, ta nén cham
chuwdce thé nao cho nhoe-nhe thi hon,

[6i lav, ngd ngii, cd bon déu dong y vd
s8 tién nhit-dinh 1la nia quan, d& muoi
sau quan ticn, con chia doi mua 1& T&t
ong ddé va ong cwu Min. Vi sau rét e
nhitng dua di ti€n ong d6 vé dén tan nha.

Khi cac nguoi dd v& rdi, Tam nang-nic
doi voi ong ly dén har muoi cho_di Xudng
nha 6ng d5. Ong ly cudi bdo:

— Khda nhwog di tir sang d€n trira méi dén
noi, khong bi€t 6n0g c¢6 cuirng chan di duge!
ROi dén nwa dwdng lai nheo -nhéo doi vé,
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Mua dong dd dén tuo ldu. Nhirng ngay
mua phuan gié bfic kéo dai L'én tLtp lam cho
cai nha qué phfing-liing budn ténh lai cang
thém tieu diéu am-dam. Nning laog wmac
nhw lu-mo th#p bé xudng, ma canh dong
moéng ménh bat-ngiat hinh nhu cao lén,
din ra v¥# bao (rum it ca. Canh tugng
gidng nhu lac gioi chi¢a din-din di vao
dém 18i. ‘

Gioi rét, nguoi co-ro trong nhirng 4o
bong, 4o dup! Va chan tay nhiéu khi nuot
né dau budt d&n xwong! Thinh - thoang
dugc ngay c¢O mit gioi xinh-twoi trong sang
gitra nén gioi quang-ding, la ngudi ta nc-
nirc 1Am giit, L€ng dd nudc udm-udm va
t&ng vO gidit quin 4o bom-bdp truyén tir
ciu ao no dé€n ciu ao kia vang ray.
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Tam chwa nhin rd dwee ngiy thing.
Nhirng hing nidm Tam thily hé tict gioi rot
muot nhw the 14 gin Té roi. Vi hd Tét Ia
Tam dwee dn nhicu thir ngon: gid, maoc,
nem, banh, va dugc mic 4o dep, di ming
tudi duoc tién nita. Ndm nay dia di hoc
roi, nén Tam lai cing mong chong Tét. Gio
biic di nhicu da teng ~on lanh budt ruc-ra
ngodi hicn, Tam khiip khoi hoi me :

— Mc oi meg, d& gin Tét roi nhi?

Bi meg du-yém noi :

—Da ¢t thé ndo con, con lau lim. Cir ¢
hoc cho gidi di, h& bao giy Té, me bao
con !

Via dén truong, Tam ldm-le d8 cac ban :

— Tao do may con mity ngay*'nita 1a Tét
1o ?

— Con non mot thing nira chir miy !

— Nhurng 10 bao nhiéu ngdy kia?

— May d& Lim, non mot thang la hai muoi
hai ngay diiy. Hom nay di 1d mong tam
thang chap roi con gi?

Tam nght bung :

— A hal con ¢6 hai muoi hai ngay nira la
dén Tét !

Va tir diy Tam cdé nhdm tinh timg ngay
mot.

Long mong-mdi clia Tam di théa. Ngay
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hai mwoi hai, ong dd vé nghi. Hai mrexi ba
nha Tam quét gign ban thy sach s, trén ban
tho ong cdag, bay thim ¢ mi tam diu rong,
muwoi hai mit kinh va hai tai xanh diém do
chdng nguoe lén nhuw hai tai con tho. Ngay
chap oag cong, Tam dwoe dn mit hita ngon
1anh no-né! Ma Tam vin nho ring dén ngay
shap ong coug Lhicon biy ngay nita 1 T'¢t.

— Con biy ngay ntra la Tét, suwdng qud.

Tam nghi vay, roi vui vé chay di choi hang
xom. Quang-canh nha qué di din-ddn ndo-
nhi¢t vi Té. Nguoi di cho dong lén. Cic
cong viée lam voi vang, mau hon. O diu
ciu ao mdi nha da chém-chd mot cuon la
dong d& go6i banh.

R6i nhitng tidng lon bi choc ti€t kéu i-éc
.G~ moi x6m, tiéng gid gio chi-chat & moei nha
ciing tidng 1én bot banh gai thum-thup di
1am r3 rang cai canh Tét roi, khong ai con
ddi Tam dwoe nita! Ba muwoi TEt, cay néu
dung sirng-sirag gitka san, cdu ddi do lom
trirge cira cang lam cho Tam hon hé mirng
khon xiét.

~Sang sirm mong mot, trang phdo cha nhh
vira nd, Tam vdi vang choing gidy dui mit
i ra mic Ay cai 4o dai msi ruéom ndu gidi
bun mic vao va difn cAl quiin vii méi may
triing bgp. Tam nghiém-trang di dén trwéoc
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milt ong ba ly Tudng, chic mirng nim wmoi ;

— Con chuc mirng thay me sang nim moi
manh khoe sOng ldu va gilu bing mudi
ndm ngoai !

Ong 1y khen:

~rae Fin Thy eling ohiae ch y ¢ nfm
nay hoc giéi hon nhﬁ‘ng tré khiac. Nim nay
con lén biy rdi phai chiim chi ma hoc nhé.
Pay thiiy mirng (udi cho con mot tign nay.

Ba 1y ciing cho mot ti&n nira. Tam vui
swong nhan Jdy tién ra khoe voi chi:

— Tao c6 nhitng hai kia, d& tao mua
thiit llrng do:

Pén nitra budi, com nuwoc xong roi, ong ly
v&i Tam dem gitu di 1€ va mung tudi cac
nha than-thudc. Bt dén nha ndo, Tam ciing
thiy ong ly noi:

— Niim cii da .qua, buéc sang nim moi,
16i dén mirng tudi cho ong ba sdng lau manh
khde, gitu c6 bing nim bing mudi nim
ngoai. ' o

Vi ai ciling soa diu Tam, cho Tam tlen
rit nhiéu, nhiéu hon mei nim. ‘\Igu'm nao
<ling béo :

" — Nim nay cdu da la hoc trd ciip sach
di ‘hoc, khong ‘bé bong nhe trwée nira. Toi
mirng ‘tudi d& cdu mua gidy ndy.

Tam sung-séng qua va bung bioe da:
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— Ra di hoc c¢ lgi that!

Y

Hom mong bon, Tam maii dang no dua &
san dinh chot ¢6 nguoi nha ra tim vé. Tam
mai vui, phat-khing lén ming tén diy-lo :

-— V& lam gi, ong khong vé.

'— Khong v&é ong nha danh 9!1"6'1, ong cho
toi ra tim ngay anh vé ong bao.

Tam ngaa - ngai danh phai theo vé. Pén
anha, thily ong 1y dang ngdi x&p l)?til!gtl'én
sap, Tam dwge yén long. Tam chi s¢g co
viée gi dén, lam Tam phai don thi chét!
Ollg ly sai Tam l‘z"iy nghién mai nn’rc.‘,'l‘:‘xm
vang theo ngay. Ong ly md trap ra Iy to
gifly hoa-tién do -twoi va mot ngon bat meoi.
Ong bio Tam:

— Hom nay (6t ngdy, thay v&i con khai
bat nhe. ' '

Tam khong hidu hoi :

— Khai bat 1a thé nido hd thdy ?

— Khai but 1a sang nim méoi phai chon
ngly t8L giv tSt, bit diu viét len to gifly hoa-
tién hay tor gifly do, rdi gian lén cot hay sa
nha. Sau vigt gi mdi dwgce vidt. Ngé6 chuwa
Xhai bat ma cir vidt thi dong sudt nim, dj
hoc thi chiu dot ma lam vi¢e thi ciing hong.
Ngo giip phai gio x8u, con sinh sa 6m dau,
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benh tat, tai va bt ky nita. Con nghe chuwa ?
Phii cin-than ddy.
— Biim vang a!

Roi ong ly n¥™ xudng, dim ngdi bat moi
vio nghién myc, lay ra viét mot giong dai
O gifta to hoa-tién. Vidt xong énﬁ ndhanh
¢d lai bio Tam:

— Con chua viét duge, thiy viét cho mgot
chit bul, con d& phiin con mot nét sb, Tam
cim bt run-run fia toet Ién to& gidy roi kéo
dai xudng trong ré mot vét muyce to twong.
Xong Tam cim buat, dwong méit nhin ong,
ong cau may bao:

— Thoi !

RO ong cim Wy t& gily ngdm nghia.
‘Sau cing noi :

— Thoi ciing dwge, vao trong nhad 13y ti
banh chung ra day. _

Tam &y mang ra. Ong ly dinh m¢t it
viio diu to gidy.dem gian lén si nha. Con
gi6 nhe ludt qua cira sd thdi bay cong t&

gifly la-la. Tam vui mu:ng thoat nan, chay
xudng nha dudi.
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Mong tam thang gieng. Tam indi vai vori
tré hang xom, ri nhau len Ién cay bl (6
chim. Chi Tam chay di tim khip ca khong
thily, dirmg b ao réo ngan Ién '

— Tam oi Tam! O Tamoil! O dau thi vé !

O tren cay sung bén bic Xi Can, Tam
thua mot cach git gong:

— 01! Pay chir dau mi ngau lén the!

Trong theo tiéng thuwa, thily Tam d:mg bam
chiil 1ay chnh sung anhw con meo ugdi rinh
cuudt, chi "l‘z‘tm doa; ‘

— Gioi nhi! treo cay ! tao v& tao bhao thiy
cho may !

Tam voi tut xudng ciy, dfu diu hoi ;

— Nhung goi vé lam gi di nao ?

— Co6 cau & trén My-ly xudng choi, thiy
sai goi may vé.
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— Cau nao thé chi ?

— Cau do Tri ay ma!

Nghe dén ddy, Tam hoi rung minh, haf
tay phi bui do, dut de di vé. Tim tin riing
moéi ban ong d6 ndo dén la Tam ciing phai
goi ra d& khio chir. Con miit nguoi ta cir
chirng-chirng nhin Tam, hé Tam noi sai lay
nhw ho cudi mia-mai d8 roi khi ho vé, thé&
niao Tam ciing bi miing ddo d&. Tam bi miv
lin nhu vay, nén h€ noéi dé&n ong do nio la
tw-nhién Tam thiy s¢ vin-vo. Nhit la nay
dén lwet cau do minh, mot ong do di noi
tigng la dit don. Tam khép-nep vé dén sinm,
ron-rén ngap-ngirng, budc ngin budce dai.
Tam chyc chay xuﬁng bép, lluw ong Iy da
goi giat lai :

-- Bi dau v& ddy ? Chi gidi chay tho'. Maun
lén vao cndo cau di ndo.

Tam bade 1én he, chip tay vai chio :

— Thua cdu xudng choi al

Ong ciu mim cuoi néi :

— U, chau vido diy cau bao.

Tam f()ll—rén_ lai giin giwdng, ong ciu hoi :

— Chau hoc dén sich gi rdi? '

Tam ngin nguoi nghl l)ung : «Bu biét ma»
va néi : i

— BAm con hoc dcn s:ich « Au -hoe ngu-
ngon thi».
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— Pgc mat doan cau nghe nao!
Bim cau, con doc :
Kn-.’zgc rngit-ngé thi,
Thién-1iv trong hién hco,
Vin-chuong gido nhi-tao,
Van ban giai ha pham,
Duy hitu déc thie cao'!

— Nghia la gi? -

— Nghia la: Sach Au hoc ngti ngon thi..
Ngoi thién-ti trong ké hién hio, viin-chuong
day 1 may, muon bac déu phim dudi. Bui
c6 doc sach la cao!

— Ngéi thién-t& 1a ai ?

— Bim 1la dirc vua al

— U, ditc Vua ngai cao xa Iim. Ngai & tan
Kinh kia. Th? li may la li ndo ?

— L@t may la lii tré con no-nghich ngoai
dudng.

C’ng ciu lic diug, lam Tam lg, i chira
then. Ong noi :

— Khong phai | Lit may la li hoc tro nhuw
may 3y. Muén bac déa phim duéi. Bui c6
doc sach la cao, 1a nghia lam sao ?

--L& cac bac nhr bac he nha ta déu thip

cd. Chi ¢o cai gia dung sich d& doc la cao-
hon |

Ong c4u khong nhm dll'o’c, cudi ha—ha nhin_
Tam dang luBng cudng dd mit, ca ong ly:
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Tuwdng ciing cwdi ngiit nghto. Ong ciu thonyg
tha bao :

— Moi bac la moi nghé, nhuw lam rudng.
tho moe, the réen, the sor, cho chi nguot
dét vai, nguoi di ¢y, d8u thip kém ci. Chy
¢O nguwoi doc sich la cao quy. BPoc sach tive
la di hoec. Pi hoc bidt chiv, di thi dé lanx
quan, o xanh 4o do6, mii cao a0 dai, vong
Iong vua ban, that 1a sung-swong danh gii
hon ngwoi ... Man triéu cha (i quy, tdn thi
ddc thw nhdan. Diy tricu nhitng vi quan ao
do, Ao tim, dtu Ia nhitng ngwoi chiu doe sach
ca. By chau hidu chwa. Bi hoe duge quy
trong nhw vay, chau c¢o thich hoc khoag ?

N ]

— Biim cdu,con ¢o6 thich a!

— T8t m. Chau cau ngoan!.

Ong ly noi thém vao bdo Tam:

— Niim nay ciu ngéi & lang Vian-lrung.
tao roi voi cau cho may theo ‘hoc nhé, caw
cling nhuw thily, di v&i can hoc dwoe nhidu,
¢6 phiin mau gidi hoin. May co6 biing long
di & ? I

Tam ngidn-ngai chua bi€t gia nhoi ra lans
sao. Ong cau lidn noi tidp:

— Chau di _ bdo chau thich di hoc, ném
thay chau moéi noéi voi cau dem chau di, kéo
d& chau & nha khong €6 ngudi ren cap, duénb
doang lim. Bily chau xem nghia th€ ng, chaw
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xo ra thé kia ci. Va lai di voi cau lai co
cd thing Diing nha cdu nita. Ilai anh em
di voinhau ¢6 ban vui dao dé. Chau cur bing
lIong di chdau a! o

Nghe giong au-y&m ctia cau, Tam dia hot
s, nay lai thily dugce di véi anh Diing, Tam
dwge yén long va Tam hidu riing bt eir vide
gi, nhitng ngudi trén da cho 1a phai, co loi,
thi div minh ¢6 khong mudn ciing khong xong.
Tam hiéu ..lz“'im, Tam hidt phan minh, danh
long theo phan, nén ngap-nging thua :

— Bam thiiy con bing long a!

Trong khi ong Iy hon ho tuoi cwoi, ong
cau khen :

— Ngoan lim, chaungoan lim. Khong . nhuw
nhirng tré khac. Chau bing long di hoc xa
ngay nhir thé, sir hoc cha chau sau nay moi
kha, méi hon nguwoi. Thing Ding ma luc
moi di voi ciu ciing khoc mii, danh cho ba
roi moi chiu di. Chau Tam cha cau dang
khen 1im.

Tam duge cau khen, trong long vui-swong
vo cung.

CxT 2 . . N
Va ca nha d&u vui mirng sim sta cho Tam
di theo hoe.

Cau Tam, 6ng d6 Tri 1a mot tay nho-hoc-
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kba vang fv. Ong di thi di vio dén Tam-
Aruong (1), Nim nay ong bon muwoi hai tuoi.
Nhung ong van con mai-miét hoc d¢ di thi,
mong-mdi chidm Iy cii cie-nhan. Ong tiurong
Ien tap vin quan DOc-hoe tinh nhd vi bén
quan Nghe Pham. Ong I mot nguot ¢o dive—
vong & vung, nén ai ciing mén, nhidu not
tranh nhau dén ruede di ngoi day bao con en.
Nim nay ong chanh-téng Van - Trung cin
phicn déa rude ong, ong bing long nhan
v&i ba mié¢ng com chivr vi méi diva hoot tro
I W . Y . (D) . P 4.
dong nicn : Sdu quan lién, ba cdi ¥t ngodi.
Ong mic ci ba mitng com chin, I y ong
mudu dem Tam di, kém voi thiing Diing cho

- LY N " . o . . DI 3 L.

ui. Va ong chicu loag b 1y Tuoag. em gai
ong, mudn gui-gip cho con duwge hoe déa
noi dén chon, vi xem ra no6 hoc duge. ROi
nha Tam s& dem tién gao nudi Tam «¢ia cho
ba dé Tri. Nhw thé hai ding cung loi. Nén
vi¢ée cho Tam di hoc thu-x&p chong-vanh lim.

Muoi tam thang gicag. Mot ngay ot lanh
chon dé lam 1¢ khai-truwong.

Budi sang hom Ry, mét gioi vira qui ngon
tre do hai ngii, ong d6 Tri cing mily nguot

(1) Bi thi duge vao dén ky thir ba,
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khach la mang trap va génh ti sach dén.
Ong ly don da di tém gifiu rot nudc moi
khach. Ba Iy ban - ron thit lai cai gidy quan,
séc lai cai ¢ 4o cho Tam. Ba ré cai kban
g6i ra xét xem quin 4o d& dh ca chua.
Purge mot luc, 6ng do da duc:

— Mau mau, ta di kéo lai trual

R6i ci bon dirng 1én. Ong 46 di ra, nguoi-
cip trap va nguwoi ganh 14 theo sau, tiéng
chao vang ca lén. Cha cu Thin ngdi xudng
cho Tam 6m vao vai c¢dng. Ba ly con gidn
nira :

— Con ngoan ma hgc nhé. Ti€n me cho
con, me dwa ca cho cau gilt hQ, con mudn
mua gi con cir bdo cadu. Miy héom nira, me
cling xudng diy, con al

Ra d&n cdng, 6ng chu, ba bac, moi nguoi
trong ho don dén. Ai ndy moét 1oi, noi tia it :

— Tam di hoc da, ngoan nhi, C8 chim.
hoc cho gidi nhé | nay thim cho m¢t tién nay .

— Chau di hge chidm-chi, 6ng d6 day day
th nao chau ciing chéong biét hon & nha.
Pay chi chi c6 hai muwoi d6ng cho chau.
14y may,

— Chéu theo o6ng 1én d4y hoc ngoan nhé.
Dirng nhd nha. Bac ting 1im cha co gi cho:
chau ca.

Ba ly Tudng ling-bing .
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— Cai ba &y ro khéo ghél! Nguwoi ta di
lo n6 nhé unha lai con cir nhic dén!

Ong bic Tam mai noi chuyén voiong do,
gio' moi chay dén, soa ddu Tan:

~ Con ¢& theo ong di hoe, d6 My cai
cl-nhan vE din thi lon ling nayv, con atk
Hoc gidi v& bac thudng nhé !

RGi ea bon phai ran ra dé cho Tam di.
Ong ly cling theo dwa chan d&n tan trrong.
Qua canh dong lta xanh ron, theo miy be
rudng quin-quoco, hai bén ¢d moc mon-man,,
rdi leo 1én con dé, con dé to bling caisin.
cao hon noc bép va thiag tdp dai vo-tan.. .
Chom-chém ngdi trén lung cha cu Thin,
Tam dang hdi-hop vi tinh quy@n-luyén coa
nguoi trong ho, mong-moi cho minh hoe
gioi, thi nay tim mitl dwge trong ra canh
ngoai méi la, Tam wai nbia, quén At ca,
tam-hon th3ly lang-ling khoai tra. Nhirng
dinh mi€u, mai cong-cong dué¢i khom cay
bu dua... Mot vai ciy gao cao vot lén
trén lily tre xanh trong nhu cai ciy dém
diu trén ban tho . .. Mdy con thuyén, budm
duong thiing, ling-1& ti€én trén mit song, dong
nuéce chay litng 1o.. . Va xa-xa tan bdi bém
kia, ru¢ng dau xanh-xanh bidc rungrink
theo chiéu gi6 xuan la-lwot... Mot nguoi
cudi ngua vuot qua, ti€ng vo nén dudng
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16c-coc, di xa Tam con trong rd cai duébi
ngwa toe phit-phéi va cat bui mn bay. ..
Toan la moila, la mit, la tai ... Tam nhw
say-stta voi canh...

Thi da dén noi.

— DP&n noi roéi, cac ong nhi?

Cha cu Thin héi.

— Phai lang Van-trung day roil

Lang Van-trung & lién ngay con dé « quai-
[6 » trén bo song DPay. Mot lang bé nhung
gidu, v&éi nha ngoéi mai san-sal nhuw bat 1ip,
véi nbirng vuon cau duwr lrdm goe, ngon la.
xanh-xanh cao vwot lily ire xanh, nguoi ta
nhan bidt ty ding xa. O trén dé, r& vao
mot con dudong réng va phiing, ngoidt vé
bén phii mot quing dai la dén cbdng nha
ong Chanh, mot cai céng ngdi, quét véir
tring toat, cao d0 -s¢ voi hai canh lim rit
gidv. Qua céng dén riy trdong hoa cao ngit,
réi vao san gach roéng, bude léu cii nha.
ngoi ndm gian, trong to hon dinh livig Tam..
Trong nha biy-bién rit lich-siy. Tréu si, ba-
birc dai-tw thiing hang choi loi. O gifra, birc-
son son chir vang, hai bépn, hai hirc son-
then chir bac. Nim gian, treo rim bhuc y-
mén do théu kim - tuy&n va vién chan chi-
hat bot. M&i ¢t mot cau ddi son den bong
nhoang, chit kham sa-cir. O trOng treo.
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nhirng 1o tranh tan thiy-mac... Gh&é vuong
ghe diii Ling gu den hong nhu su‘ng viviram-
trd riit cong-phu, trong loa ci mit.. Cai gi
ciing la ci. Tammai ngim-nghia, khong nghy
gi dén nguoi ta (ro chuyén ¢ chung quanh.

Bong thily moi nguwoi rdo-rao ding giay.
Ciac khach-khia & trén girdong déu ding
xudng dil (‘Z\ Hoc tro 1o bé dirng tim-tum
ci ngodi e, O gitta nha, trén cii sap chan
quy tram mit hd-par, ngit-nguwdong mot cai
yvén-thir son do choi, chay chi vang. Trén
yén-thu biy doi dng huwong, doi ciay nén va
ba chiée dai ruweu, thay déu biing dong ong-
anh. Mot hén, cat mam dong dyng mam  soi
diity va mot hén cai s6 lon lo ludng dé diy
lop cad mot cai mam khie. O gitra, hai chai
rirou va mot dia dung ché cau chue qua
voi mot la giin. Hal ngon nén dang chay
rung-rinh twoi do...

Ong do diit nim hwong cham vio ngon nén.
Ltta ngon nén tda ra mit hin di, boc khoi
Ién, roi buang chay 1én ngiin-ngut. Ong 46 voi
nhiic nfiim huong ra, vily mét nhat, cho Lt
lta, diu bo hwong chi con I mét nim do-
ngon, khoi lén nghi-ngut. Ong ciim thiing tip
vao cai bat huwong diy gao dit sau ba cai
dai. Khoi rong viat thdng 1én cao rdi cudn-
cudn (da tan din ra lep nhi; der'm mui.
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16c-coc, di xa Tam con trong rd cai dubi
ngua toe ph&t-phéi va cat bui mu bay. ..
Toan la moila, la mét, la tai ... TAm nhw
say-swa voi canh ...

Thi d3a d&n noi.

— DPén noi roi, cac o6ng nhi?

Chag cu Thin héi.

— Phai lang Van-trung day réil

Lang Van-trung ¢ lién ngay con dé « quan-
[o » trén bo song Pay. Mot lang bé nhung
giflu, voi nha ngéi mai san-sat nhu bat vp,
voi nhitng vuon cau du lrdm goe, ngon la
xanh-xanh cao vwegt liy lre xanh, nguoi ta
nhan bi&t tr ding xa. O trén dé, r& vio
mot con duong rong va phiing, ngoiit vé
bén phii mot quing dai 14 dén cong nha
ong Chanh, m¢t cai cbng ngdi, quét voir
tring toat, cao d6 -sd voi hai canh lim riit
gifiy. Qua cdng dén riy tuong hoa cao ngit,
réi vao san gach rong, buodc léu cii nha.
ngoi ndm gian, trong to hon dinh tang Tam..
Trong nha biiy-bién r#t lich-sw. Trén si, ba
birc dai-tw thfing hang choi loi. O gifra, birc
son son chir vang, hai bén, hai birc son
then chit bac. Nim gian, treo nim buc y-
moén do théu kim - tuy&n va vién chan chi
hat bot. Méi cot mét cau ddi son den bong
nhoang, chit kham sa-c. O lwoOng treo
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nhitng to tranh tau thiy-mac... Ghe vuong.
ght diii Limg gu den bong nhw sirng v irgm-
trd ritt cong-phu, trong loa ci mit.. Cai gi
cling la ca. “Tam mai ngim-nghia, khong nghy
g1 dén nguoi ta tro chuyén & chung quanh.

Bong thily moi nguoi rao-rdo dirng  giay.
Cac kihach-khwa & trén girong déu ding
xudng dit ca. Hoc tro lon be dirng tim-tum
cd ngoai ctra. O gitta nhi, trén cii sap chan
quy tram mit ho-pour, ngit-ngwdng mot cdi
vén-thir son do choi, chay chi vang. Trén
vén-thuw biy doi dng hwong, doi cay nén va
ba chide dai rweu, thay deéu bing dong ong-
Anh. Mot bén, cal mam dong dyng mam  soi
diily va mot bén cii so lon lo luong d¢ diay
lop cd mot cai mam khie. O gitra, hai chai
rwou va mot dia dyng ché cau chuc qua
voi mét 1a gitiu. Hai ngon nén dang chay
rung-rinh Luoi do...

Ong do dit niim hwong cham vao ngon nén.
Lira ngon nén téa ra mit hin di, boe khoi
Ién, réi bang chay lén ngin-ngut. Ong dd voi
nhic nim huwong ra, viy mét nhat, cho Lt
ltra, diiu bo huoong chi con v mot nfim dé
ngon, khoi lén nghi-ngit. Oug cim thiing tip
vao cai bat hwong diy gao @it sau ha cai
dai. Khoi hrong vat thing lén cao rdi cuon-
cupn tda tan din ra kbip nha; duwgm muL
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thom ngio-ngat...Ong d6 vudt thing ta do
chiip tay 1€ bon 1€, quy lam-rdm khin, roi
ong 1& bdn 1& nita lui ra. Cac hoc tro lin
Irot vao 1¢, nhon truge bé sau. Bdn ngudi
mot, dung thiinh hang chit nh#t, mit trong
thiing, chiip tay do lén qua tran, vai xudng,
Iin lugt quy hai g®i, phii - phue diu giap
chiéu réi nging ngay ngudi lén, hit tay vin
goi bén phai dirng giay déu tim-tip. Nhw thé
bon lwot, roi lui v8 bén trai. Bén kia bon
nguoi khiac vao. Si-sup mii cho dén khi hét
mit hoc tro, bén phai khong con ngudi ndo
ntra. Sau cung dé&n Tam va Diing. Hai dira
con ngin ngai. Ong do duc :

— Diing voi Tam vao 18 di chang con, 1&
Birc-Thanh phu-h¢ cho hoc gidi! Mau 1én |

Tam, Dung ron-rén vao dén chidu. Tam
ludng - cudng & chué¢nh-choang va c¢o lic
soii nhuw con &h. O ngoii chung né khuc-
khich cu¢i, Tam x3#u hd miit dd birng Ién,
nong ran cad minh. Nhung ma rdi cling
phai xong. Hai dira lui ra, lAn vio dam
hoc tro. ’

Th& la xong 1€ khai-trrérng.

Budi hoc biit diu ngay khi &y, bt diu liy
1¢, nén hdp-tdp voi-vang rdi tan ngay.

Ong d5 di uBng rwou véi céc ngudi cod
con dé&n hoc va gop tién lam 1&/ khai-truong
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nay. Ho #in udng tro chuyén riit vui vé.
Tam vi Diing dugc cic ban gidt di chot
khip noi.



CHUONG VIII

DPa nim ngiy rodi. Ndm ngay & noi xala,
duoc 6ng 46 dung-ting cho choi, dwgce nha
chi hét sirc chidu-chuéng, va duge cac anh
em dua xem nhirng noi vai dep, TaAm khong
nghi gi d€n nha ca. Sang day xuc miénﬂg
xong la mot chi€é¢ banh gai hay banh mat
dam miéng, roi lai mot qui chudi hay mot
qud cam. [-a hoc miy ti€ng, di co6 qua
cho dua lén : nao banh da, nao banh hu,
nao keo virng. Luc niao thire din ciing ngdp
miéng, An com toan voi gio cha, ca thit,
ngon hon & nha nhigu. An xong lai dwgc
cac ban dian di choi, ra dinh, ra mi&u,
tréo cdy, hai hoa. Va vui nhit la duwoc
xudng thuy&n lénh-dénh ra giita séng, nghe
song v6 odm-odp véi mai chéo dap nué'f:
udm-uém. Tam di mai vui choi quén ca
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nho nha. Va nguwoi ta ciing mung dian din
Tam s& vui vé hoc tap ...

Nhung budi chitu hom nay, may vin cudn
cuon sdm biu gioi, gio bdc ting con rén
rit ngoai liiy tre G rli, mwa bay phei - phoi
nhw cat bui tung gioi lim dim dia la cay
va nhop - nhip duong ngd. Tam thdy long
thao - thire la. Moi canh vat & day dou da
quen (ua thanh thwong va ding ghét. Tam
nao - nao nho dén nha, nhd me, nhé cha,
nho em, nhéd mei nguoi thin thich quen
thugce, nho moi hinh anh quyén-luygn, men
yéu. Tam nhé tha-thiét, nhé pfo-nung, vin
vo mong udc ¢6 doi canh nhu con chim
gioi bat gio ma bay bong vé noi qué nha
than-yéu | Mt bin rin, doi mét doé hoe, Tam
tudng tugng dén cay sung ¢ ngoai bo ao
rueom-ra canh 14, d&€n cai chai bén dong, ma
Tam thuong lam dinh ¢ diy, d€n em Tam
bap be hoc noi, d&n Iii iré hang x6m dang no
rodn  viing minh, d&n chi Tam hay treu-
chong minh va ganb dn voi minh..., Tam
thim than cho than phan tu dung bi dem
bd & gitra ddm ngudi xala! Tam mudn khéc
da lén ! Chung quanh chung ban d&u tiu tit
vui viy v&i cha me, anh em. chi riéng
minh bo vo hiu quanh! Bi&t <¢n bao gie
minh lai dugc xum hop nhwr ho.,
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Su cam-stic d&€n manh qué,; khi€n no thiim
thia qua, né #n sau vao cdi long Tam, no
tran ngap ca tam hdn, Tam ngodi thir ra sau
nha, khong thiét lam gi ca, khéng thiét hoc,
khéng thi&t di choi, khong thi¢t no dua,
khong thi€t in nhiing thir ngon la ma ba
cht sai dem d&n cho. Tam ghét tdt ca, Tam
gian tdt ca. Ho la ké thu, ho thuvong chi
minh !

Trong khi 8y. 6ng d6 Tri sai hoc tro ra
ghi-dé va khuyén-gidi Tim. Chung mia may
lam tré, ching ra di choi, ching cim tay
16i giay. Tam cir mdt muc lic diu quay
minh di, chiing néi chfing riing, miéng o w,
choai chan ng6i phét xudng. Lii kia bd ve.
Dén luwot Diing ra, hdp tdp noi.

— Tam oi Tam, di v& hoc, khong thiy
tao ra danh ch#&t, léu léu di hoc con nhé
nha? . :

Tam ruom - reém nwée mit, phat khang
chiri .

— Me may Diing a!

Ding tirc 13i chay v& thua :

— Bam thay, thing TAm n6 chiti con ddy!

Ong d& cau may, hoc tro cudi khtic-khich !

Ba Cbénh tirc*ba cht nha, di qua thiy
vay, ciing r& vio dé Tam, ba néi rdt ngot
ngao :
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— Con vé dang nha di, kikong hoc thi choi,
chir dirag ngoi day, thiy dd tre miah, thiy
ra danh ch&t. Con mudn mua gi bao wo, mai
mo di chg mua cho. R6i m¢ nhiin me con
xudng, rwde con vE choi miy hom nhé.

Ba cim 13y tay Tam loi ding giay va
noi tidp :

— Nao dirng 1én di vé ndo, bdo ngoan.

Nhurog Tam vin ldc diu, co minh kéo-
lai ngé6i phich xu8ng. Ba tirc minh ling-
bung : ‘

— Gom, ctta dau:ma kho bao thé )

Mot tén hoctré nhé chay tung-ting ch@:

— A ha!l Léu-téu di hoc nhé nha'l

Me gign me mdng vé nha vung com !

Tam phin vi budn qua, phdn vi tic qué,
6a len khoc hu-hu—Ong dd cim roi, 19p-
cop doi gidly g6 di ra quat:

— Tam ! v& ngay hoc di ndo ? mudn chét
don a 2 Nhe kbong wa, ua nédng!

Tam vin ti-ti khoc.

Ong dd nong tiét do thing vot vut ba roi
quén dit lgi. Tam riy-ndy lén, hai tay soa
dit, miéng kéu rdi-rit:

— (i gioi 6il con lay cau! i gioil con
lay thiy! Con ché& mat, hu-Li...w! con.
con ch&t mit! ' ‘

Ong dd lai quat:
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— Th¥€ may di chiwa nhé nha chia ? Co
v€ ngay hoc di nao ?

__U-ha !... Bdm thiiy con chua roéi a!
con xin.. xin vé... u hul |

Ba chanh th#y ti€ng khoc va tiéng thiy
dsé quat voi chay lai xin h¢ Tam:

— Thoi xin thay, thay tha cau @y ban nay
ban sau cau 8y chtral

ROi ba quay lai bao Tam :

— To6i da bao khong nghe, noi ngot khéng
wa, waroi votkia! Thoi dung lén, ra day
t6i lau mat cho.

Tam hu-hu khoc theo ba ra b8 nuwéc mura.
Ba lau chui sach sé cho Tam, ro6i din vé
dén phan hoc. Ong dd nghiém-nghi bao Tam:

— Bit ngay di va hoc di nao!

Tam ntre-nd sut-sui ¢d cit ti€ng hoc:

— Ucl... Xuan du... trc phrong thdo dia!
hu... Ha... trc... thudng luc... u... ha, tri!

Tir hom phai m3y roi lin ndi nhur con
trach, Tam s¢ h&t hon khong dam cudng
nhoi mét 1An nio, trong bung, Tam vin am
thim chan ghét sr hoc. Tam budn lim.
Khéng hoc thi chiu kém, phai don ludn
kh3 xZu-hd khéng the nao chiu dugc! Nén
vin phai hoc. Chw tuw trong day long, Tam
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c¢6 dugc yén chi ma hoc dau, Tam vAn thao-
thirc nho nha. Cé6 khi, sau budi hoc, Tam
1én ra diun lang, mot minh ngdi trén duong
dé tréng vé nhirng nui xanh-xanh tit mu xa
qua nhirng 16p lily tre xanh-th§m va ciy cdi
bit-ri.. Tam diim-dim nhio vd tedng-tugng :

— Kia lang ta kia rdi, nhata kia réi. Moi
ngudi dang lam-lung. Moi tré dang né dual
Udec gi la co canh ma bay vé rdi'lai bay xudng!

H& c6 moét ngudi quen nao qua choi day,
lac ra v8, Tam ciing theo ra dén tan diu
lang, va dung trong theo cho méi khi ray
lang ding kia che m#t béng ngudi. -

Nhiéu lin nhw thg, ong do thuwong khong
n& danh, tim ra mot k& rit dieu d& gitr Tam
& nha. Mot hém Tam dang bin-thin & gdc
cdy gao diu dinh, wét ngudi to 16n di qua
li&n quat hoi :

— Thing be¢ néy con nha ai, ma ding day?

Tam s¢ hdi noi :

— Bam ong, t61 la chéu bng do & trong
6ng chanh.

- — O'trong 6ng chénh sao ra day?A thiing
nay trén hoc! Con ai, chaun ai fao. cling tim
c&ng, tao vt xudng song cho mit giSng: Trri 1
~ Tam khoéc thét lén. cﬁm c¢d chay mat mach

v& truong !
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Ta ddy Tam khong dam mét minh tho-
ihdn ngoai dwong nita. Nhiftng budi chidu ta
va nhirng ngay may den tham-dam, Tim
buén riu, nho-nhung ndo-nudt, chi danh vo-
vin & x6 nha. Tam but nhiing chi€c hoa
siic-s&, nhit nhitng chi€e 14 ta ving vé bé
thanh hinh vuodug-vin, d& & khe cira s lam
dinh. Khi tan hoc, khi ra di giai, Tam lin-
It d€a khe clra chip tay lam-ram ciu-
kh3n thin-thanh pit-ho cho Tim dwge vui-
v¢, khéi nho nhava viét dep, hoc gioi. Long
mong-moéi cia Tam chi ¢é vay. V& viéc hoc,
c¢&-nhién, khong miy khi Tam bi quo-lrach
va ché-bai, Con su nhé-nhung lau ciing
nguoi-ngudi din trong tam-tri cda cau thu-
sinh b¢ nho.

Nhirng méi lan v€ thim nhi xudng, lai la
mébi 1in khoc suwot-mudt, mbi 1in nhé thit
rudt 1a méi lan phai don nén than ! Ma Tam
van khdng tai nao chtra dwge, ndi budn thiu
né phat dau ty day long Tam ! lai G-rii mit
d€n m%y ngay. Tam mudn kéu gao gioi dit
ma minh oan cho than phan hoc tro.

— « Bé boéng da phii xa nha theo hoc, méi
nidm dwgc do vai thing & nha. ROSi cang
nhén di hoc cang xa, v& thim cang it, x4t
sa thay cai cAinh mot minh noi dit la! R&i
con di thi nita. Thi dé phai ra lam quan,
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Thanh ra cai doi hoc-tro that 1la khd - sé.
Sudt doi phai lang - thang thién-ha, xa noi
vén-&m than-véu, xa cha me v¢ con, anh
em than-thudéc! Th& thi ho lam khd nbau
chi, bt nhau phai co-cuc vi di hoc!! Uoe.
gi sau nay di thi khong 46, ta duoc vé ngay
nha chiin trau ciy rudéng nhw cha cu Thin,
nhu bac xd Nim!l»

Cai y-ludng 2y c quydn-luyén Tam mii,
vd sau, m6i khi & nha xudng truong, no lai
bigu-phat rdt minh-liét. Cho mii d&€n nim
Tam muoi ba tudi, hidu rd gia-tri cha sy
hoc, cai y-tudng dy moi tieu-tan nhw may
khoi, ma nhwong chd cho cai long ham
mudn khong bo-bé&n nhitng phit vinh-quang
trén buwce thang khoa-ctr.



CHU'ONG IX

Mic dAu Tam van nbo nha v chan ghét
3w hoc nhw vay, nhwng nhd & roi vot, va
hinh phat & nguwoi ngoai lam Tam s¢, Tam
vin ti€n toi mau hon nhitng tré khac.

Hon sau thang theo ong d6 Tri, Tam da
viél buéng dugc va theo dang duwoc (& ludt
cltia 16p hoc-tro phéd. Mbi ngay ké nyhia xoag,
doc bai hom truoce, roi budi chigu vidt bai
hoc 15i, lai viét mot to chiv phong d& thi
hon kém. Ngay nao ciing nhw ngay nao,
khong hé thay déi. M6i thang hai ky hoc 6n,
nhir vao ngay rim va mdéng mot. Lop hoc
4rd nhon, méi thang ¢6 miot ky 6n dinb vao
ngay nao tuy -tién khong nh#t dinh. Tuy
mo6i dira hoc sach khac nhau va khong bai
nso gidng bai nao, nhwng dén ky 6n ddu
phai dwa sach lén ong d6 phée dinh d&n
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dau la vi-ch (h&t). Phiin nhigu, bit diu tu
ky on truoc, cho dé€n cach bai méi mot vai
to. D€n ngay on, budi hqc nao - nhiét hon
hiin ngay thuonga. Hoc tro khéng phai hec
nghia. Doc bai uom trude xong rdi, ching
quay quiin 13y givong 6ng do. Pia son mai
do6 thiim, chua dung gi d&n, nhiing bot sii
ctr lin diin diin, va don cd nudc xudng tu
quanh hon son nhda thin. Béa nao cling
mudn dwa sach cho 6ng d8 chim truoc.
Ong ciim 1y méi quydn sach, tay mé& luén
luon deu-déu iurng t& mot, xem chirng dén
gin bai hoc hdom qua, ong tim doan nae
cach, ong pheé chit « y séc kjy» hay « y vong
ki » tuy theo ngay on va6 mong mot hay
ngay rim, rbi ong quéing sich ra gid. Dira
c6 sach ciim ldy lach ra, cho nhitng dira
khac len vao. Nhw th€ quanh giwong éng
dd thwa din, thea din cho d&n khi chim
hét. Sau d6 hoc tro hoc én lai mét mach
tir diu cho d&n cudi xem co chir nao quén.
HZ quén la phai.lai hdi 6ng d5 ngay. On-
Ao mot luc, rdi budi hoc tan, sébm hon moi
ngay nhidu. Budi chiéu khoéng co gi khac,
cong viée ciing nhue ngay thuong. _
Sdng hom sau, hoc véi- vang budi nghiq,
rdi dén lic « héi 6n». Hoc trd lai dirng quay.
kin giwong ong do, tay dira nao ciing cim
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sach mé sin lim-1am dwa 61g dd hoi. Ong
nhan sach, lat qua miy &, doc mot cdu (rong
2y, doan ngirag nhin tén boc tro c¢o sach.
Teén nay nhic lai cau ong vira hoi, réi doc
mot trang dai nita. Ong dé6 mé qua miy o
hoi sang cau khac. Tén hoc tré vé ngay I3y
cau dy, doc mot thoi niva. Lai m& mily to.
lai mot cau thlly doc trude, lai mot thoi tro
doc saul HE&t ba can, ma dwee tron-chu ca,
thiy 45 phé cho chiv « U"u mde », ¢6 mot nét
mac rat dai, nghfa 13 (8t thegoug-hang, (hop
voi chit excellent ciia Phap). Ba cau duge ca,
nhung doc hoi ngéc-nglr mot ti duge phe
<hit « wu » ¢de, v moL nét mac ngén, (hop
voi ¢hit Tres bien). Ba cau ngic-ngw nhiCu
duoc phé chit Blah dai co mét nét sO rit dai,
(hop voi chit Bien ciia Poap). Ai vira-vira
dirgc phé Binh céc, (assez-bien). Ai hoi kha
dugc chiv Thie (passable). Tén nao phai phe
chit «Liét » nho, nguoi ta goi la « Liél
mat cua », kém qua thi bi chit « liét » to-tudn g
1o la hop voi chit «aul» & trong ti€ng Phap.

Cr lan-lrgt hoi nhw thE dira nao xong,
nhit sach lén ra, daa khac dwa sach vao. Hoi
hét loot, réi cac hoc trd {ai vac sach lai cho
ong dd x&p thu-tr d¢ dinh thudng phat.
Thinh-thodng €6 ky thudng ngon but, thoi
muc, hay mot vai chuc gidy. Con phat thi
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ky nio ciing co. Nhitng dira bi phé ligt by
déu bi phat, quét nha, luén khd, chui gim
giwrong. Ngoai ra con phai chiu danh nia
vi ong do day rat dix don. Tuy chir «ligl»
to, nho, hoc tro paai chiu s8 roi bao nhiéu
ddy. Nbung oag do khong danh, éng.giao
roi cho nhtrng dida dwge «wu» phai lam
viéc. Vo-phiuc nhitng tén nao n& ban ma
cai roi may do cao danh khé. né gidng xudng
dit mot cach nhe-nhang. Gip dira ndo nhu
th&, ong do sai noc ngay dia #y ra, Ong
nfin niin udn cai rei mAy luet, rdi thing
tay vut nhuw mwa gidang xudng miy chuc
roi kidu-miu. That 1a di€ng nguwodi! cho nén
nhitng dia nhit nhi, tay cim roi vut, mit
‘van phai ldm-1ét nhin trom ong d6, s¢ cai roi
n6 phan minh thi khdn, va ngudi lai trit ca
vao than. Chi ch&t cac anh bi «liéf », that la
1¢ liét ! Nhitog roi vyt méi lic mét manh
thém, mot cay-idc, mot gom-ghé ! Boi vay
dira nao ciing s¢, h& d&n ky oo 1a chiim-chim
hoc 13y dwoc, hoc sudt ngay, hoc ca dém,
hoc cho 1iu tron nhw chio. ThE mavin con
ph#ip-phdng, ngd nh& quén mg@t cdi thi saol
Va trong s& hoc tro 3y, s¢ nhit 1a Tam, mét
dira xwa nay chua nhit nhatl

Mot hom, Tam vira lach qué 16p rao ngudi
quanh giwdng ra ngoai, mit si nhw qua thi,
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bin-khoin vira mo miAy td sach, vira noéi voi
miy dira ban ra truwoc dang ngéi hoc:

— Ky "on nay, tao gip doan lim chir kho
qua fric-frac la ; khéng khéo lai liégf mit,
chiung may al

Mot théing néi:

— Sor déch gil anh a, (vi Tam laA chdu ong
do, nén dwoc kinh (rong, ca truong ai cling
gei 1a anh) et hoec mii phai thude, chia ra
tirng doan mdt ma hoc.

Théng khac:

— Can gi hoc! Anh khi ndo thily n& danh,
- Thiing khac nira :

— May c6 ma bi€t! Con chau thiy, thiy
cang danh dir! Pdy cau Diing ddy, hoi mét
ti la pbai don! Aoh Tam th& khong thuoc
xem !

Mot thing khac vira ldy dwoc sach chay
ra thém vao  cho vui cAu chuyén: -

— Cho anh Tam khong thudéc mot 1in, d&
anh 8y bi «ligt», anh &y bi don, churiéng
chung minh chiu.don mii a. Tao biét chiic
mai anh “Tam th€ nao cling tut xudng bét
kia ma l v ‘

RSi quay lai Tam, ndé noéi véi vé dfic-y.

— Nay anh Tam a, 181 nhw anh toi khong
hoc ky on’' nay nita, kho b8 me di % ay. Hoc
khd than ma chua chiic di thuge. Tha chia
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16t tran don cho 18 mui doi con hon!
Thoi giip sach lai, anh al

Nhitng nhoi noi cua cdc ban cang lam
cho Tam bgi-rdi thém. Nudi mét nédi lo ngay-
ngay trong long, Tam khong coén du binh-
tinh ma hoc, nén cang kéu moi miéng, bdn
muoi to sach 6a vin cir bap-bdm khong
troi. Tam khong nghi gi d&n choi, dé&n
nghi, Tam chi ngdi hoc IAm-bAim & trong
mom, hoc nbw nudt di. hoec nhw v Iliy!

The ma d€n sang hom sau, lic hoc nghia
bai moi xong rdi, Tam ngdi nhim lai, vin.
triic - triic quén hoai ! Tam s¢ run lén va
Mt hoi :

— Tai sao hoc th& ma minh vin khong
thuoce 2. .

— Tai m6m thiing Chinh ddc-dia, hom qua
'n6 bio minh th€ ndo ciing ligt 2... 7 hai
di ddt via no! )

— Hay tai sing som hom nay, di ra dong
som gidp ngay cai di &?... Cho 8 qua
minh di thuédc rdoi kia ma ?...

— Hay tai s minh ngay hém nay nhiit-
dinh phai chiu hinh-phat, -trim duéng s
vin chiing tranh khoi nao! Bi& vay minke
ctr theo nhoi thing Chinbh cho ‘xong,- hoc
gao mdi khdé than!...

Tam vira nhim vwa van—vo nghl vay nén
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chlng loi gi, ma chi thém <6 hai d&n cho
minh, Tam khéng kip nhin lai bai nghia
vira hoc, ong dd goi lai k& Tam ngic.ngir
wr-a mii moéi k& h&l hai 1o gify hoc. Truéc
khi din nghfa, 4ng d6 ming tan-t¢, ming
mAt mit mat mii vi bai nghia khoéng
thudc. Tam t0i than nwdc mit vang quanh,
miit do burng, mii sut-sit len-1¢én di ra
tranh vé gian 16i-dinh cta éng d6.

Thi cudc héi on di  bit diuv, Tam ecing
thém cudng-cudng ! Nhung ciing ¢8 chin-
tinh mang sach vao. Qua ba lugt doc ngip-
ngirng lang-ting, Tam dwgc phé « 1hir c¢de ».
Tam mirng qu4, danh roi ca sach, thd manh
mol ti€ng nhe-nhdm, loang-choang buéc ra
ngoai hén-hd khoe voi cac ban:

— May qua ching may a! Tao dwoc thir
cdc. Hut ch&t ! That hut ch&t, anh Minh a!

Minh 1a mot ngudi hoc tro nhén cua 6ng,
d6, vui vé, dé& tinh, lai chi€u-chu¢ng Tam,.
hay bio-ban TAm, nén trong thidy, Tam voi
kboe ngay.

Minh mim cudi noi:

— Bugc ¢6 thir cdgc ma mung cudng lén.
Ngbd nguot ta wn, binh chi thi sao?

Tam ngln ngudi ra:

_- Nhung ciing thoat phai don!

Qua-nhién, tan cudc hdi oén, ching né
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dugc wu, Link, va binh thir cd. Lé ¢8-nhitm
Tam thw cdc bi bét, phai guét nba truwong,
cai nha nim gian rong moéng-ménh.

Tam ling-Ling dildy chdi lén quét, ngim-
nghy :

— RS s6 den, khong tai nao tranh khot
den!

Dang bi-huce soi, 6ug do hoi:

— A hom pay thiing Tam quét nha cé phai ?

Hoc tro thwa:

— BAm thiy vang a.

Ong db quat:

.- Sao thang Tam hoc khong thudc? atat

— Da biim thily con c¢6 thudc dfy al

— Co thuoce sao lai bét?

~ BAm thiy tai. ..

Tam ngliin-ngir, ong do quat:

— Sao ?

— ... Bim thiy, tai s con hom nay den at

Ca. bon hoc trd cuoi. Ong d6 chirng mﬁt
lndl]g

— S8, khong hoc dd tai s6 | May liéu cai
hon may day!!!

Tam ldng im {hui-thdi quét.

& doi, viée du kho, da déng so dén dau
lau-lau ciing phai quen, phdi thwong. Din-
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diin, Tam di quen voi viée hoc 6n réi. Tam
coi nhr khong, khang cod chila kinh-khiong
nira. Nhwng cdi s¢ #y vira qua, lai tiép
ngay d&n cai lo khac: Tam phai vi&t am-1a !
Hoc da kha-kha, vi€ét dia dung chir. hoc-tro
phai viét am-td d& tranh sw nhiéu-khé cho
cd thily giao va hoc-tro ? Vidt am-ta day
theo duang nghia den cha no: gip siach lai
va vidt tdm nhirng cau minh di hoc (rong
bai. Vit am-tad lgi cho hoctro vi dugc
nghi lau va t8t thém chii. Lé vidt chi
¢6 hai muoi chir hay bdn muwoi chu la
ciung !

Bubdi nghia lan, hoc t:0 mang v& ra, ldy
nghién mai mge, mdé sach xem qua. mot
lwot cln-than, rdi mang sach lén (rinh Ong
d6. Ong do: mot cau & trong bai, gdp sach
lai va x€p thanh chbdng & bén ong. Tén hoc
tro nhdm cai cdu vira doc, ra nim xudng
viét, vira vidt vira doc, dé& nhé ra nhiing
chir n8i sau. Ltic, lic lai ngirng but d&m.
P&€m du s3 di dinh, du d& cau ciing bd diy.
R6i ngdi giay doc lai. Poc di doc lai xem
co chir nao m#t, xong rbi dwa lén oOng dd
chdm, tinh di€m d2 dinh hon kém. Méi chik
mit trir hai didm, chir hdng, sai lrir mot
didm, chit duéi nhiim lén chir trén trir hai
ditm. Pim tinh s8 hai muoi. Tén nao
dugc ¢a hai muoi ditm la wn mac. Rot
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‘thu-tw xudng Binh, Thir. Tén niao khong
da ditm bi pheé chiv «Bat cdp», phan Bt
cap la dang x%u nhdt, vira phai lau ban ghg,
vaa phdi W ladn lehfist

Tam s¢ nhiit cdi tdi « ludn khd », unén
nhiing budi diu, Tdm hoc cang cin-than
1im. Vira hoc nghia xong, chuwa kip k&, Tam
dem bai cii ra hoc lai liu nhu chao tron.
Mot duwa ban noi:

__ A anh Tam hom nay viél am 1a, thao
nao hoc ghé qual

Mot dira khac:

— Nay anh Tam a, hoc thudc vira chu
Hoc thuoc qua, no I mat diy. Co khi ngh?
khong ra dau!

Tam khong nghe, vian ctr hoc. Rdi dén luc
k& nghia xong, bit diu gio vidt am-ta, ching
ban di duwa casachlén roi va gio v3 vidl,
Tam moi dem sach lén vira di vira doc lai.
Ong db ciim ldy sach, mé& t& no sang to kia.
Tam chop mit, do mit trong long hoi-hop.

Ong d8 doc mot cau, gip sach lai, quing

én chéng bén canh. Tam nbanh-nhiu doc
lai, nhayv cltng qua m#y déa hoc tro dan
nim vi#ét, v& ché minh him-hé& viél.. Nbung
viél d€n nwa chung, Tam béng ngdi duc
ra, quén rgay mwat mét cdu. Timm d¢m di
dém lai, moi duge ¢6 muodi lam chir. Tam
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ngdi day, doc to nhiing chit vira vi&t, rdi
ngoi thir ra, cdn but, nghi mai khong ra,

miit do, tai nong biing, nwade mit chay ving
quanh, sEZp chire Lhaat Chyt 1nay-Jnal 5ao,

tri thong-minh dén giup d&, Tam nhé ra
dugc cdi cau dang mong-moéi Ay. Tam ra
l1én nbur m¢t anh nhin doi hai ngay vo dugc
com.

— Co6 th€ chir!l c6 thé cha ! Cha nhé hoe
thugc the€ ma « dén» mii khong ra.

R6i Tam ndm xudng hi-hoay viét. Mot lie
sau Tam vac v& dualén trinh ong dd. Ong
cim I8y x&p vao chong vd, roirut sach ném
gia Tam. Tam mé& sach ra, vira di xudng
vira 1Am-bim doc. VEdén ché thi doc vira
xong, Tam ném phich sach xudng phéan,
ngSi phét xudng, v6 tay danh dét mot cai
vao dui va keéu lén riong:

— Théi chét r6i! Hong hai chir, m3t hai
chir, ddo ngwgc mot chikr | Co choé khoug!

Mot tén hoc-trd hoi:

— Sao ? Sao ? MAt nhiéu khong?

Tam nhic lai;

— Hong hai chit, mit hai chi¥, dao [9n
mot chir? -

M¢t dra ban khac néi.

— Nhw th€ dwgc muoi bai di@m,. khong
Hét ddu ma’ sg. Con chan thing hdng!.
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Hoc trdo di d8 ci v& 1én roi. Ong d5 chiim.
Tay ong cim buat son pgoin - ngofit quic
chiv mit, vong chit 1on, vi chiim lén miit
chit hong, rbi phé¢ didm. Nhitng vo cir déu-
déu viit ra. Tam c¢im Jdy v& cla minh ra
xem: Trdp nhat diém, thir, chir son con
do tham. Thiing ban ding gin ghé nhin vio
v Tam va noi:

— Thir méac, khong s¢ anh g, anh c¢on hon
thiing Tai, no thir cde.

Tam thé manh, nhe-nhdm hin nguoi !



CHUONG X

S hoc cang ngdy cang kho thém. Ong
do thdy Tam hoc duge, theo Kkip nhiing
dira hoc da liau, ong ct din -din bit Tam
theo nhitng moén kho & nha hoc. Thanh
thit tam-tri Tam khong liuc nao duwgc nghi
ngoi, thw-tha, ngoadi miy d¢ nghi mua va
nghi té&t. Oc lac nao ciing phai lam vige,
Iéong luc ndo ciing phai lo-au! Tam da quen
voi hoc o6n va viét am-ta. Hoc on Tam
dugce vu luon, va vidt am - ta ngay nao
Tam ciing nb#t nhi. Tiéng Tam hoc gidi da
lan truyén di khiip cid. Nhung Tam con
bé dai chuwa ldy th€ lam wvui mirng cho
Jim. C6 mirng Tam chi mirng 12 thodt
khdi quét nha phii don va ludn khd. Thé

thoi.
Nhung ma ngudi ta c6 d& Tam yén-dn voi
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néi vui miung don-gian Ay ddu. CAt luat &
doi 1a phai tign. Nguoi ta ciing bt Tam phai
titn 1én, li€n mau chirng ndo hay chuag fy.
Nén vira thu-thu dwec it ngay, Tam di phai
tap lam cau ddi. Tap Jam ciau doi xong lam
tho, lam biing nom thanh thude, roi lam
biing chir, ong do bdo vay. Ong gidng cho
Tam bidt th& ndo la chit niing cbiv nhe:
Nhitng chit chi nguwdi, cbi loai vat, chi vat
gi 1a chiv ning. Nhirag chit phu trong ciu
nhu chit chi, ra, gia, ho, nhi, van van, la
chivt nhe. Con mét hang chit khong nhe
khong niing, no thwong chi cong viée lam,
nguwoi ta goi la chit thudng, dai - d¢ nhw
chit quy (la ve), khir (la di).

Ong d6 noi tidp:

— Lam can ddi phai ddi chir ning voi
niing, nhe voi nhe. Nhw séng phai ddi voi
nai, gioi phai d6i voi dat. Vay cay cau,
may doi voli gi, ciy cau ciing 1 chit ning...

Tim ngAm ng i nhin cay cau, nhin cic
ban. nhin ong do, rdi nhin ra bo ao, thiy
cay dira thu 14 tua-tha cling gidng ciy cau,.
lien doi ngay: :

-~ BAm thay cdy can ddi v&i cdy dira ol

Ol‘lg do 1ic diu:

— Khong dwec, thitt lu@t rdi. Lam cau ddi
phii hidu lu@t bang irde. Phdi dem chir
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bing ddi voi chit triic. Ddy cady cau, caw
cau bdang mia dd8i voi cdy dira, dia duaw
bang, thit luat, hong ! Phai ddi voi cay quit,
quit quit tric, chiing han... Vay tir day,
trude khi doi, phai danh vin bing tric da,.
nghe chua'

— Bam thay vang a!

Tam syc nh¢ dén ciu chuyén cai anh chang,
ngay truwdc ma ngwoi ta thwong k& Iai cho
nghe: « Mot anh ching dot mudn iy con gai
mot ong nha giau trong vung. Cai ong nay
Iai hay ra cau ddi. Anh khong bi@t lam th&
nao, bén hang xé6m c6 ngudi hoc tro, anly
ben sang té that néi long. Nguwoi hoc tro
bao anh cir di, dé minh lam diy (& theo
hilu giup d&. Hai nguoi cung nhau di. Nguoi
hoc tro giin anh da di€u. Bén noi, nguoi
Ay con giin lai mot ln nira :

— « H& nguoi ta ra cau ddi tirc canh, anh.
thiy canh ¢ ddy co gi la va linh hoat, anh
Ira ma ddi ngay, 106i ¢ ngoai hua thém van.
Anh lai phiai nh¢ diéa nay: HE cau doi vé
canh, mit toi trong ngang, v& tinh, m#t toi
trong xudng,..-

« Vao dén noi, ong nha giiin lén ti&p, biét
ré y-dinh cha anh kia roi, ong lin ra ciu
ddi : .

— « Cay cau!
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« Apbk-kia frong ngudi hoc trd, thiy mit
anin ngang, bi&t la cau ddi tirc canh, lign
tréng ra san, .thdy con cua dang bo lom
rgom, ddi ngay:

« — Con cual

«Ong nha gidu lic diu.

« — U, C(u cau bdng ma cua cua b&ng,
thit luat, s6 toet!

« Anh hoc tro cii:

« — Bim cu cdu con ddi hay lic dr(y al

Ong nha gidu .

« — Anh noi la, hay & ché nao ?

« — Bim cu, ra caAy cau, nhdl tru kinh thién
(mat cot vit givi), cau con ddi véi con cua,
bat tiic chi dia (t4m chan tré dat) that hay
vo cung, khuyén trin cad hai bén.

«Ong nha giiu chiu. Anh d8t kia die
thing gi& vé». . - '

Tam nghi bung mioh ¢8 dai, gi4 d3i ngay
th& lai hoa hay.

Hom sau, Tam lai phai goi 1én thd xem
dii hidu Iuat-lé ddi-dap chlra Ong do nhin.
Tam hdi:

-~ May d3 hiu nhe, nding, béing, irdc chwa ?

Tam nhanh-nhlu dép:

— BAm thiy con di hiku.

— Dugc, h& hidu sai va thﬁt luat l1a phh
don’ nghe kh(’mg?



88 BUT NGHIEN

— Bim thay vang a!

Roi ong dd ra chiv Thanh, Tam aZXi chi
Than, ra chit Gia (nha), Tam ddi.chir quoc
(nuoc), ra phu tir (cha con) Tam ddi quan
thdan (vua toi). Pugc lim. Ong do- gat-ga ra
cin nira :

— Nhan - tam.

Tam lim-bim .

_ Nbhan-tam la long nguoi. Nhidn nhdat
béing, tdm tam béng. Hai chi biing ca.

ROi Tam dirng duc ngudira suy nghi tim
10i, mai khong ddi dwgc. Ong doé duc:

— Mau lén chir, nhirng cau hai, ba bhdn
chit... chi phai danh bing tridc chir cudi
cung thoi. .

Ngay lic dy, moét tén hoc tro, y chirng
mudn xui Tam ddi voi dia-dién (mit dit)
bay dia-thé gi diy, — nhay Tam va I3y
ngon tay cho xudng ddt. Tam trong theo
ngoén tay, .thdy mot bai cat ga, lien 1im-
bim : ,

— Tam tam bing, et cwt tric, duoe !

— Bim, nhdn-tam d8i voi ké cirt al

Moi hoc tro d&u phi cwoi. Ong chanh,
cht nba, ngdi trén truong ky, chim -cha
xem {ir ndy dén gio, ciing phai bat cuwoi
va noéi chém viao: '

— Nbéan-t4m '1a léng ngudi ma d8i voi cit
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ga thi x83u lm, & toed!

Ong d8 d6 mit hung-hiing vut Tam ba roi
gitr thé-dién va miing chira:

— Thing nay ddc hw r6i, hoc mot ngay
mot dd ddn di. Tao lai tdng cd vé voi b me
may cho xong togi! ‘

Tam sut-sit khoc di v& chd ngdi.

Va miy hom sau, ci budi chidn, Tam theo
dung 1¢, phailam niim cau ddi. Khong phai
gui lén d8i wng-khiiu nhw trude nira, Ong
d6 ra ciu ddi vao vé, mbi can ddi vidt vao
moét giong. Tam dem vé nght d8i duge caa
nao viét ngay xténg dusi giong Hy. Puoc
tha-ho nghi, tha-hd md sach tim toi. Chiéu
hom sau méi chiim. Cau nao hay lam thi
khuyén to, khuyén dén hai ba kbhuyén. Chir
nao ddi choi lim, khuyén trin cd hai hén.
Cau hay vira, dugce khuyén nhé. Cau thwong,
d'tm didm miAy cai. Cau hdng, s6 mot cai
dai. Cau nao héng lim sd toet bai ba nhatl
HC (it cd nhitng ciu ra d8u bi sd teet cala
« Bal-cap », thé nao ciing bi ludn khé va phai
mot tran don t8i tim mit miii. Con phai méi
ciu bi s6 la ba roi may do thfing canh!

Tam da dan don, Ngay ndo Tam lam duogec
troi-chdy va tin chic th€ ndo ciing khong d&n
ndi s6, TAm mua tay vui mirng. va hdn-ho
khoe voi cac ban cdi ciu tim dug¢ - hay va
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d3di choi. Nhuwng ngay nao gip cau kho qua,
tim nghf m&i khérg ra, Tam ddi licu dai
Iinh vao d3y, r6i voi bé di choi ti, tic ludi
mot cai va nghi bung:

— Déch vao! mudn ra th€ nio thi ra,
chay choi céai da'!

St ham choi cla (udi tré di din-diin thing
dugc s s¢ hili cia roi vot. Nhung ma diy
chi la tam-b¢ trong mot thai-gian ngln-ngii.



CHUONG XI

Tam di lén muoi tudi. Nghia la di doc
di dugce bOn nim roi. Bdn nim gidi theo
hoc, tam-hén di nhiéa khi ¢6 nhitng trang-
thai la-lung. Co nhirng lic boi-hdi cam-sic.
Co6 nhitng luc vui ming hon-hé, c6 nhing
liuc thao thic nhé-nhung... Nhung chwa luc
niao Tam thdy minh say-swa ham hoc. Tam
chiu kho hoc, chiing qua vi bit bude, vi s¢
phii don, s¢ ludn khd, s¢ xZu hd. Thinh
thoang, dugc moi ngudi khen lao, Tam thiy
thinh-thich. Nhung cai luc thinh-thich &y
khong th& bu lai dugc nhitng néi lo-au
budén-nan. Trong long TAm van ning- chin
mot vé buwc-tire ngim.ngam, nho ti&c céi
lic noé-dua thda-thich khi the-"ul Ai doi,
mot dira tré bé-bong nhu th€ nay, 'ang tudi
hay in chéng nhon d& di choi, ngue. fa lai
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bit hoc I8y hoc d&, hoc ngdy hoe dém, dé
réi sau di thi dé lam quan. Thi dé lam quan
thi ¢6 loi gi cho dua tré». Tam thuong
nghi vay.

P&n nim nay, di 1én muoi tubi va nho
hoc nhi€u sach v&, hi&u nhitu nghla-ly hon,
Tam di co6 vé ngudi nhon mot it: Cai y-
nghi néng-can non-not kia di nhuong ché
nhirng ngudn tu-tudng sav-sic xa-voi!l Cai
doi hoc-tro, Tam chua ham-thich cho lim,
nhung Tam mong-mdéi dugc nhw nhirng ong
trang doi xwa: Nguy@n-Hi&n, Ma:-dinh Chi,
Luong-th&-Vinh, Nguy&n-Truc, ma ong a6
thuong ké lai trong luc chiéu t&i nha-nhem.
O trong long cau bé muoi tudi dia biit
diu nly mim cai sw ham mudn vinh-quang.

Nhét 1a tue ddu ndm nay, ong d6 Tri di
ngodi ché khac, di dem Tam dén mot thé.
ngoi thuin-tién cho sw niy-néd dy. Tam
d€n noi voi 8t cd sy vui mirng cha mat
ngudi duge chung-quanh hoan-hy don-chio.
Ho thi-thAm v&i nhau dé lot vao tai Tam
nhitng miiu chuyén co thd lam do mit sung-
swrong cd dén ohirng nguoi rdt lanh lung :

— Bé ma b¢ bat tieu diy nhé! Hoc gidi
nhit truong Van-Trung ddy. Hoc hon ca
nhirng dira hoc dén bAy tam niim roi!

— Hoc qua ca tir thw, ngii kinh rodi. Bay
gio sip hoc sir! "
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- —'Cau d3i gidi dao-de, thay 45 ra la ddi lién!

— A, tao bidt roi, cdi anh tao nghe noi
dau nhdan‘tam doi voi ké-ciet Ry chie gi ? The
thi cha gioi!

Tam ngbe thay ciing phai mim cudi, nhung
cling khong hai cho.vé sung-suong vin con
10 trén hai ma dao .46 hong, Tam phin
khoi, cang vui-vE chidm hoc-tap hon.

Mot hom voi cic ban moéi di thim khip
lang, gip mot ong ky-muc Ia tay hay chi
hoc nhidu, ong bhiit Tam ding lai va hoi :

— A, cau co phii la cau Tam? Toi thity
thay do vi nhiéu nguoi khen cau hay chie
1&m, th& ciu hoc dCn sach gi roi?

— Bim ong, con dwong hoc Kinh-Thu.

— Tur-thu hoc chua ?

— BAm tdi-thuw ho~ rdi a.

— S (1) hoc chua?

— Biim ong, st con hoc hét Hau-Han sang
dén Tén roi. Thay con bdo hoc ngii-kinh
da, roi hay hoc .tiép dén Si&r sau ?

— TSt Kim. Cau ddi ho toi ciu nay nhé :
« Dé-tiy nhap tdc hidu, zudt tic deé.»

Tam ngim-nghi, roi ddi ngay:

Bim con xin d8i la: «7Thanh-nhin an
dw nguy, pha te ban.

.(1) S& day 1a sir Thu.
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Ong ky-muc khen :

— Pugc lim. Caun did lam tho chwa?

— BAm ong, con chwra biét lan. Thay con
chwa day lam.

— Cau hoc gioi that, nguwoi ta don khong
sai, nhuwng phai hoc lam tho chi, vi bie
thay d6 day di nhé. Thoi chao cau nheé.

— Con khong dam. Kinh chirong (1) ong a?

Tam gié vE voi mdoi biin-kho#n trong long,
khong biét c6 nén noi voi oug do hay dirag
noi. Noi voi ong day lam tho, roi ngo kho-
khin khong lam noi, khong hoc néi, luc Ry
ong do mdéi ming nhi¢c cho, danh dap cho,
ro 14 xZu hod, é-—chd, rd la xin giay ma
trong co. Dai gi ! Nhuwng ma khéong hoc,
ra dudong gip nguoi thiic-mic, nguwoi ta bit
Iam tho khong lam dwoe, ¢6 phai ré do,
mit ci tidng-tim. Diing ndo ciing toi. Tam
con phan-van nhw th& d& nghi vai ngay
da. Thi ngay chiéu hom sau, ong d6 di
goi Tam lén bdo ring : ‘

— Nim nay di nhoén, may phai tip lam
tho, roi lam luan, lam phit uua.

— BAm vang al

Tam giA nhéi ngay vay, trong bung

(1) Ti€ng chiao cic bac bé Lrén.
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khang lo nhuw moi khi trudce, phai tip mén
gi moi, va cling khong mirng, vi chup hi€u
6ug di bt b¢ (h& nao. Tam than-nhién
1im. CoO phai Tam di bin-khoidn, stra-
soan voi « vAn-dé » nay di hon mol ngay
ro1 khong? N6 khong vut dén bat thinh-
linh dap ngay vao 6c Tam nhu nhitag ky
4raoec. Cho nén Tam binh-tinh duvge ma
dgi cong viée dén. Ong do noi:

— Bay gi¢r hiing tap lam tho ném di, lam
tho nom thanh thuoc, khoi that niém, that
lugl dang bién ngiu, roéi thi lam tho chit.
Tho chix cling vay.

—— Bim thay vang al

Ro6i ong do lay but viét bai tho « Nqguwei
b6 nhin» cha Yua Lé-thanh-Ton ra vé dé
lam mAu.

Quyén trong ra uy tria coi bé,

Mgt 1ong ot nieoe ha vi dwen !

Xél soi itruwoec mit déi vong ngoc,
Ving vay trén tay mét la co.

Dep giong chim mudng xa phai lanh,
Ré quadn cdy cude, goi khé g thira,
Mic ai chen-chiie duwdng danh loi,
On nuéc dim-dia hat méec mua.

RSi ong do giang:

— Bai tho nay la tho thdt ujyén bat ci
duwéong-ludt. Phép lam tho phdi hidu vin va
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luqt Bang lrdc. Bai tAm cau ¢o6 nim vin,
bai bdn cau co ba vadn! Tho ma sai viin
thi khong doc duge. Luat biing tric c¢6 hai
thé, thé bing va th& tric. Th& biing bit
diu bai chir bing, the triic hai chiv tric.
Ctr bai cau voi nhau dung di¢u Liog tric
14 dang luat, sai diéu ta th@t luat. Bén chiv
ddu & cau tam, cau wngl, cau thiit khong
cung mot thé voi bdn chiv diu  cau nhi,
cau tir, cau luc va 14l cd cAu cudi cung
khong cung mot th® voi cau diu la that
niem. Chit diu va chir thit ba & mébi cau,
chiv tht nim & cau nh#t nhi khéng cin
dung diéa blng triic, ngudi la goi la» nhat
tam bat lugn va ngii bal ludn. Tuy khong
cin, nhung n€u doc lén kho nghe ngiroi
ta goi 'a khé dgc. thi lai phéi db6i cho
dung di¢u. Hi€u niém luat, biing triic thé
roi, lai ciu phdi r8 cach x& y ti.
Cau thtt nh3t la cadu pha dé mé diu
bai vabao quat cd y trong bai. Cau nhi
la thira dé, adi xu8ng bai. Hai cau tam
tir 1a thich-thwre, giai thich ré-rang diu bai.
Hai cau ngit luc la (dng-lugn ban rong dén
ibai. Hai cau cudi 1a két lugn, k&t thac cai y,
trong bai lai... Nhitng bai tho ngii-ngon bay
thdit-ngon dai qua tam cau goi la trudng
thién hay hanh.Cac thé tho déu twong-tw uhaun
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chiu kho nhan ky la lam dwee ngay. Niue
bai tho nay la tho thé trdc, vdn bing.

Doan ong do chi tay vdo bdi tho cho
Tam hiéa :

— Day ndy, trictric bing biing, tric tric
vin. Biag bing tric (rdc tric bing vin.
Cie thé md suy la bidt ngay. Con thi thd
biing viln biing nhuw bai viah « {thd nhan »
cua cu Trang Trinh.

Ong do cim but vidt :

Mot mai, mét cude, mot cln cdu,
Tho-thdn. di ai vai thi ndo!

Ta dai. ta tim noi ping-vé,

Nguoi khon, ngwoi dén ché lao-sao,
Thu ¢n mdng triie, Dong dn giq,
Xudn (dm hd sen, Ha ldm ao.
Ruwou, dén goc cdy, ta sé nhdp.
Nain xem pht quy twa chiém-bao ?

Tam chiim-chit nghe nhoi ong 46, chim-chi
nhan hai bai. Tam vui thich 1Am-bim ludn
trong mdm : Bing biing tric tric, bling bing,
tric triic.Tam gat-gu thda-thich nhu mét nguwoi
mé&i kham-pha ra mot dicu gi quan-troug.

MZy hom sau, ong do hodi Tam :

— Th& nao thing Tam d& hidu luat tho
chua? Tao ra thiv mot bai lam xem nhél

Tam ngap-ngung nghi-ngei rdi thua:

— Bim thay vang a!
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Ong do trong ra sin thiy hai con gi stng
duwong choi nhau, 0ong lica Iy lam dé:
a Hai con ga choi nhau », va bhio;

—-- €Ca anh Chan, anh Chi, auh Lich ciing
phat lam thi xem ndo. Vin dwge tha-ho
chon.

Chan, Chi, Lich la ba anh hoc tro nhon
va xufit-sic nhit & trudng.

Tam niim ngim-nghi mii, viét réi lai soa,
viét lai sOa ba bon luet. Ml sau moéi vidt
thanh bai dwa Ién trinh ong a6 :

Hai con ga stug choi nhau hodi !
Con nhon dai, con l:é ciing dai,

V& canh cong dudi, chdan dap ngiroe,
Xt 6ng chai mé, mdt nhin zudi,
Toac mdo, giy cwa, ma khéng chan,
Tré canh, qué chan, ciiig chita théi!
Hitng-ho ctedp moi thanh fw-hai.

- Tranh nhau chi mii héi ga oi!

Oung do xem qua roi lic diu rhi:

— Vé luat tho thi dang, nhwng y br sai
ca.” Con gi choi nhau, mit n6 nhin ngang
thdng ra diing trude, ch ¢o6 nhin xuéi daa.

Tam ciai: ,

— \'Iz“it nhin ngang, thi sai vin mat.

— Ay thé m&i hdng. Ma y-nghi tim thuong
qui. Xu Iong, chii md, toac mao, gy cua,
tré cianh, qué¢ chan, cwép mdi, loan la chiy
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kho-nhoc ci. Pham mudn lam tho hay, y
phai dit cho cao, chit phii ding cho thanh
tao nhe-nhdm, kbiu-khi cao =xa, thi sau
m&i mong ra nguwdi dwge, chir tr-twrdng tim-
thuwong thi cou mong gi. Bay, tit cd cac
anh ddu nghe t0i k& lai cai tai mn-tiep
‘vA cai chi to-tat cfia ¢d-nban ngu trong cau
tho cdu d3i cho ma nghe. . T& c&i chdi ma
ngudi ta ha thé nay:
 Loi chiia vdng truyén xudng ngoc giai,

Sai lam l¢nh tudng quél trdn ai.

Mét lay viing-vdy gidi tung gié !

Bén c¢di tung hoanh dd! sach gai.

C6 rd ra khdu-khi vi thién-t&r khéng. Bai
iy cta vua Lé Thanh-Tén ddy.

- «Ong Luong-hiru-Khanh ngay xwa khi ¢on
tré tudi han vi phai di kiém #n d&@ hgc. Mot
hom qua mét bén do, gdp vi hoa thuong
cang sang. Ong ngheo rach-rwéi lai lanh-
tranh xudng triréc, c6 v& vd-phép. Vi hoa-
thwong ming, ong ciilai va ty nhdn la hoc
trd. Vi hoa-thwong kia béo :

— «Di 12 hoc tro phdi lam mot bai the
tirc cAnh chuy&n -dod. - :

« Ong lam ngay :

Mgt bléia kinh s, nip kim-cwong.

Nguci, 16 ciing mgt chuyén_ ngang.

Dam béi, nha chay, nguei ding-dinh,
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Ldu rong, gic phwoug, té nghénh-ngang !

Ngwoi sao chdng nho nhéi Han-Dit ?

16 van con cdm chuyén Taity-Hodng !

Qua chuyén do nay roi lai biél.

Nguoi vé the pht, l6 thdng quan.

« Hoa-thwong khong gian, con thuong cho
oan chudi va mot quan tién nita. Tho nguoi
ta nhuw thé, chie ching bay, chai mod voi
s long. !

« Noi dén ngudi tho ruém ma nguoi ta
viét :

Thién-ha Thanh-hoang giai nga iha.

Trigu-dinh Chu-liv (6ng ngo mon,

« Thi hay biét miy. Rd ra canh anh the
rujom ma la canh mot dire Vua | Nguoi ta
clt xem & cdu viin ma dodan duwoc ciai su-
nghi¢p ciia minh. Ngay truwée ong huyén
Thanh-Tri gip mot ngudi hoc-trd vio xin
tien. Ong thidy -1a hoc-trd, lién ra cho cau
d8i, hen ddi duwgc méi co tién. Ong ra riing :

— « Ao Thanh-ri nuwé: trong leo-ldo, cdq
1oi ngiic ngw (tri 1a ao, thanh la trong, ngw
1a ca).

« Ngudi hoc-tro ddi ngay :

— « 8dng Ngdn-hda nuwdéc bac phau-phau vit
niim @m-ap (ha la song, ngan la bac, ap 1a vit).

« Cau doi that hay vo-cung, choi tirng chiv
mot. " ‘
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« Ong huyén phdi thuéng mét lang bacva
khen :

— « Ong ngay sau sy-nghiép Lon téi nhitu:
ong, vit nim #m-ap, thanh-nban lim. Toi,
ca 16i ngic-ngw, nén con vit-va, lat-dat
mai, cA di ngfc-ngu la ca & noi dong canl ...

« Qua nhién ngay sau ngudi hoc tro -dé
tign-sT, lam quan 1#it dé-dang. DBdy chung
may xem, & mot cau d8i ma ngudi ta bigt
r5 minh nhw vay, ha khong nén cip-than
sao. Hay hon nira, c6 cau d6i cbha éng
Bang Bong. HOi ong con nhé, nha nghéo,
phai goi ra dép duong, ong lam da cin-
than, nhung suc y&u, vin bi bon linh coi
hach-sach va danh dap. Ong kéu tuong
lén, Oug huyén Phu-Thi ciing di coi dwong,
vira qua dily, thiy keéu chay ‘lai hoi dryén-
co lam sao, 6ng dap:

_Toi la hoc tro yéu ot ma cidc anh By
ci .danh.

« Bon linh bAm ngay : _

— « Bim quan-lon, n6 cr vira lam vura
nghich, hoc hanh gi né. bé bing cai mat
mudi lgi et wong. . ‘
 « Ong Huyén m#ng qua bon linh réi bao
ong : ' ‘ ’ : .
— « May da nhan 1a hoc tro, tao ra cho may
moét cau ddi, hé khong d6i dwoe, tao noc
danb nim chuc roi nhé.
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— « BAm vanyg. Nhung ¢i do duoc thisan 7

— «Thi tha cho khong phai dip duong
-— « Vang, xin quan lon ra cho.

« Ong Huyén Thi doc .

— Ong Huvén Thi suc dép duong Bong:
Dudi héng-thiy (1) muén dan trong cay.

«Ong d8i ngay :

—Thi‘ing bé quil rip mong Bang-nhén,.
{runh dé diu thiérn-ha moi cawn.

« Dem toan tén cay dodi choi vo&i cay, ma:
chi-kbi lai to-tat. Ong Huyén khen madi.
va bao bon linh:

— a Thlog bé nay sau hon ta nhigu.

«Ong Huyén thudng 6ng it ti¥n rdi cho vE

« Chitng may nén theo d§y ma lam guong.
Phai d& y-nght cho cao, bit chwéc nhirng
danh-nh&n d&i trude, réi tim nhitng chir
that choi ma dep-dé vién-véong thi bal cwr
tho hay cau ddi ciing déu phai hay ca. Vua
Buong Thai-tdn bao : « Tha phédp v thuony,
cdn ddc vi trung; thii phap w trung, bdt
mién pi ha». That vAy, bil chudc nhirng
ngudi cao, c¢dn  dwgc la  vira-vira. Chir
bit ehuéc - nhirng nguodi vira-vira, khong,

(l)‘HBng-lhéy: nude lul
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kboi lai la ké kém-coi. Chiing mav  phai
ngim-nghf k¥ ¢iiu iy ma tu-iinhk than di...»
Tam va moi hoe tré nhon déu im ling
nghe loi thay khuyén va ty hen minh ¢®
hoc-tap, suy-nghi, biit-chuoc sao cho khoi
udng phu ohoi thay bdo nhu rot vao tail



PHAN THU HAI



CHUONG 1

Lang My-luong trong vung mé dam rft
to. Co6 thi co ngudi, thi vé va thi wvia.

Trong nhitng 1o niém-y&t cé ndi rdé thd-1&
cudc thi viin: mot bai tho phua-dde, mot
cau d8i vi mot bai viin-sich, va nhirng gidi
thudng : giai nhit, ndm quan ti€n, hai trim
gidy, hai ngon but d-long voi mét thoi mwe
tau ; gidi nhi, hai quan tién, moét trim gidly,
mét ngon bt 8-long, mét thoi muce; sidi ba
ba triim gifly, ba ngon btt, va ba thoi mue.
Tu gidi tr cho d&én gidi muoi, mbi gidi mot
trim gify mo6t ngon but, mot thoi muc. Mudi -
ngudi duge gidi dugc moi vdo dn tiée &
dinh. Gify but thi cia dan lang phat. Ngay
thi 12 muoi sdu thang ba, ngdy yé&t-bing
dinh vio mudi chin. '
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Ong d5 Tri xem xong t& ni¢m-y&, nght
buag ring:

__ Th& nay thi d&, né di duge. P& né ra
ch8 céng-chiing, né quen di. May ra duoc
thuéng cang thém pbhiin-khdi cho no.

Rb5i ong goi Tam va ba anh hoc tro kha
nhit la Chin, Cbi, Lich lén 6ng bao :

— Mudi sau thang ba, toi cho cac anh di
hoi My-lvong, di ma thi cho bao-dan lén.
Coa dugce thua la thuong.

Tam hoi ngay:

— Bam thay vdn-sich chung con méi lam
c6 ba ban, chua quen.

— Kho gi, cir xem lai 1ap vin-sach cia
tao duva cho ching may xem Hy, cir xem
ddy ma bit chuéc. Nguoi ta khong ra kho
dau. Cwx di.

Chén noi:

= T nay dé€n mudi sdu con biy ngay
nira, xin thdy ra thém cho m#y bai lam thte.

— U, v& dong riéng v& ra. C8 di, may ra
giat giai thudng.

Bdn dira déu gid vE 13y gify dong vor
Pira nao ciing ty biét minh con kém, nhung
vin khdp-khdi wéc mong  gidi-thudng v&
minh, nén déu hiim-h& 14y nhirng tap viin-
sach (ii cia 6ng cha ching d& lai hay ciia
ong dd cho, dem ra hoc nhuw nudt ching
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d& danh ciip nhitng cau hay. Anh nao ciing
ban-ron nhw siip-sttra phai vao thi Hwong.
Ong do ra ddu bai riéng cho ching di ba
lin. Ba I8n chung lam dwee xuodi-xudi ca,
Vin ciia Tam tuy co lim ciau xufit-siic hon,
nhung thinh-thodng lai phai modt vai ciu
non qui, nén khong vwrgl hdn dwoe ba anh
kia. Diy van la cidi vinh-dir cho Tim. Ba
anh kia di trén dwti hai mroi udi vh da
hoc giin mudi niim con gi! Bing nay Tam
moi ¢60 muoi ba tudi diu! Ong 48 chiim
bai cha Tam nban thdly sir tién-ho khong
ngo ciia chiu, ong mirng thim va thuong
khoe vé&i moi nguoi :

— Thing Tam ndé bd cach thing Diing
nha toi xa. Chrra bidt ching no giat giai
lang My-Lwong ciing nén!

Troede him di thi, ong d6 din do cin--
than nhitag dicn in-thiét, nhiit la vé bai
viin sach. Ong néi :

— Bai vita sich nao cling chi ¢6 hai phiin
nhwr ching bay di bi€t: phin c¢d-pidn va
phin kim-rd - ‘

Phiin ¢b-viia ngwdi ta ra v8 cac ditn-
tich di hoc & ngii-kiuh, te-thw va str, minh
cir viee vh# lai va thich réng ra mot it
Ve kim-viii, ngwdi ta hoi d&n tinh-thé bay
gid dem so voi doi trudce th€ ndo. Dicu:
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cin nh#t la minh c khen doi nay thai
binh sung-srong qudn minh, than lirong
(1) ... con d& hay & doi minh k¢ sac,
dirng dong dén.. . Bft diu bai viin co chir
« PBi, sT vdn (2), chiv si phai vidt nho ra mot
bén. Quytn (hi ciing cin phii chu y, sai
mot ti la pham-traéng-qui dy. Méi giang
gifly phai vidt sdu giong. Giang diu d8 ho
tén va quan-sd. Ho Llén dé chir thudvag &
giong tht niim gifing thing voi 18, khong
dugc cao lén qua hay thip xudng quia. Quaun
s&¢ viét chir nhd hon, dudi ngay chit tén.
Néu vigt nguyén tén lang, thi phai lui xudng
ngang voi doan 18 dudi. Giang sau viét dén
bai. Diu gidly phai d& chira, cach ba khuon
chiv. Giip chir « Thién dia», « gido micu »,
phai viét dai lén trén cung, chir « Hodng
Lhuoag », O cach thie hai, chir « Qudc gia»,
« Triéu dinh » & cach the ba. D3n cudi bai,,
sau cdu « ST dd, hanh phang thinh-thé, tong
sir van trudng, quan kién w tw, vi tri kha
phii, nguyén chép-sw ki trach nhi tién chi,
st cdn d&i, (8) phii viét thém ba chir « Cong-

1) Vua sang, tdi gidi.

2) Thura, téi nghe.

3)T6i diay may giip doi thinh, theo viéc truongviin,.
ki€n-thirc nhwr vy, chwa biét ¢6 phii hay khdng,
xin cac quan coi viéc liya chon ma ti€n cho. Téi xin
thra (ciu nay 12 cai mfu cudi bai (formule finale-
ai cling phai dung).
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quyén ndi », rdi dém « dd », (bd di) m¥y chir
« di », (hd sot) mity chit, «cdu» (moc lén) miy
chd, « cGi » (chita lai ) wiy ché, roi vitt ludng-
cude (1) ca xudng dudi ba chit dy.

— Bim thily thi Hwong cling vay !

— U thi nao ciiug 18-13i Ay, trong-ty nhw
vayv. Chi khac & thi Hoi, dwee dung chit
asinhv» thi Pinh chit « 13En » (16i), thay cho
chit s7. sinh d8i, sinh viu, thdan doi, thdin
pdn, thin clin-doi..,

Hom sau, gioi vira sang, bdn anh vao
chao. ong d6, réi di sang hoi M§-lwong.
Lin diu-tién, Tam duoe di xa mot minh,
trong (ong vai-swdng la, mung-tung phidu-
dién vhwe ngon gio dan xuan. Gioi trong
sang, 4o nhe-nhe. Anh nfing diu-diu vang
tuci uvr nhily mua & ngodi gioi bao-la va
ca trong long pguwoi hon-ho. (O duoi canh
dong o x:nh ron vong lén lanh-lanh tidng
hat r~ay co lam ¢co: ‘

Hoi anh di dudng cdi quan.

Nytriig chdn dieng lai e han doi loi.
Di dau véi ldm anh oi?

Ngieng chan dieng. doi -thiép téi di cing,-

1) Lufng-cude.: viét nhé lai bai giong.,
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B&n anh di gin d&én noi, ¢ bon lam cd
khuc-khich cuoi, viing co tiéng dua ra:

— Hoc-tro, chi em a!

Tiae thi mot cé dang thiing nguoi 1én thong
hai tay, quay m:t trong lén dwong cai, hat
tréu:

Chi em dirng laty hoc tro,
Giai lirng (6n vai dn no tai nam !

R&i ca bon lai cung phd ra cuwoi ron-ri.
Tam khong gian, trong long vui-vui, mot
cam-giac la-la tran lan ca tdm-hon, lam toan
than rung-dong. Tam thiy phong-cinh de¢p
qua, dep tir cai cd, cai bui riit gin, dén ray
ndi bigc thim xa-xa- Ma duong nhur gian la,
Moi ¢6 mét lue, did dén My-Lwong roi. Trén
cac nga vao lang, nguwoi di lai t3p-nap nhuw
di cho. Ao moi qudn soi, ti€ng kéu soan-
soat. Nay qua cho, san sat nhitng 1€u, 16-nko
ké ngoi nguoi cui, ké di nguoi dung, dang
on-a0 mua ban... Nay cadi quan bén canh
dudng, sum-sit nhirng tré con mua banh.
Nay cdy du bdn ct tum diu, & gitta thang
du cir la-la bdbng lén bén nay roi lai la-ia
xudng viit sang bén kia ‘theo da ngudi danh
dudin! Du6i dii, nhirng nguoi vay chung
quanh ngra mét nhin... Nay dam tho-1o
{6m-ca luodn-ludn léc-céc, va bd lién dit

v: va quo tay vo ti€n: nguoi di xem



Bur Nenig 113

ll'lm-tgm vao danh. Nay dam pq que, v
ba cai que vGt nhon, mot  chite co buoc
soi chi giaj, miéng noi ludn-luén . « Mot
déng dn ba, mét dASng an ba! Danh vao,
chiéce izdy. Téi bao khorg nghe thi hérg ray ».
NO nim ti¢n bod tui, xong lai biit diu cuoe
khac. .. Cai gi Tam ciing thdy hay-hav l.-;l-
la, chi mudn ding lai xem lau. Thi ba
nguoi kia lai 161 ngay di va miing :

— Gom cdi anh nay, ché niao ciing san
vao !

Tam khong cdii. Nhwng nghi bung c¢6 Ia
moi cin xem chie! That vay, Tam tir khi
di hoc d&n gir chi chui diu vio hoc, khéng
duwoce di choi dau xa, nén thily tro gi Tam
cling mudn xem, xem cho biét. Con mit
duoc mot phen phong-lung cin mudn thoa-
thich, Tam hiu nhuw quén mit cong viée
di thi. Thi cdc ban d3i sfin-saing nhic cho
"Tam nho. Ho kéo Tam qua cra Binh, qua
san c¢¢ nguoi, dén khu truong thi. Truong
thi 12 moét cai nha gianh r#it to, cét buong
moéi, lam  trén canh ruadng ma rit rong.
Chung-quang dip mot con dudng vong d&
cong-chung dirng xem, mdi cOt gidn mot
cdu ddi gify d6. O gira k& mot cai ban
va doi truong-ky d& gianh cho ~dc quam
chim truong. Duoi ddt, chiéw gias can-lane
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cho nhitng nguoi  du-thi ngoi. Mot con
dudrng thiing ndi lién to duong vio dén
truong. MOt cai bang niém-yét cAm & dan
dwong. Vin cai bing gily niém-y& da phat
kbip moi noi tir hém no, ma hém nay vin
con dong cac ngudi chen-chuc dirng xem.
Pi di lai lai trén dwong, phin nrhidu la
" cac si-tir trong vang. Ngudi ta thi-thim néi
chuyén vé&i nhauo

- Nhitng vi nao chim dily nhi?

— Quan Huin-dao huyén nha lam Chi-
Khéo, cu Cir Van-Trung, éng Kép BO, 6ng T
M§-Liwong lam phén-khdo. Cac quan hop
cd & nha cu B4, sip ra bay gio.

Piau cad quan huyén ciing vé.

— Co : Nhung ngai chivd 1€ thoi.

Ti€ng tréng bong-bong tir ding xa ti&n lai.
‘Moi nguoi son-sao trong v& diu lang. May
1a c& pbiat-phéoi, mot chi€c trdng tiéu-cd,.
thinh-thoing di&m vai tiéng, bdn cai vdng di
thong-dong dud¢i bdn 1a long xanh.

— Cac quan tién-truong!

— Céce quan ti€n-trudng |

Ngudi no noi, ngudi kia néi, voi vé kinh
chn. Vui vé, ddm-ruée di tr-tir qua dinh
roi vao thing trudng thi. Mot trang phiéo
ad. Cac quan yén vi i r8i. Bac Trwong-
tulin lang M§-Luong, 40 tham giai, thit ngoai
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mot gidy leag dive doé choi, vac cdiloa diong
do 12, ké chop vio mitng mia quay di
quay lai mot vong voi goi thét Ién to tuong,
1i€ng dong chuydn vong di rit xa:

— Cac quan di tién troeong rot. Xin moi
si-tr efic noi vao truong teng thi!

Bac Truong ba lin muia loa, ba Hin het
vong trong loa. Cac si-tir lue-tuc kéo vio,
ngsi dic cd ndp nha gianh réng - rii fy:
gid ¢o, tré co, soai soai cod, cH cA miy ngrdi
dn mic rdach vudi. Chi ¢6 mbi minh Tam
14 bé¢ nhé. Nhirng nguoi dirng xem vong
quanh truong dong nhw kign. Ho tranh.
nhau nghén ¢d troéng vao trong truwdng. Cic
cO gdi moa-mda dang xudn ciing thi nhau
nhin vio trudng va sim-sit trd chuyén. Mot
bac trang-dinh ding canh no6i chong :

— Cac co6 #y rh nhau ra ddy kén chong.
diy !

— PhAi. gié cdi nha bac Dian kial

’\I()l c6 trong bon gai lang éng-eo mang
thé roi tit mit cuwoi. PAm ngudi xem moi
tic mot dong. Ngu'c‘ri ta bd cd cac tra vui
va kéo nhau v&, chen nhau ca xudng ruong.
d¢ xem mit cic ong hoc-tro.

— €6 cd nhiing nguoi rach -rach 1a ma
giy dét nbwr xuong !

Mot anh' giai trang Dbit noi. MOt Ong.
en rau téc bac pho ming at:
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— Vio dén «ay d&u la nhirng bac ding
kinh trong ci. Ngwoi ta doi ma hoc duge
th moi quy. Cialtr nhw cai « hinhi» may,
may béo 6t sao khong vio dily ma thi
Ludi thdi thay ral _

— Gom, con noi theé ma eu ming mai,
sao lim nhoi thé. Con ciing hoc réi con
cling di thi ¢iiv =uo. Con chi phuce cii ciu
bé¢ kia ehi mai o muwoi hai tudi...

Méi nguoi mol hoi ta vio :

— Cita @y chd dén muoi lim, mudi siaw
roi diy!

— Méi do neei hon thoi !

Mot ngugi r» vé sinh hon :

— Cau 4y dang mudi hai didy. Hoc tro
ong do My-ly dity mad, téi bidt.

Mot nguoi afrta la nguwdi  lang ong ly
Twdong noéi ravh-mach hon:

— Khong, cau Tam con ong 1y Twong lang
toi ddy ma. Nim nay cau Ay ding mudi ba
tuGi, theo hoc ong do6 M§-ly tir nim lén
biiy.

— O gidi nhi! mudi ba tudi diu ma di
tam ndi Vian bai !ru'dnq thi cling na-na than-
ddng diy chur.

— Cac ong chi qua ca- lung, bi thé niao dwoc
véi thin - dong. Thi day la hfin soang thoi
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s0 sao duwge voi ¢ truwong thi. Co ditu cau
Ay sau nay tit nhicn 14 a, ci!

Mot ngudi, o6 vé ong do & cidi non son
chop bac va bui toéc cit hanh voi cdai thin
hinh minh khanh, noi cau 2y d¢ chiim héét
cho cugce thi-ithiim v& Tam. Nguoi ta voi bin
luot qua dén nhitng nguwoi  dw-thi khic,
phitn nhidu 1a nhirng si-tir co lifng & trong
ving.

Bén bon con gai dieng rieng vé mot phia
dé xem thi, cling nhiéu ¢o ban tan v& Tam,
Khong nhu  canh dan-ong (ranh nhau noi
d¢  td long kinh phuc kben lho mot cau
bé dam tudi di nghiém-nhién ngoi cling
chifu voi nhitng ngudi Loc didm hoa ram,
cic ¢6 dem Tam ra iam diu cau chuyén
vi lgi, cac ¢d6 dem Tam gan Ilin  cho
nhau. Toan thi mdt giong mudn dn gip ho
cho nguoi

— Gdom cai- anh bé kia, minh tudng Ia di
hiiu ma hoa ra vao diy di thi.

-—— Anh bé! gom noi, moi hay chw, co
nao vo duge anh h¢ Ay di phic by muwoi
doi! Nay mai da ba nghe, ba cOag !

— D& phin chi ndo Al tai A dic trdm
anh phiic hd: chwr gil

— Thoi ¢ day con ai tram anh phic hiu,
dam dang, tdi ditc hon chi Mai.
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Mai la con ong chanh-tong ba ho, ling
My-Luong moét coO gii thay -my, yeu-kiéu lai
gidi nght m-tang so6i viii nén ai ciing yéu
quy. Mai thily chang ban c¢ y chim choc
minh, then dé miit lén noi ap-ung :

— Cic chi chi dwge cai thd thoi! iin diia
moc dau giam choi mam son, co gidl giang
ahur cic chi moil xding voi con ngudi tai
hoa ciar!

— Ay cac chi khong nhan d& phiin toi vay
Co 'thd ma cing ling nhisg mai

Mot ¢o gai to nhon ngim ngim den, nhung
chan citra duyén thim, stung-sinh trong cii
4o gidd Lat ceu kép 4o, nd6i chém vao mot
cau pha tro, nhung khong thiy ai cudi ¢o
noi tiép :

—Noi th& cho vai chie. Nha tdi cling viao
thi day, kia kia cai anh ching rong rong
cao, ngoi goc bén tay fy. Con cau thw-sinh
bé bong kia xin nhirong gid cac chi...

— Gom ¢do noi d& nghe nhi. Co lam nhw
ngudi cha rieng co ddy.

— Co Ay chira then diy chi. Khong noi
mau s¢ ¢6 ngudi hat ngay :

Bdy gi¢ chdng thap vy cao.

Nhu doi diia l¢ch so sao cho béng ! -

— A pl]fil déyl chir b(:)ng du'ng- chua dé
ai nhudong cho ail
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Ho thi nhau noi, méi ngudi mot nhi, ¢o
0o noéi ting cho ¢d kia. Nhung trong tham
tdim ¢0 ndo ciing cing mot mong uwoce ngim

YA A ’ by ~ . . ~
ngim, thim kin vd thiim thia: ¢d nao ciing
mong moi co nguwdi chdng hay chii, dé mot
ngay kia:

Nira mai danh chi¢m Lang ranyg,
Vong anh dilruce, vong rang theo sau !

Cai ngudi ma cic cd mong moi Hy, irong
bon si-ti du-thi kia, con ai la nguoi dang
dugce lin cay hon Tam? Nén cau chuyén

2 by a
van quanh-quan dau day!

.

O trong lrwdong, nguoi ta phat gidy buat
mue, Cac si-tt ké néim, nguoi ngdi dang
mai muwe, hodic cim but vidt thir. Quan cha
khio mdé irap ldy ra mot to gidy diu bai
dwa cho ong tién-chi lang My-Luong, éng
niay ciim ldy dem gian l1én ciai bang gé rdi
treo cao lén gilta nha. Cac si-tir ai nfiy déu
chiim-chiim bién diiu bai ra mot méanh gigy.
Trude hét 1a bai tho pha dic ciau « Thanh
an vd xtr bdt tam dwong» diic vin dwong.
‘L.am tho phua-dic la phai thich hop thue va
14n rgng c2i d& nén cin phai rd ngudn gdc
.cia ciu Ay, TAm bin-khodin mii voi céi
cau dé odi-oim kia ma chang chua doc thily
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& dau bao gid. Ngki hoéi lau, chwa duwoe
liy mét may may y tir gi virng-vang v& bai
tho ci, chang danh bao hoéi mgt ngudi ndim
canh:

— Nay ong, téi hoéi khi khéng phai, cau
nay & sich nao nhi?

Ong kia chung-chirng nhin Tam, réi cuoi
giin mat-mia:

— Thé ma cling di thi ddy ? Sao khong
& nha cho ranh ?

Tam tic qua, khong thém hoi nira, cim
diu iheo y nghi cia minh lam thanh bai
tho, roi lan-lwot lam xong ca cau ddi voi
viin sach. Pem nép bai roi, gié¢ ra, thi gioi
da x¢ chiéu. Anh niing vui twoi cla mit
oioi chigdn sién khoai cang ling vé lung-
bung dm-ap cta dam h¢i. Vira budc ra dén
dudng, ¢ nguwoi hoi giat ngay .

— Thé nao, cau Tam dugc chui?

Tam ngoanh lai thily mot ong dirng tudi
thuong dén choi voi 6ng doé Tri. TAm cung-
kinh dap :

— Thua ong con hdéng tho a, con cha
biét cau 3y & dau ca?

— Cau lam thanh bai chw?

— Vang thanh ca bail

—Thé duoc, cau 4y d€n ci truong ciing cha
biét. Ho 18y & dau ma odi-oam gom, toi
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cling ¢t lam bira cho dulé ddy thoi. Vi
sach 1h& nao?

— Viin-sach caa con k& cling duéng-duee.
Nhung nhiim m#t ché Ly-Tinh doe Ludn-ngit.

~Hai nguoi via di vira noi ra d&n duong
cai, thi gip ong dd Tri. Ong hdéi qua v& bai
thi, roi ong bdo vo&i ong ban kia:

— o ra lao that, cau 3y o cac siach hoce
di thi ¢6 dau, cd & Dwong-thi, Co-vin cling
khong co. Bac c¢6 bidt chit dau khong?

— Khong, téi bao voéi cau Tam dén téi
ciing khong bidt .

— Phai chd mily nguoi bi€t! Chi sach
« Hodi-nam-tit », sach ngoai miy nguoi xem
dén. Ho 1y cau #y la c8t y bidu-duong cai
cong on ong thanh day tran-lan khip ca,
khong chdn nao 1a khong twoi sing nhuw mua
xuian. Tam dwong tic la xuian ma !

Dén ngay muoi chin, y& bing. Chung
.quanh bang, nguoi ta tim-dum chen nhau
xem, ké boi ngudi goi 6n-ao. Tam bigl the
khong siin vdo dwoc nhu ho, nén mét minh
dirng lang & ngoai, cho nguoi ta xem chan,
ra hé&t, rdi dén lwot minh. Trong dam déng
ti€ng noi On-ao, Tam nghe r6 nhiing ti&ng
1oi : ‘
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— Ai d6 déu ?

__Pham tich-Phic & x38 Thuong-Dong.

— A nay, xem cau b¢ hon ng c¢o (ring
khong ?

— C6 Tam, Nguyén.duc-Tam, x&3 Thinh-
hau d6 thwt biAy, co6 phai Tam Ay khdng?

— Dé ma phai diy.

Tam nghe th3y noi dén tén minb, suong
quéa, twong ngat di dwoc. Nhung Tam voi
nghi ngay ngé nguodi ta doc nhidm chiing,
Tam ban-thian dang mong moéi cho dam
ngudi dong-ddic kia tan din dé minh vao
xem bang cho chic. Song dam ngudi vin
ct kéo d€n mébi luc mot dong thém. Tam
dang ntra vaui nra mirng chot Chdn chay
dén reo lén:

— Aoh Tam 48y a? Toi chay tim mai,
anh d6 thd bAy, con ching téi héng ca.

— Co that khong anh.

q—-T(‘)i con néi ddianh al ,

0 dam dong, ti€ng reo vang im dwa lai .

— A ha, cau bé Nguy&n-die-Tam dé thi
bay !

— Cau Tam d3 thir bav !

— Cau b¢ Ay d8 thir biy a 9

— Cau 3y dau?

— A hal cau 3y day réi!

Tiec thi cd dam oguoi quay kin chung-
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quanh Tam, lam Tam sung-swong then do
¢a mit. Ca dam chen nhau ma khong dam
reo to noéi lon, d@ td long kinh-mén. Moi
ngudi hol don Tam nhirng cau bang quo
veé viéc hoc. Nhi®a ngudi thi - thim khen
cAu b¢ gidi giang. MAi dén luc tigng loa
vang riy mdi cac vi tn'mg—tuy'én vao nhi
khach, te 1a bruwong thi hom trieée bay-bién
lai, dam dong mdéi din ra d&8 cho Tam di.
Tam e-then nhw ¢d con gai vé nha chong,
buoe vao nhi khach gitta nhirng con mit
nhin than-phuc ctia moi ngudi. Ai ciing déu
don-da von-vi hoi Tam. Ciac nguwoi dé déu
dh mit. Tam thily toan ngudi la ed. Cai
nguwoi quen ong dd Tri cling hong. Tam
cang thém sung-suong béi phin thdy nguoi
ming minh hom no ciing c6 mit & day,
Tam voi chay dén, cung-kinh hoi voi mot
vé tu-dic :

— Ong d& diu phii khéng ? Xin ong cho
tidu-sinh biét quy-tinh cao-danh :

Ong kia dap lang :

—Khong t6i khong 46 diu. Nhung dd dat

& day thi co ra tro trong gi? cau tuwdng...

Mot ngudi bén noi sen vao:

— Ay tai ong 4y db thir tam ddy!

Tam khoai-tri nghi bung :

— Nao xem anh c¢é kém to khong .ndo,
tén mit ta day mai?



121 BUT NGHIEN

O ngoai, dan lang da sip did nghi-v¢ rudae
cic vi trung-tuyén sang diah 1¢ thanh. Ong
tien-chi vio moi:

— Kinlt trinh ligt-quy, lict-quy di co long
chidu - ¢d dén hoi lang chung tot va duwge
son phiin quan Hufin-dao dé-civ, xirng danh
I bac danh-si, xin moi liét-quy’ roi got ngoc
lai dinh Jlang, truweoe 1o 1§ thanbh, sau xin
chting 6 cho (Em long mé-dao cla ching
toi.

RR6i 14 cudc rude. Nim la co di tewoe,
dén phudng bat-aim. Thu dén cai lrong tiéu-
¢S thing thing ditm vai ti€ag dan dudag,
roi muoi cai long xanh di hang do6i, che
ché muwoi nguwoi vira dé dang di riit nghiém
trang thong-tha. Ping sau la nhiing ky-dich
lang M§-lwong roi dén nhirng ngudi di xem,
gid tré nhén bé, I lwgt nhw dan bho kéo
theo' sau rdt. Pam ruwoc di tir tir vio dén
<inh. Mot trang phao nd, khoi triing duc bay
toa nhw swong mu. Cac khiach da vdo ca
trong dinh. Phuong trdng d3 trong 1&. Lin
lrgt tirng ngudi theo mot phip trdng vao 18
bon 1&. Tam bé¢ . nhdt nén 1& cudi cling.
BPing trwdge hwong-an thi€p vang. choi-loi,
va chung quanh moi ngudi quan-chiém, Tam
run-run s¢, 1& voi-vang cho mau xong bdn
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1. Titng rdng i dirl, ong tidn-chi mii
moi ngum vio ngdi mot bén sin dinh. Chié¢u
hoa gidi can-lan, ¢ .bily thing hang tim-tép.
Bdn ngudi mot.cs, ho kéo nhau ngdi. vao,
rdi-rit, véi-vang nhwr di xem dam ru'(rc Trén
¢§ biy toan nhitng thitc #n ngon mléng

gio, nem, ninh, moc, tai dé, cha.ca y.

Tam .tréng thdy, miéng di thém-thubng,
tuwdng thirng ‘#in h&t cd cb. Cac huong-chire
dtt mit lai m&i rwgu, nbhitng giai trang di
lai hai bén hiu-ha, so diia, rét rugu, lau
bat, théi gio, sé ché..” Cac ngai tring’ gnﬁl
chi viéc ngdiciin. Ho #n udng uo say va
no6i chuyén huyén-thuyén. Thinh thodng he
néi dén Tam, -ho hdi Tam mét vai cau trong
sach, mot vai didn trong bai.the hay. Tam
gia nhoi trol chily cd. Co ciu ho hoi kho
qua, Tam chwa hoc d&n, Tam ct: thue
tudng-khai 1a khong bi&t, vA- manh-bao héi
lai xem cdu 3y & sach ndo. Tam thire-tha,

khong kiéu-hdinh, nén ai ciing phai yéu vi.
Gin tan .cuéc rwou, mit 6ng trac ngoadi ba
muoi, nga-ngd say, mit chin nhwr géc, mit
do gay, lé-nhé bdo Tam:

-~ Xin nguyén trudc’ dicc Thueng - déng
tdi noéi sai toi phai tgi, cau hoc g161 that, bé
thé ma da lung-loat cd ching t6i, téi phuc
that diy. Ngay sau th& naé dirdng khoa-
darh cén ciing hon ching téi nhiéu.
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Moi ngudi noéi chen vao:

— Phai, r6i cau hon hin chang toi dit
di cinr. Luc 4y dung quén ché anh em
héi-hop o bita rwou nay nhé!

Tam then cudng 1én, chi Ap-ting noi duge
cau :

— Khong dam ... To6i khong dam.

Tam sung - sudng qud, phoi - phoi trong
long, mé-ly nhu' ngudi say rwou. Lin diu
tién ra du noi cong-ching & noi xa la, duec
moi ngudi mén phuc, Tam ty-hiao lim v
h’ic Ay moéi chiu nhan €3l nghia riit dung
cua cau :

Van ban giai ha pham,
Duy hiru déc thue cao !



CHUONG 11

Boi Tam nhu mét con duong da bt din
vio mot quing ngoiit. Cudc thi & M§-lrong,
da truyén lan tigng - tim Tam lirng  khiip
moi noi. K& xa ngudi gin ai ciing nio-mire
mudn rd mit Tam, mudn bidt tai Tam, quyén
vd thi vira gia lai, Tam cling khong Cwge
xem lai k¥ - cing, no did phai luon luon
chuyén bt tay nguwdi wnay sang lay ngudi
khac. Nguoi ta doc di doc lai, nguwdi ia
chép 18y nhitng cau bhay, nhitng cau dwge
ci ba thir khuyvén, khuyén 46, khuyén den
va khuyén xanh, nhing cidu ma thye ra
Tam di danh ciip & nhitng bai cha ong
d6 Tri. Quyén v& thanh ra nhau-nat bt
cA long, nhiin nhw mé. T&t cA nhing sr
vo-vap va khen-lao mic-nd #iy kbiip giin xa
d3 lam Tam cach xa hin eciac ban hoc
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trude. Tiun biy glo dd Lo ol nguei oo
danh-vong, dirng theo hing viin-thin ma
khong then. Tam khinh bhén cac ban cii.
Tam cho 14 bgon ho ngu dot, lusi biéng nén
méi chin phan *kém-cdi nhwr vay, tuy ngoii
m#t, Tam vAn hoi-hot ra vé vui dia voi
ching. Pi dau, Tam ciing ngtra diu, won
ngwc ldam ra giang con nguwdr cao lon.. .
Tam khong con la mot cau thw-sinh bé con
sg-sét nira, khéong con -ehdn, ghét sy hoc
nita. Bay giy Tam dd la mot ngudi nhéi:»
mot ngudi hidu dao Thank-Hién, biéi. sy
hoc 1a c#in-thiét cho von ngudi cao-quy-
MuSn hidn-dat la- cin phai hoc. Tién vi
quan, dat vi sw, nhitng ké lam quan, lam
thay.la d®u do sy hoc. ci. Van sur xudtl w
nho, muén sy d&u do & nho-hoc ma ra.
Tam bidu thé 18m, nén .Tam cang cé chi
hoc, hoc rang-rang nhw cudc kéu mua he,
hoc quén #n quén ngfi;, hoc mé-man c&
ngudi, ho¢ nhw nubt chitng hét ca chir
sich. TAm dfm say sw hoc nhw bay giv
nguwyi: ta meé-mét tinh-nhan!- Ong d5 Trf
chi phéi bdo chau ‘din-din nhiing: 18-18i
di- thi, khéng con huén-luén ban - ron - gine
<¢hau. hoc hanh nita. Ong khip-khéi mirng
‘thim. vd thudng khoe véi moi nguois
~ Thing chiu-Tam nha tof,;* di théng-
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minkh ma lai chiu kho, chira bigt chirng no
thanh danh-phan trodce 16i cling nén!

Ay ciing bdi cai ting-tim cia Tam nhw
the, nén nim sau, ong Bat Tong lang M¥-
lwong ¢8 lin ngoi ngoi nude rude duge
ong do Tri vé ngoi cho tré em theo hoc.
Tam duoe gid lai lang M§-luong nhu dwoe
gio lai noi quen thuoc lau nim hing mé&n
yéu quy@n-luy8n. Tam di chao nhitng nguoi
quen ndm ngoai, ai ciing vui mirng chao
don Tam va dem chang lam guong-miu
khuyén riin con em.

— Day may =xem, ciu Tam moi Ui tudi
ditu, ma di dén dau ciing c6 k& vi nguoi
ne, ké dén nguoi ruoc, chi tai cau 4y chim
hoc.

— bdy, cau Tam kém tudi em may, hoc-
haph di gidi-giang nhu vay, cai ngir may
chi nhon sac #in hai thoi! Luoi chay thay
ra. Hoc mily mwoi niim ma vi€t cai viin-
te khong thanh!. ..

— Nguoi ta di hoc thi nhu vay, thi dau
dé d¥y, ké don nguwoi moi, mioh thi quanh
niim di' phuc-dich ngwoi, ngwdi ta sai .nhw
sai cho ]

— Théi, mai di ma xin cip trap cho cau
Tam d& cdu Hy day cho, sic nhon biing
cai bd da #y, ma bao hoc cir nay th€ nay,
mai thé khac, dnh-eo 1im!
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th,g k& lam cha me & lang My-lwong
va ca dén vung lan-can diy, thuong ném
lan diu cen cai nhitng cau rdn bio tuong-
tw nhw vay, co dia im thin-thit ma nghe,
ma suy-nghi, ma xét dén than minh, ciing
co daa nghe nhiCu qua dam chan tai, phét
khung quay cdi lai:

__Pi hoc c6 dit chir, cling hoc th& ca,
nhung md ma nha pguoi phat, hoc mot
bi€t muoil

Hay la:

— & doi dé ai ciing thong-minh nhuw thiing.
Tam ca day!

Hboiic : )

— Nguoi ta c6 nguoi kéem ngay bén
canh. Hoc ngay, hoc dém, hoc sang,
hoc idn, hoc ngd, ldc nao ciing co
nguoi bio nhw rol vao tai, lam gi ma chi
gioil

Ché nao ciing n6i d&n Tam. Thanh-tha
Tam ngiu-nhién da tr&é nén modt -nhan-
vat dugce chu-trong nhit & viang, duoc nguoi
ta dem lam d3u cAu truyén, tré, gia, lon, bé
d8u nhic dén. Va nhiing lnc Taw di dao
choi trén dudng lang, hay ra ngoai ddngdi

trut su cdn, 1a y nhur céc ban gai lang thi-
4him voi nhau khic khich cwéi ranh-minh,.
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1]

Eim kbt ho lam Tam dd mit 1én mia rdo
budce. Gitva canh  dong bao - la vén - ling,
thoang thity bong Tam la eic cd dua nhitng
giong hal bong tram bay theo .l:m khong-
khi (rong ling noi dong qué, voi nhitng cau
hat tinh-tr yéu duong.
Lim co hat sat-sin-sat :
2 id
Qua cau nho-nho,
Cai v6 van van.
Nay anh hoc gdn,
Mai anh ioc xa,
lién gao thi cua me cha,
Cai nghién, cai bid thue la ctta anh'!
Co ¢0 bao-dan hon, tran -tran hal tan
s0t-sot ¢
Dol bén bac me thi gia,
Lity anh hay chit dé ma cqy trong,
anh ci ddy oi!
Mita hé cho chi mua dong,
Mua ndo do dy cho chéng di thi,
I1ét gao, em lai ganh di,
Hoi thdam truéng hoc @y thi noi nao?
I16i thdm dé: rgéo ma vao.
~ . oa \
Tay cat ganh ggeo, miéng chao chir anh.
anh ca diy oil
Nhirng cdu hat du - deong fy, ¢6 - nhién
¥um cho Tam then - then, nhung khong
nhu trude kia h& nghe thily giong hal la-
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1&6i di-théa 14 Tam ghet dén chét di duoe,
biu moi, ciim ¢d chay lién. Trai lai, do ndy
Tam cam thily thinh-thich nhw c6 mot tha
vo-hinh huyén-ado gi ndé phang-phit quanh
diy, no quyén ldy tam-hoén, ndé xong lén
6c, n0 ngidm vao tim, ndé tran-ngap tit ch.
Tam say-stra nbu dang qua mot con mong .
dep. Tinh giai gii s¢m bén mim trong long
cau thw -sinh it tudi, cing voi sy thong-
minh bot-phat v voi long quy-trong hong-
bot clia ca xom ling. Nhitng tré khic biing
tusi #y, hing chi biét &n, biét ngu, biet
nghich, biét dua va hon nita, bi¢t cip sich
di hoc d& ma gho chit va chiu don, the
thoi ! Piing nay, Tam dia hon ching. Hoc
hét miy pho kinh-sr, viin-biai lam gin dit
treong - quy, theo kip ca nhitng ong ddu
gin hai thdi toc, tw -nhién cai tinh yéw.
thuong cling som niy-né¢ & trong long L
Xua nay da-tai &t phai da-tinh! cai linhe
Y y N . . .o A
thuong dy pbat-trién theo trinh-d¢ hicu biét
& ngudi. N6 thuomg biculo minh - liét gip
Iic hoan - canh (8t-dep chung - quanh nguoi
ta von-vd siin-soc va kinh yéu. Cho nén tor
diy, TAm cam thiy nhw nhé& - nhung mén-
ti€c mot cai gi. Chidu chidu lai’ chidu chiéu,
. x . N Y )
Tam van phai than tho trén duong lang
4% ma nghe nhimng ciAu di ddom hon nhién,
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dwom bao vé& triu mén bang quo cua cic
co thon-nit. Vi Tam nghe quen-quen, tuwdng
chung nbw mét khic nhac thdn-tién trong
cO6i mong. ..

Bon gai lang ddu-tién buong nhitng giong.
hat tréu-chong Tam, vi cai tinh bong-bot
cha tudi tré, ddi voi mot nguoi giai la,.
nhiit 14 cai nguoi la &y lai 14 mot anh hoc
tro hay chit. Nhung voi vé thdn-tho than-
nhién & Tam, khong then-thung ma ciing.
khong sao, lai cir chi€u chiéu rao budec trén
con duong ving vé nhw chi mai chim-chu
dén viéc hoc-hanh, cac c6 din-din doi ra
chiGu thim yéu vung kinh. Cac c6 khong,
hat pita, mot khi trong thily bong gidang Tam.
Roi cung cam thiy mot mo-woe gi in nau
& trong long, cac cé6 khong ai bio ai, ma
ctt déu di muon, hoidic v& som, d& kip ngher
16p hoc clia ong d6 k& nghia. Cac cd ngli
trén ciiu ao gidl-dia, cac co dung dudi liy
tre rirt 14. .. Va trong truong ti€ng k& nghia.
ctr viing-ving dwa ra nghe r3 mdn-mot.
Tiéng k& npgan-nga trim-bdng va . thinh-
thoang ngirng doan, d& éng d6 din nghia va-
d& ddi sang cai giong clia ngudi khae. Cac
co cir ling tai nghe.

— biy d&n lugt anh chang Tam k& diy

— Phai r8i, cai giong cao bdng va ti€ng
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1rong rang rang khac tiéng hicc 6o viag ta.

Cac co cung im-ling, ngirng fay lam viéc.
nhw bi cudn vao mot giiic mé-ly | Swc mot
c¢o6 nhan thily cdi su vo-ly ctia minh, béo cic
chi em:

— Nuwée déch gi dén minh ma c¢d dirng
nghe ! '

— Hay thi nghe choi, ch& cin gi!

Mot c¢é khac bao:

_ Chiing ta ctr quanh-quin day, chi Mai
bigt, chi &y ghen ch&t, réi chdé chi em lai
sinh thu oan!

Mot ¢co nura :

Cac chi ré do, bi€t gidi se vao ai nao
& day hay la & dau, ma cu budc sdng vao
cho nguoi ta. Em nghi duong lic chua ngi
ngii rd vao ai, chungta vin c6 th8 mo-woc.
Biét ring gioi d& danh ai?

Lai c¢O th&-ndm vira {oi:

— Lam gi ma phai 6n lén th€& Mudn nghe
thi ca nghe. Con khong 149y anh nay thi
di c6 anh khac, khéng 6 chang hay chiv
13m, ta ki€m I3y anh vira-vira chir sao,
cir gi phdi anh chang Tam méi dwoec. . .

Mot ¢6 ming:

— Chi phédi gi6 nay, ctr noéi xwng-xung.
lam vay. .. .

" Cé6 kia khong d& y cu ti€p:
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— Cau Tam da c¢6 cé Mai. Nguot ta vira dep
vira don, vira liém nhan-séc, vica con nha gidu,
lai dam-dang ciin min, lai & giin nhatruong...
Nhu th€ thi ai con hoai cong dau ma di
tim cac chi. RS do tro |

M#y cé co6 vé ngwong ming.

— Con ranh con | H& thiy nguoi la thily
néi lao! Chingtao khéng théem! Chi dugc
bo-bo cai miéng noi' can! Khong khéo cé
ban cai riing cling chiing con, con a!

Ca bon cung cuoi, réi lang din.

Mic diu, nhoi néi cia cé gai kia ciing
van c6 nhi¢u phiin dung sw that. Tam, sau.
miy ‘h(‘)m dao choi, di trom ngdm duoc dung-
nhan Mai, trong long thao-thuc, chang tudug-
teong c¢6 nang nhu con nguodi « yiu dicu
thuc nit » & chwong Quan-thw trong kinh-
(hi, ma chinh minh la qudn & hdo cdu vay.
Co lic, Tam cao hirng budt miéng ungoi
ngam miy cau tho tuyét-tdic dirng diu thién
Quic-phong 3y :

Quan-quan the cuu.
Tai ha chi chdu,
Yéu diéu thuc nii.
Qudn-tir hao cdu!l

O ngay bén canh nha 6ng chéanh B4, hang
ngay Tam dugc nghe ti€ng Mai sai bio diy-
16 va ti€ag canh-gki ét-phach d&€u-déu, cing
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nhw khéu-goi ndilong. Tam cang men phuc
con ngudi lam in chiim chi. Va nhitng khi
dém khuya véing, bdn bé& did yeén-ling nhuw
tor, ti€ng giwong-gli vin con cir viing-ving
déu-déu rd moén-mdt, cac ba hang xém con
thire phai khen :

— Chi Mai dao nay dét vai nghe vui.vui
la ! ) : V

Tam nghe ti€ng khen #y nhw nguwoi ta
khen minh, (rong long vui suong, chang
lai tré v& hoc kéu rang-rang. Tam hoc rd
khuya, bao gio nghe théi khong con ti€ng
ét-phach. déu-déu & bén hang x6m, chang
chay ra vuou, ngé sang bén nha cu Ba,
thiy h&ét anh den moi chiu di nga.

Long Tam di doi phen sé6i-ndi vi ai, thi
c6 Mai ciing khong con duwge vén-ling hon
nhién voi cudéc doi bé dai nira, co6 ciing
phai nghi-ngoi dén cai anh chang hay chit
& ngay bén canh nach. Nh#t 1a co lai

thwdng dwoc nghe 6ng chanh néi dén Tam
ludn ;

— Cau Tam d&n day ma lgi cho tré lang.
ta, anh nao ciing ¢d chim hoc cho khoi
x3u ho.

— Cau Tam hoc rang-ring th&, thio nao:
cha gioi!

— Cau TAm hoc chdm qua, hoc sudt dém,
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fmobin 1ol AR ngh mof gife dii ma tinh
gmy van codn thiy cau Xy hoc. Tré ling tat
cho la theo khir6t ciing khong kip.

Nhitng nhsi khed iy cang lam cho ¢& dE
y cin - thin d&n luon Tam. Nhiing lic k&
nghia, cé ci lang - ving ra vwdn d& rghe
cho ciin-ké&. cai.giong trong - trée d4ng yéu
cha Tam, .d& nghe nliing chuyén nghia-ly
va gidi-giang ma-Tam k& & trong sach. Co
bang-khuing, - tw-hdi khong bi&t cé phdi la
minh phai long ngudi ta khéng?. Cé ‘mong:
réing khéng phai thé: Nhung t8i dén, co6 vin
¢8 nh#t-dinh thirc. khuya d& .xem aih. chang
hoc d&n lic nao. Rbi din-da hai ngudi cir
thi. nhay ma thirc,. bén hoc sich chodén
bén dét vai tit déen moi chiu di ngd; ma cb
Mai ciing cir ngéong xem bén trudng im
ti&ng hoc va khong con anh lka méi ngirng
thoi.. Thanh ra hai ngudi cir tréng ngéng
nhau, c6 khi ga di gay lién-mién giuc-di,
va virng déng di hong-hdng, hai nguei,
khong hen ma nén, méi cung thoéi latm vige.
Thi hang x6m da lac-dac c6 ngwdi gidy thdi.
com. Rbi ti€ng dén tir ddy md ra. Ho ban
tin v&i nhau, td vé khen ngei:

— Xoém ta dirge d‘?a't nhlrng ma dii ngom,
cac oOng a.’

— Sao vay ?
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— Ong khong bLiét a? Co Mai dsl vai sudl
sang va cau Tam chaa cir d6, doc sich tham
dém, vui-vui qua, nhung doc lgi cho nguoi
cd. Xom ta c¢6 duwoc gi dau. Giai trang
xém nhy chi dugc cai ngh im thin-thit.

— Sao lai khéng lgi. Ho cha lam vui eho
x6m minh la gi. Hai bén ciing chim ci. Gia
xom ta lam mdi cho ho l&y nhau thi hay
lam nhi, giai tai gai sfic, xuan duong vira thi!

Nhitng nhoi ngudi ngoai bong-dua ban-
tan, ¢6 nguoi dem dén tai 6ng chanh Ba,
ong khong gian. Ong lai vui-vé noi:

— Gai hon hai, giai hon mot, ciai Mai
nha 161 muwdi sad, ciau Tam muoi bdn, k&
tudi ding ca dily. Gia éng dd héi no cho
ciu Tam (6i xin ga mgay, chir saol
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Truong o6ng d6 Tri bay gio di ra vé mot
trudong liéu-fdp, nghia la hoc - trdo dé&n day
déu la nhitng ngudi da tap lam vin bai ddi
dap ca, cha rat it nhitng tré hoc thudag,
Hoc da chia ra ting lop, bai van lai chia
ra tirng ky: tap lam pha, tdp lam vin sach,.
tap lam tho. Hoc tro chi phai he¢c qua bai,
ndu co can thi phal ke nghia. Con khéng
phai hoéi, doc gi ca. O lop nay nguoi ta
chi chu-trong d€n vin bai. Vio bai hay dugc
khen, vin bai d& bi ché. Than hodc co ai
pham 16i x8u-xa gi, c& bon déng-mén ty-
hop lai ma di-nghi, ma si-nhuc, chi cé thé.
Ong d6 it khi phai dung hinh-phat d8i voi
bon nay, mét l6p di bi&t than - phan phai
hoc, chi con biét gasb-dua vi mot diém, vi
mét nét mac! MSi thang co6 mfy k¥ hanks
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viin di dinh ro: ti ba dé€n mudi hai la nhiéu
1dm. Phin nhi€u cir theo 1é co ngdu (1& chin)
ma dinh ky. Lam tho pha & ngay 1é thilam
viin - sach, luan, kinh-nghia & ngay chin.
Nhitng ngay 3y phin nhiéu hoc tro chi dén
nghe giang va liy diu bai v& nba lam, roi
dén hom sau mang d&n ndp. Chim xong
réi trudéce miit dong da hoc tro, ng do dua
gia cac quyén bai, chi-trich m#y ché héng,
khen miy doan hay ciia anh nav, cia anh
khac. Roi tiép dén cudc binh cac bai viin hay.
o truong hoc chir nbo ngay trude, co 1&
vui nh#t la ldc binh vin. Hoc trdo ngdi da
mit thanh bhang quanh giwong ong d6. Ai
niy d&u nghiém-trang im ling. Ong 45 dwa
ra mot tap quy@n wu, binh, binh-thir, thir mac
bit nhirng anh (8t giong phai binb. Anh no
nhin anh kia, mim cwoi, nhudng nhau. Réi
mdt anh mé mot quvén bai, &-& 18y giong,
noi mét cau thuong-lé: ' ‘
— Xin thay con binh.

Réi ngan- nga doc theo mot 138i néng, khi
cao khi thdp, khi to khi bé¢, khi trong, khi
dhc, nhu hat mot bai- hat vay. T#t ca nghé-
thuat ‘cia nguwoi binh viyg la & diy., Moi
hoc- tré  deu ngox im thit ling tai nghe-
ngon lanh lam, nét mit hoan-hi rd-rét voi
nbung doan viin ly-tha v-vi ma naum binh.
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d3 khéo dua giong cho ngudi ngoai thZu
rd. CA nhirng ngudi & chung-quanh truong
va d&n nhiing ngwoi dot Fie cin-mai khong
bigt chir gi cling nging viéc lai ma chu ¥
nghe cudc binh vin. Cude binh vin ci thg
kéo dai dén miy gio ding-hd. II&t quyén
pay sang quyén khae, anh trudc mai miéng
di co6 anh sau thay. Vin da hay ma giong
binh lai 18t, that la vé-vang cho nha trudong
vay.

Sau bubi binh vin thi nh#t, binh via
sach —ong d6 khen mi#y nguoi 18t giong,
rdi din tdt ca hoc tro:

— K¥ sau tap lam phu, dinh vao ngay
mong sau, ngay chiln, va 1 ddy cir theo
1¢ ¢6, lam vin-sach, luan & ngay co, ma
ngay ngau thi tho phu. Vé phu cac anh
nén nhan k¥ nhitng bai téi cho cac anh
chép, bat-chwoe cach x&p-didt va cach dat
cau trong cac bai Hy. Nhitng tay gioi,
nguwoi ta chi xem mot bai kifu-miu tic
khiic lam ngay dugc bai khac. Chi ciin dan
y cho khéo, cho cdu vin lwu-loat la dwgec.

Mot anh hoc tro hdi:

_ Bim thdy, c6 nhiéu thir phit khong a ?

— Khong, pha chi c6 mot 18i. Cau dit
miy chit cling duogc, tuy y, nhurng cur hai cdu
lien biing tric phai d&i choi v&i nhau. Phua dédc
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pan 1a chi c6 méi mot vin thoi. RT dé tir vi van
(1) la trong d& c6 miHy chit thi phai tirng Ay
vin. RP dé vi van (2) la ldy cau diu dé
lam vio va thém mot vin « pli» & doan
cudi cung nita, nbw dian bai la «dén o tri
tan phi» (3), rY dé-iw, thi chi co6 bdn chiv
on ¢0 tri lan thoéi, ma ri 4¢, thi phai c¢a nim
chix 6n ¢® tri tan pha. Phiin nhiCu nguoi la
han vin biing modt cau nao coé lién-lac dén
‘bai. Co khi ddu-dé ra phong van la dé& tay
y minh chon vin ldy.

— Thwa thiy lam phu c6 phai theo quy-
tic nhit-dinh khong a ?

— Co chir. M3i viin, thoat-tién, phai dil vai
bdn cau tu-ty hodc theo 18i lién-chdu nghia
la cau trén cau dud6i ciing mot vin. hoiic
theo 18i bdng trdc doi nheu, chi c¢in vin &
cau duéi thoi. RSi dén vai bdn cau song quan,
mdbi v& sdu bAy hay tam chin chit. Sau dén
vai cau cach-cii, mbéi v& dai hai doan. N&u
khong dit cach-ca thi ddi ra vai cau gdi fac,
moéi v& ba doan. V& noi-dung, bai phu phéi
86 theo nhirng didu-1&¢ nay: Vin hay doan
thir nhat 1a vdn lung, noi d&n y nghia diu
bai. Vin tha hai 1a bi¢n-nguyén, tim ngudn

-~ A . oy A
1) Liy chir dé lam vin—2) LAy d& lam vin—3) On’
cii bigt moi.
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g8c cho ré y diu bai, vin thir ba la vin
thich-thwre, phai noi hét nghia & diu bai, vin
thie tu' 1a phd diéa, suy vong ra. Pdn viia san
gio di 1a nghilugn, roi din-din (Gng két lai.

Cac anh cir dem nhitng bai phu did chep
truge ra ma xem khiic hicu.

Nim thang sau, Tam vi miy tay hoc tro
kha ctia 0ng d6 d3 shn ra dugce nhitng bai
phit xuiit-sfic. Ong bing long lim, thuong
bho vl moi ngudi ring :

— Cack mot niim nira dén khoa Mio, hoe
(ro toi thira siee di thi. Tir nay dén diy con
chan thi gio hoc-tap, cac ong Ay car chiim
cho toi la dugc!

Ong khong dam nédi rd tén Tam, s¢ mang
tidng la con ngudi khoe-khoang, nhung trong
bung ong van mirng thadm dwge dira chiau hoc
troi hon c¢d, md nhiing 161 Ong noi ntra b,
ntea that vol ngwdi ngodi van am-chi riéng
fam. Cho nén ong cin day mau di cac I3i
viin trong truong. Thi tho bigt roi, phu bidt
voi, viin sach ciing quen rdéi, ong bit diu
day sang kinh-nghia va tir lue. Ong  dua
nhilng bai vin hay cha cac tay khoa-muc
danh ti€ng ra cho! hgc tro chép. Chép xong
roi hoc thudc long, rdi khi nao cin dén,
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ong méi gidng (ua_ vé ciach x¢p-dit trong
nhirng bai fdy. Cai 18i day hoc cia ong dan-
tiecn vay, nén hoc Lro ticn lim, nhicu ong
d6 cac noi-déu noi theo.

Trude khi dinh ra bai kinh-rghia cho hoc
tro lam thi, nhitm vao ngay binn viin, nhan
dong-dit miit hoc tro, ong noi dai-khai viéc
dan bai. Trong gian nha rong, 18-nhd nhiing
hoc tro, ngdi x&p bing trén sap, udn thﬁng
lung, mot tay dat boc, mot tay mé di md
lai quyén vO bai, ong noi déu déu ré-rang,
thao-thao bit-tuyct :

— Lam kinh-nghia la thay nhoi cé-uhan
ma thich rong mot cau trong siach ¢d ra
thanh mot bai. Cau dwec dit ty y, khong
han chit, khong theo vin. Nhung cd bai
ciing phai theo khuon-phép riéng : Trude hét
la doan pha dé, ngudi lam vin gidi qua
nghia diu bai. Tha nhi dén doan (hira-de,
bit diu vao nhéi ngudi xwa noi. Thir ba la
doan k"éi-gidng, noi khai mho md diu bai.
Thie tw la doan khai-gidng, vio bai, ¢o hai
vé ddi nhau. Cu8i doan c6 mét cau
hoan-dé, lay lai cau diiu bai. Doan thir nitn
1a truig-c6, c6 hai v& d8i nhau, thich-thye
nghia diu bai, doan siu la hdu-¢d, hai vE
ddi nhau va ban tin rong y trong bai.
Poan biy, két-co, ciing c6 hai v& ddi hhau
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tom-tiit cac y trén bai lai. Cudi cing, cé
mol caun fhiic-dé, thit chit bai 1a hét. Lgj
kinh-nghfa nay 1a 18i bat-cd (tam & hay
tam doan) thong-dung nh#t trong trudng thi.

Mot anh hoc tr.v dirng 1én héi .

— Bim thay, viin kinh-nghfa tiec la vin
tir-luc ?

Ong d6 cuoi mia-mai. CA m8y cau hoc
tro cuwoi theo. Im cwdi, ong néi.

—- Cai anh nay dét qua. Anh khéng hidu
chiv tir luc a 2 Vin tir luc la 181 vdn trén
bdn, dwdi sau, hay trén sau, dudi bon. Vin
tie-luc la 18i vin chiéu, biéu. Chi€u la nhoi
.nha vua ban ra cho thin-dan thién-ha hida
bigt m¢gt viéc. Vay lam chi€u Wre 1a thay
nhoi nha wvna, 18i vin phai nghiém-trang
dinh-dac va c6 dién-tich, con bidu la nhoj
thin-dan dang lén vua d& chic mirng (goi
la biéu ha) hay la dé ta on dugc phong
thudng (bidu ta). L&i vin bi€u phai rit
muc cung-kinh, khiém-tdn, thu-phung. Vin
ch? siic cling la 18i viin L luc, ché la nhoi
vua ban khen, sdc1a nhei vua phong thuéng
cac quan va bach thin...

Ong do ngdi nghi-ngei mét lat, r6i ong
dirng gidy mo ta I8y ra mot tap sach chir
viét tay, dong bia cay den nhay va gay gén
son rit chiic-chiin. Ong dem ra quing cho
hoc tro va noi:



116 BUT NGHIEN

— Pay nay quy&a viin chi®u, biéu cla toi
cirép cong-phu 1dm, Cac anh si lwot nhau
ma chép lai, roéi cit nhian theo day it lau
la lam duwoc ngay, vdn ta-luec dé ldm. Co
kho gi dau! Chi céin nhit la hoc dugc nhiéu
sach va nho sach, kboéng nho  sich la
hong.

Thé la cd bon hiim-hd tranh nhau chép. Ho
nim tam-tum lai, mot anh cim 1y . sach, vira
vidt vira doc to cho moi ngudi theo va vidt,
Thiing-hodc gip chit nio ngd-ngy, ho nhin
sang anh bén canh, hay chong tay quy gdi,
bo ién ma nghén co trong vio quy?zn sach
& tay anh dang doc. Chép duoc modt vai
bai, roi ho lin luwyti ng6i giay doc lai, thoi
khong chép nira, d& co thi gio ma xem, ma
hoc, ma ngim-nghi cho rd 1&¢ 18i. Ho gap
quy&n bai mau lai dua cho Tam. Con nhiing
bai kia ho d& danh d&n mai, ngay kia, chua
mudn.

Mot thang sau, hoc (ro 6ug P5-Tri dai
lam nbdi viin tr-lyc  roi, khong hay-ho gi
<ho lim, nhung nghe cbhng (am-lam dwoec.
CAu pao ciu Ay cung hou-hd vui mirng,
trong long sung-sudng lim, d3i lam dugc



Bur NeHiEN 147

cac 181 vin trui)ng 6c, chi cdn luyén- tap
cho thém sau-sic va gia-diin thoi. Ci dén
ong do ciing tu-hdo dd day bidt da 18-13i
vao truong, ong thuwong khoe véai nhitng
nguoi dén choi.

—— Hoc tro truong téi dwee cai chin kho
ca, ho dua nbau ho hoc chéong bidt 18m, 1am
dugc ca tho phu, kinh-nghia va chiga
bidu roi kia df\) Cé pbiln xu#t-sic hon
hoc trd cu ct Van bén Vin-Lang vi ong
Hu#in Phu-Hau. Cac cu chi duoc ti€ng khoa
mue, chie chit nghia vd day bdo nao da
hon- ai!

P3i voi cac ong tu, 6ng clt, dng mén, ong
kép thuwong dén choi, ong do lai khoe cach
khac .

— BAm ong, nho gidi, nho thanh, cac
tré day hoc ciing kha, nha chau d3 day
cd cac 18i vidn rdi kia ddy. Chung lam
dwoc cd kinh nghia va chi€u bitu rdi a.
Nhiirng bai caa chucg cu nhw y nha chau
xem ra ciing duong-dwge. Bdm day, kinh-
trinh ton-ong duyét qua.

Ong dd vira néi, vira <im miy v& bai
.ctia Tam va cua nhitng hoc-tro _kha-kha duwa
ra. Nhitng 4ng khach mé di m& lai xem va
{im-téc khen. C6 6ng mim cwdi ha mot cau :

— Puoc lim. Lao.ddo lrudng 6c nhw éng,
-day hoc tro tét nhién la phai gidi!
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Ong d6 chi con bidt kinh-cAn «da» mot
tigng, va khong hi€u ngudi ta khen hay
mia.

Nhurng la nhilt c6 6ng khéach nay: Mot hom
vao gifta mua thu ém mat, budi hoc som sfip
tan, hoc tro siip sira vE, con raug lai nghe
nhoi chi-din cha ong d6 v& mot bai pha.
Chot & dau dwa dén mot nguwoi dan ong da
nhi¢u tudi, div quin khintam-giang da bac
miiu, miic cai 4o vai gidi dd son-rach va chiée
quin nau bac, chan di doi dép da loct-quet,
tay khoac cai non son da long 1& phe-phiy di
vao, Irong cd vé ngang-tang lam, khong co
giang-diéu nguoi di d&n xw, ma cing khong
ra vé khach-khira lang nho cho lim. Nguoi
Ay song-soc li€n vao nha. Hoc tro khong hiéu
th€ nao con mai ngac-nhién, chua kip chao.
Ong do6 ciing 14y lam la. Nguoi 8y di nghiém-
nhi¢n ngit- ngudng ngodi trén truong - ky,
khong chao hoi ai, rung dui ngaim mgt cau :

- Gido hufin chinh tuc, vo 1&8 b#t bil(1)

Ong do tirc tim mit lai, cac hoc' tro so
‘hii kbép-nép, ké dung giay di tém gifin, k& di
jay di&n ddt den mang lén, nguoi di rot
nuoc bung dén, moi chao rdt cung kiah.
‘Nguodi la mim cwoi lai noj :

1) Day bio sira ~(18i phong-tuc khong c6 18 k'h(‘)ng
Al (chit sach Lé-ky, thién Khic-18-thuong).
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-- Cung nhi vo I (dc lao! (1)

Ong dd tr niy d&n giv ngdi im lic nay
moi noi :

— Nigp gia bat vin tde man, ky vi nho gia
ho b#t tri thanh-nhan nhap Thai- mitu, méi
su vin. (2)

Mot s im ling niing-né. Ong d6 chim.
chim nbin ngudi khach la, nguoi nay vin
twoi-cudi hon-h® !r*rg ra ngoai sin. Cac
hoc - tro ngo - ngac hii - bung cho doi cude
ddu-khiu gay-go giira 6ng d6 va ngudi khach.
Co ti&ng thi-thim :

— Nay may ¢ hay la lio DG dien Nam-
thuong ddy ?

— Khong, giong lo-l6, co 1€ dng do Nghe

— Khoug phai, d6 b& ddy. Nim ngcii <ng
ta di vao truong cu Tau Hai bén Ngayél-
dién ? '

Roi lai im ngay. Hoc tré déu quay nhin
don v& ca 6ng dd va ong khach.

1) Cung kinh ma khdng co 1 thi phi‘i‘*n, (chir sach
Lufin-ngir, thién Thai-Ra VIII). )

2) Viio nhia khéng héi 1a khinh nhon. PR 15 nho-gid
sao khéng biét dirc Thanh-nhin vio nhi Thai-midw
moi viée ddu héi. (Thanh - nhin 14 dire Kh3ng-Tit
vio nha Thai-midu viée gi ciing héi truoc).
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Chot ong khach luoi-cuwdi quay mit lai
héi ong do:

— Thua Thay, th& nao la tién hoc 1&, hau
hoc vin a?

Ong do hoi lai:

— Thwa ong, th€ nao la dao giangtuy khue,
nhap gia tuy tuc?

Ong kbach khong gid nhoi, hdi lai:

— Vay thay day t.é nhirng gi?

— Thwa 6ng, téoi day hoc, dayv lam vin,
lam bai, lam tho, lam phu, day hoc tro sdp
stra di thi...

Ong kbach vin twoi-cuoi noi:

— T&t 1im. Thay day chu-ddo l&m, nhung
c6 diéu ciin nhit thay quén.

Ong d5 thfy khach noi hoa-nhid tir-tdn,
bén diu nhéi nhan 16i;

— Bim cu, cun d&n dét-ngot qua, va gitra
Idc hoc-tro don - dip sip ra vé, nén moi
c6 diéu so-xufit vay. Va luc nay hoc tro
dang ban tap bai vin d& diu thang nay
xudng thi & nha quan Hui#n!

—B“'O’C lim. Ra cdc cau hoc day déu
sip stra di thi nay mai kis diy ?

— Bim cu, nha chau day dua 1&-16i vin
treong roi, chi con cho luyeL-tap tinh - vi
dén sang ndm di thi hach, roi xuﬁng tap
quan Hu#n hay vao tap quan Nghé Pham-
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Na it L A€ kip khoa thi Mio siip  toi.
Ong d6 tuoi-cudi noi voi mot vé thda—
thich. Nhung ong khach hoi cau may héi :
— Thuwa thay nhuw thé, cic cau hoe di
giol Iim nhi ?

Bim cu, ciing chwa 1dy gi lam gidi,
nhing ciing a0 ste lam bai, bim cu bai
clia cic tré day.

Ong d6 lai dwa cic v& Dbai ra cho khach.
Khacly thong-th? md qua cie giang gifly, ong
do hoi :

— Bim cu, quy-quan & dau ta?

— Ay toi .di qua, thily day coé truong hoc
ghe vao choi hitu thiy, thiy cho phép toi hai
cic cau {y miy cau.

— Biim vang, xin rudc cu chi-gido.

Ong khich quay lai hoc tro:

— Lio thily noi cac cau siip di thi, ldo kinh
phuc lim, nén ldo mudn ciing cic cau dam
luan mot lic cho vui, lio bay giv gia roi,
khong con duge may-mén nhw cac cau di
hoc, di thi nira, ldo ti€c qua. Cac ciu ddi ho
cau nay nhé, ldo nhai dip b3 giu nay la
ph.cu xong, vi 130 voi lim. ‘

Cac hoc tro ldm-lét nhin vhau, r6i déu noi :

— BAm cu vang a!

Ong khach ra:

— CAy xuong rong, gidng dat zdn, long l:gc
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hoan long! (chit long nghia la réng).

Cac hoc tro im ling ng6i ngiail, mit anh
nio ciing dgc ro. Ong khach bom-hém nhai
di nat ky miéng giiu, the ra moi, gio hai
ddu ngén tay, cim ldy bd ném tot ra san,
réi giuc :

— Thé& nao, xong chwra cac cau ?

Chi c6 minh Tam ding day thua:

— Bim cu con xin ddi a: « Qua dwa chudt
tuot mém méo, thir gi ma thir ? (chit thi
la chudt).

Ong cu Hec diu:

— Hoi dirge, nhung khéng chinh ma lai
swge. A thio nao! Bé ma hay chiv tit dé&
khinh man. Con céc cau kia, khong doi
dwgc a? Thoi, qua han 1réi. Cac. cau lam
gitp toi bai tho nay : « Tri tiéu nhi muu dai »
Ay vin muwu, cic cau c¢6 bi&t chir dau
khéng ?

Hoc trd ngo ngac nghi khong ra, ong dé
phai bao : ,

— Chv kinh Dich, thién Hé¢-tir ha, cau:
Pirc bac nhi vi tén, tri tidu nhi muu dai,
hrc tiBu nhi nham trong, ti&n bt cap hi (1),
hoc r6i ma di queén.

1) Ptrc méng & ngbdi cao, tri bi&t nhd ma muru viée
nhon, strenhé mi ganh viée niing, it khi thanh duec.
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Ong khach chita :
—- Ky kinh Dich tric-trfic khé nho.

Hoc tro ngdi nght mai, lai gdp vin muua
riit kho chon, nén viét di soa lai, mii khong
thanh. Mai gna troea moéi dwoe miy bai
dua Ién, f)ng khéch. xem qua, réi quiing gia -
khoag chiim, onglai bao:

— H&ng d& bai tho ddy, cdc cau lam giup
toi bai pbu ndy nhé. « Giét tir née gior
audng » r1 dé-ty vi van.

That la bai pha oai odm vd mai-mia. Ong
do tue 1dm. Tu cau ddi dén bai tho, bai
phi d&u mot giong khuyén-rin khinh-miét.
Nhung biét lam th€ nao. Cha nh& ong di
Iam ho hoc tro a? Ong danh ngdi ma xem
cai ldo gioi ddnh n6 hach-sich th€ nao.
Ca ong do va hoc (ro mai tirc t8i kho chiu,,
quén cd d#n udng va moi khach. Béng ong
kia dung day chao ong do di ra, ho &
gitt th€ nao, éng cling khéng &. Ra dén
san Ong nghéu-ngao doc:

— Hoc kinh bat minh, biit nhw quy canh (1).

Nguoi khach di khdr réi, ong dd méi trat
con {we-bwe ra, ming hoc tro tan-té, sauw
cung ong diu gigng lai, noi vudt hau .

—. Nhung véi cai thing dién 3y, khéng k&

1) Hoc sach khéng thong, khong bing vé di cly.
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lam gi. N6 chi di tim nhirng viin khdn
khd d& thir ngudi ta, dem nhitng (¢ vin (1)
ma hdi, thi dn b8 noé ciing khéng lam ndi.

No6i vay, chit 6ng db ciing khong bi&t
ngudi khach la kia, tung-tich th&€ nao. qué
quan & dau, ma ca vuang Ay, hoc tro di di
do hoéi khip, ciing khéng bidét hanh-tung
con ngudi bi-mat kia ra sao.

Tuy-nhién, cai cudc dén thiim dot-ngot
va la-ling cha ngudi khach vin ich-lgi cho
bon hogc tro va cho Tam nh:Ea lim, Lic
4y chiing méi thdy rdo stc kém-cdi cla
minh va hidu réing di thi, ngoai su bidt r3
18-13i vin bai, lai con ciin phai c¢o6 thuc-tai
nita. Va cdi hgc nhw thg, chung chi meoi
dang lam ong d6 «lri, ho, gid. ri », chi
cbua the vac l€u chdng vao truwdng md cim
chic 0 tén trén bang.

1) Vin ch&t, khé tim dwee vin khac.
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Nim nay Tam muoi lam tudi.

Tét Nguyén-Pan vira xong, mi‘ing sau Tet,
éng d6 Tri M§y-Ly di xudng nha 6ng Ly-
Tuwdng, trwoe la choi thim, san la d& ban-
bac v& viéc hoc ciia Tam.

— Ong Ly a, Pao hoc vo cung, k& chau
Tam hoc hé&t chit téoi cling con chan. Nhung
sang nim d&n khoa thi réi. Téi mudn chon
noi « dai 1dp» cho chau théo hoc, né quen
khuon-sdo khoa-ctr di va dua tap voi sy-tir
cdc noi. BE lic vao truong né khdi ludng-
cudng. Nén toéi xudng ban voi cdc 6ng xem
sao. ..

Ong 45 rung dui gat.gn bio ong Ly-
Tudng. Ong nay don da 1&phép:

—- Bim th3y day chu-tit qua. Cai 3y con tay
& lugng-thdly. Xin ruoc thiy nghi choi & day
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m#y hom, rdi thily chuy&n th€ ndo ci ting (0f
cling xin vang.

Ro6i 0ng <udng nha dudi goi Tam :

— Tam oi Tam!

— Anh sang bén chu ly Hai tim bac vé
ngay, bao co thiy d5 M§y-Ly xudng choi. Va
bao bac r& vao nha o6ng chi Tin moi ong Tu
Phu-dong sang choi nhé. Bao bac th€ nao
cing moi cho duge 6ng Tiu. Cha m#y khi
ong d6 & choi.

— Thwa thdy, 6ng Ta Phu-dong sang ta
bao gio th&?

— Ong 3y sang dau hom kia dy ma. Sang
x¢p chdé ngdi: Nhal sw nhiat dé, y chung
nha 6ng Chi mudn nudi. Nhung théi anh di
mau ma vé& nhé.

Mot luc sau, bac Tam di vé, vun-vut
budc 1én hé chio :

— Bam thiy al

— Khong dam, chio cu!

— Thiy tin thiy xudng chei, téi dang
danh t3-t6m ding chu ly Hai, x6m ngoai,
phai voi v& hiu thay.

— Thura cu, quy-héa qua. Ché&t ndi! Lam d&
mit hoi u cha cyu. Diu xuén, cy cod ot tai
khong a?

__ Bim thiy, n3m ngodi 6i chi toan thua.
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Nhung sang ndm nay moi didnh miy canh,
nho giovi déu duoc ca.

— Nhu th€ Ia nim nay cu héng-van sudt
niam.

— A thua thay, ¢6 ong Ti Phi-dong sang
x&p chd ngdi & ling toi, toi moi lai choi,
cod 18 sip dén, Thay co biét?

— Co6 phai cii ong Tu dong-dong cao,
miit xwoang xwong, ngim-ngim den...

— Vang, ong a4y co6 bo rau dii Ioa-soa.

Ong bac Tam wvira no6i dén day, thi ong
T did buoe vao cdng. Con chd vén niim
trén he, c¢hdom ngay bdn vo 1én, s6 ra nhw
chye nhily sd vio nguoi khiach-la. Tam do
hai nfim tay lén doa miing con vat:

— Con ché quai ndo! mu a!

Con cho cip duoi chay, con sta ddng
mity Lliéng gau-gau ! )

Bac Tam di buwoc xudng san chip tay
vii chio :

— BAm chao cu Tu sang choi a!

— Toi khong dam, chio 4ng a.

Ong dd cling buoc xudng dit, tién ra ctra
ding dgi, khi trong thidy ong T, oéng cui
ddu hoi : ’ ‘

— Chio quan bac sang choi g, han-hanh
cho dé qual!

Ong Tu trong thily ong dd, hon-hé cudi
s¥ng-sic :
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— A bic d5 My-Ly, toi cv ludng la ai.
" Cfru haa phing cam-vii.
Tha hwwong nrg¢ co-1ri (1)

Co phai khdng bac? Con gi vui biing tot
gip bac & day kia chi. Van hanh! Van
hanh! Kha! Khal Khal... Kh.. Kha.

Ong 48 cing cuwoi theo, 61 mot ong Tu
vao ngdi trén sap khach. Ba nguoi chidm
ba goc sap, ngdi x&p bing, hai tay chiip lai,
mudi ngon tay ludn qua nhau dé chip len
khu ban tay, hai canh khuyu de¢ lén hai bhén
dui. Ba ugwoi chuyén-trd rit vai vé, hét
chuyén lam dn, d&n chuyén hoc hanh vi
chuyén sang chuyén day hoc.

Ong Tu hoi ong PO :

— Niim nay bac ngdi dau chira ?

— Van ché cfi, bac tinh to6i khong hay
ddi ché.

— Dam nao dfy?

— Van dam M§-Lwong dfy ma.

-— Th& ciing xong. Toi thi long-dong. Nim.
ndo ciing phai x&. Cha miy dam la vira
y, @ duoc lau. Nay bac a, nhung ma ciing
nén ning ddi ché d& ma Ky dong-mén chu.

— Vaag, bdc day thé ciing phai. Nam nay
bac dinh ngdi noi nao chia ?

1) Ning lau gip dwoe mua tudi. O noi lang la:
gip ngudi quen cii.
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~ ’ ° -

— Ay bén nay ong, ong chi Tan x&p diy,
nhirng toi chira thuan hin. Nh#it sw, nhit
d¢ ma nién-boug o1 doi trim hai quany
nhung ong chi méi dinh ¢6 tam chuye.

b A LY

— Bdm cu, néu xong bto gid cu  khai
truong ?

Bac Tam dot-ngot hoi. Ong Ta ngoi uon
ngay nlfum 1én, tho tay ron nuulg trdu bd
vio mom nhai, roi dap lai:

— Toi dinh mwoi bai ndy sach ngay lai
c¢6 sao Giac trwe Khai, toi bt diu I8 Thanh
roi. khai giang.

—Cu d6 B& xém dong lai day ngay tr
mdng mudi. Con Thdy-dd ta ngay ndo thiy
xudng trwong ?

Ong dd dang ngdi thiing, tho tay vio nich
gii sot-sot, cling voi gia nhoi:

— Toi dwge cai thong-thd. Lang fy ho
con viée lang canh-chay rim tllén giéng.
Ca lang bfm—ron ddn mudl sau moi xong.
Nén dén muoi tam toi moi khai tl‘uo*ng

— Nédm nay thiy cling cho chau Tam theo-
chir ?

— Ay ltic ndy toi da bho voi ong Ly, nim-
nay nén cho chau di hoc cac biac dai-khoa.
d® no6 quen 1&-18i sang nim di thi.

Ong tu ngac-nhién hoi:
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— Cau ndao ma di noi chuyén di thi?

Bac Tam nhanh-nhdu gia nhoi:

— Bidm cu, ch4au Tam con chi ly no day,
van theo hoc thay do toi bir nim lén tam.

— A cai cauTam . vira di véi toi lic nily a ?
Co, toi ¢6 nghe don cau Ay d6 diu ky (hi
viin & lang My-luwong nim no. Ma sao hoc
chong thé da siip stra di thi dwece roi kia a ?

Ong d6 on-ton thuwa lai:

— Thua bac, cic ong day cod long mo dao,
ma chau no ciing. higu hoc d& bao, nén thco
t6i miy nim chau no da hoc hét cd cac sich
ve khoa-ctr, va lam dwoc ca cac 18i kinh-
nghia, tho, phu, viin sach, Ur-lue. Ké cling
chua hay gi cho liim, nhung cic vin bai
lam di xuodi-xudi, toi thi€t-tudng cho chau
no di tap mot cu dai-khoa nao thi vwra loi
ma chong cho n6é nua.

— Phuic-dire nhi! It tudi ma di dugc nlnr
thé. K& ciing ia mot didu dang mirng cho
nha ta lim. Phen nay thi that d#it phat
khoa nhi. Co6 di€u gidi thi giéi, chi sang
niim di cho di thi ngay, t6i e con non qua.
Ciing thi it tudi, nhung con nhd ngudi la
von sin gia-sio, bd bido con, 6ng bio chau
ngay tir khi moi nit mit, nén viée dé-dat
dé-dang 18m, con nhia minh khac. Téi noi
tinh-thue, ch ¢6 dam khinh cau 3y dau;.
b4ac d5 nghi cé phai?
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Ong dd hoi cau may dap:

— Ay vig¢e dé-dat con nho & s8, khoa nay
khong d6 dé danh khoa san, con nha nho-
si th& la thuong, m#y ai thi ma dé
ngay. Chéng qua ¢6 hoc phai ¢6 thi, cho
n6é ra noi truong-6c, n6 bao-dan quen di.
Va « thap vdn bat nhua nhat kién» (1). No
dwgc muc-kich som nhitng 18-luat ning né
ctia truong-thi, no tirng-trai khon ngoan ra,
duong khoa-danh cia né c6 thém phin
mau chong. Xwa nay nguodi co chu-tim lap
chi vin thanh-dat nhanh hon ngudi thuong.
Bé&i 18 4y, nén ndm nay t6i bao cac 6ng
dy day th& nao ciing phai cho chau no di
tap, tdn-phi ciing ¢8 ma chin. O vung day
¢O ba trudong: Utrudng cu nghé Pham-xa,
troong quan Hufin Dai-ddng, voi truong
quan Bdc Van-chu.

— Mudn viin chwong ldi-lac nén lai hoc
ding quan D8c Van-chu. L3i hanh-vin cta
ngai that danh-thép miuv-muc, nhdt la kinh-
nghia, vin-sach, that dang la khudn vang
thuéec ngoec. Hoc tro ngai di dau la ndi
ti€ng ddy.

— Phai. Nhung hoc truong cu khé dé.

1) Muoi didu nghe, khong biing mét d.¢u thiy.
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Cai hay cha ca ra uhodi Khuon-kho, khong
hop voi viinthd truong thi. P dach ring
viin chwong vo gia, song coin em di hoc cot
mong cho n6 d4, ta phai ren tap no theo
18i viin truong. Mot khi dé roi, con Gi
thi gio luyén viin cho hay, dita cau cho dep.

— Th& thi xu8ng tap quan Hu#n Huyén.

— Quan Hudn Huyén chi day cac dai-
cwong, ngai con ban viée quyén nhi€p
thay quan huyén ludn, khong chi bdo cin-
than dwoc, va chuwa biét chirng nay mai
ngai dwoe bd tri-huyén. Quan khac v&, hoc
lai dé-dang. Toi, thi téi dinh cho chau thes
tap ecu nghé Pham-Xa.

-~ Hir, theo cu nghe Pham-X4 sao bing
hoc quan Hu#n Ppai-Bong? Bén cu Nghe
Pham déng hoc tro qua, mot ngay chia
lam m3y lop, ma lai xa, riéu-vei di mit
non mét ngay duong Quan Hudn Dai-Ddng
& gin day lai chd vin-than he‘mg huyén vé&i
nhau, nhe¢ ngai day- -dé can-than cho, co
~phai chu-d4o va mau chong hon. VA truwong
ngai, ngai kén chon k§ 1im, s8 hoc tro vira
phai thei, khéng dong 1im. nén hoc rit da.

— Th& bic moi hidu mét, chwa hidu hai.
Bén cu nghé Pham dong that diy, nhung
cdi dong 8y khong hai, ma lai con lgi la
dugc giao-du nhi€u, ganb-dua ldm. Hai la.
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truong cu cd sio dé d6. Loi viin cla cu,
nhe-nhang, dau-di rat hop voi truong-quy,
lai khiém-tdn, l&-phép, mach lac ro-rang,
nén ai chim d&n ciing phai tuda-thich ma
phé wu, binh ci. Cho nén khoa nao truong
cu cling d6 nhiGu. Vi ddy ma sd hoc ro
cang ngay cang dong. Chinh toéi, toi tiéc
riing chi hoc cu dwoc non mot nim, chir
hoc ludn cu du‘QC vai ba nim, toi dat dut
cai ctr-nhan di roi.

_ Ay ciing chi vi bac mai tudng dat manh
cho nén dirt day chir!

Ong Tu dam ngang vao moét cau pha tro.
Ong ly Twdong va o6ng bac Tam déu cuoi
o lén, réi ddéng-thanh noi chira, miic diuw
cac 6ng khong hidu viéc chir nghia th& nao.

— Thay db téi néi rdt ding, gia thay do
theo tap cu lon Nghé Pham m#y ndm, thé
nao cha db cir-nhan, ti€n.si!

Ong d5 ung-dung noi:

— That ddy, khong ti€n-si thi ciing hon
cai tu-tai queén. '

Ong 1 hoi sim- mit, noi:

— Tu tai quén con hon ngudi di thi bae
khoa réi ma vin deo ti€ng 6ng do!

Thiy hai nguoi séip-sita dé€n lic no6i mat
nhau qud hoéa that, 6ng bac Tam dirng day
voi-van ¢ i
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— Xin hai cu xa 16i, hai cu dinh cho chau
to6i theo hoc chdn nao, hai cu chi bao dé&
ching t6i con bi#t 18i ma sira-soan cho chau.
Xin hai cu dung...

Ong ti cudi noi:

— Khoéng, c6 viéc gi dau ! Ong d6 dadinh
cho chav theo cu Nghée rdi lai con!Ongdo
dd nghi 14 chi phai...

Ong d5 nghi sao ciing voi ddi ngay séc
mit vui vé noi.

— Toéi dinh th&, nhung cdn tay & cac ong
didy chir. Cac 6ng nghi k§ xem c6 nén khong.
Day ra ddy vira xa va vira ché tro kho khin..
Co loi chi lgi cho chau va bi#t-tién cho cac
ong. Pilai xa x6i ma tién phi-tdn thi nhiéu.
Liéu sirc c6 cang-dang ndi khong ?

Ong ly Tudng véi lau-tdu néi:

— Bam thiiy, thiy day th& nao ching téi
cling xin viang. V& viéc hoc hanh, chiing 16i
khdng dwgc twong cho 1dm, nén trim s
trong nho cd & thily. Ping nao tién lgi cho
chau, xin thiy ct bio, phi-tdn bao nhiéu,
chiing tdi ciing chiu dwoc. D&n phai ban nha,
ban d&t 18y ti&n cho con di hoc ciing
cam long. Chung tdi con nha hao ly, danh
phan ddt nat, nay thdy chau né hoc dugec,
ching té6i ¢8 sitc cho di hoc, chi ciu
gioi khdn phat, phu-ho do-tri va nhe
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mo6 ma phuc #im nha, chau dé dwot ti cu-
nhan hay ti-tai d€& chung toi duoe hudng
cai huong thom cta Triéu-dinh thi that la
thoa-min. Chau dé som dwoc ngay ndo la
chung (6i cang thém vé-vang ngay Ay, nhi
bac ca nhil

Oug bac ddng-y néi thém :

— Phai, nho thily d6 cir ddc long chi
18i dua dwong cho, nEu chua 1y né chiu
khong ndi, di co toi gop vao.

Ong dd dfc thing ci mwoi phiin, gat-gu
thich y noi:

— Nhw vay ta nén cho chiu theo hoc
cu Nghe Pham-Xa. Ton mét ty nhung chiic
dé hon.

Ong Ta ciing phai chém vao mily ciu
lay long :

— Cac o6ng thanh tam ddc chi cho con
di hoc nhw th&, Gioi Phap, Thanh Thin it
khong phu tim long cac ong mong- moi.
Chong chiiy th& nao cau Tam nha ciing do
to. Con hay chit lai chdm hoc, bd me hét
long tin cay sw hoc that la duge. di moi
d:éu. Toi chwa thdly miy nha dugc thé.
Ong d5 18t cung quan-loc ldm, moi gap
dugc mot nha phic hau thanh tAm nhu
vay. Toi thi toan gip nhirng phuong dio-
dién b#t nghia ca.
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Ong bac Tam duong ctii ¢b tém gific, voi
ngang ngay nén nhin thing vao ong Ta va
noi: _

— Ay biim cu, chau Tam day goi thiy dé
biing cau rudt ddy. Thim Ly nha 16i l& em
gai thiy do.

Oong Ta voi hoan-hi gat diu:

— A rath&, ngudi nha voi nhau ca.

‘Tan bira ruou, ong Ta tré vé nha ong chi
Téan dé& milc ca xong cai gia ngdi. Bac Tam
tién chan ra dén duong cai. Con ong do
va ong ly Twdng chi xudng dé€n san thoi. Khi
ong Ta di khu#t cong roi, hai ngudi cung
di vao nha. Ong dé noi:

— Dé&n ghét ldo ta Pha-dong nay, di dau
thi noi thanh noi twdng ma rat cuc tam-
dia rdt x3u - xa. Hin sé6-sién lua ca quan
Hu#n Pai-dong ddy. Co gi dau. quan Hui#n
ngai wa kén chon k¥ nguwoi hoc kha, tinh
nét 18t, chiu kho va kha gia maoi cho hoc,
‘Hin bi€t ngai th&, nén bém mép ngot-ngio
néi véi ngai, dem it gao dé€n xin & tro
hidn nha ngdi. Hfa & it laa ro6i cha bidt
the nao ngai tin hia lim. Hin moi Iy
trom ciia ngai it vé bai chép ridt cong-
phu ro: chudn thing, bia mit cha ngai
miy. thang com. Quan nhw th&é con bao gid
kha dugec.
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Ong bae Tam vira v& d&n ddy nghe duogc
ciu mdt cdu hai, khong hiCu cai gi, héi
ngay :

— CAai gi thé¢?

Ong 1y dap:

— A, thdly dd néi chuyén ong Tu Phu-
dong.

— Ong Ay x@p cai ché dang #y cbha chic
co xong khong, vi ong 3y co-ké qua ma
ong chi lang ta ciing khong vaal

Ong dd ¢6 v¢é khinh-bi noi.

— Co xong i cieg chi duge mét nim
thoi. Béu gid nhw lio 8y ¢6 ai wa duoc
mii. Ma lai con kéu calad long-dong vit-va.

Ong bac Tam bAy gio md&i hoi hidu cai
miu chuyén nghe dwroc cdu mdt cAu hai
luc ndy, tren bai hai miit ngac-nhién :

— Nhe! ra th€ day. [11

The la Tam di nbhit-dinh dwec theo hoc
cu Nghe lang Pham-xa & (an ngoai gia
tinh Nam, via di vira v& mit bai ngay.
vén ci nha chi con viéc sim-stra cho Tam
nao quiin 4o, gidy but, ndo ti€n #n gao
ddn, sao cho ra giang con nguoi hoc tro
di in hoc & noi xa la. Bdy gio khong con
la cav tro bé miéng com chin clia 6ng do
My-Ly nira kia ma.
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Sau khi di stra 1&, 1& dinb, 1& micu, 18
dién ong Tu K&, dt ciu cho Tam dwge
thong-minb sang-ling, hoc dau bi€t diy va
nhé nhw chén vdao rudf, sau khi ca nha da
don-dip sfiim-sita cho Tam moi tir cén
thiét, da d&én ngay nhit dinh cia Tam nghin
dam d¢i nip theo thdy. Cai ngay Ay la
ngay mudi mot thiang giéng. :

Tat cd d6 doan sich v& cha Tam déu
nhét cad vio mol cai hom gé vuong to son
then chay chi vang, trong twa cai hom moc
clia phuong cheo. Cai hom #y chidém mot
bén ganh. Mudn cho can, bén nay nguoi
ta d& mot thing tien kém ching sau biy
quan v mot nén bac, phit Iip di bing
mot mé gao di lrdng, trén- d& mot cai trap.
Mot nguoi lwe-dien dwoe mic cai 4o nau
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m&i ruom treo xong hoi trong nim, mot
cal quin moi con tring, thit mot cai khin
s3i goc do tham, d& nhan Iy cii viee ganh
dua cdit ra traeoro nhe moi ngudi déu bho.
Tuy phai ganh trea vai di hang ngay dwong,
bac vin 1dy lam sung-suwéng duge ganh dua
nguwdi di hoc. Biac budc quang cldn-than,
thiit nat cho déu, réi cho dén ganh vao
quang, ghé vai ning bong ganh 18n, din
thir m3y cai, roi lai d& xudng twoi - curei
noi :

— Con nhe lim, ba ly a, ba xem co thigu
gi nita civ dé thém vao. Day ra diy, che
tir day lén Bic hay vdo Thanh noi, con
ganh di ciing duoc!

Ba ly toan chay di &y miy cai banh
chung nita, naung ong ly da gat di ring :

— Thoéi d& & nha cho tré né &n, niing
roi ddy, con d& cho nguoi ta di dwee ch,
xa kia ma!

(511g dd wvirt cai ba gidu vira nhai xong,
tho hai ngbu tay bén trdi vdo cei gillu cip
mot miéng cau lén, mong tay cai bén phai
da thodin-thofit bam tia vd di, rdi bd vag
mdm ngam yén ddy, lai ldy miéng gidu gio
cuén ra, cho mong tay cai vao bot ditit voi
quet ngay lén cai cot lién ddy thanh mét vét
tring dai trong nhuw -cdi nét s8 eut,” rdi ong
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quan lai bo vao mom nhai ngau-ngau, va
dirng lén no6i nhuw truyén lénh:

— Thoi ta dil

Moi nguwoi déu xudng ca san, tdt cd nhirng
nguoi trong ho d&n tién chan Tam. Cuéé
chiao noi 6n-ao. ROi nhu con rfin cudn khic
mé& din ra, cd mot doan ngudi cir din-diin
ti&n ra cong di thanh hang chir nhit: ong
do6 di trwoce, d€n ong bac Tam, ong ly Tudng,
Tam, nguwoi ginh, réi dén meoi nguwoi ho-hang
than-thich theo sau. Ra d&n codng, tiéng chio
lai 6n lén mot luc: doan ngudi theo sau
bot di qua ntra. Pé€n dwong cai, moi nguoi
v& ca, chi con lai c6 bdn nguwoi di diu.

Gidi hom nay dep; mwa phun 43 tanh
hia tir déem. Trén gioi con mot lan may duc
mong ; nhung phuwong dong did vang twoi
ruec-ro tuy mit gioi chwa 16 ra, da té ring
hom nay phai hitng fo. Puong khé rao,
nhitng 1oc non téa ra mot mui thown méi mé
Gio thdéi nhé-nhe, lwdt qua miit khach bo-
hanh nhu m¢t ban tuy yéu dwong ém-diu
soa lén ma. Tam thdy trong long rhe-nhém
sung-swéng hoang-mang tudng nhw canh-va
chung quanh déu twoi-cudi chao dén minh.
Nhirng dudong dit quiin-queéo, udn khuc
noi dong rudng xanh rén nhw ngin lai,
Tam di khong thdy moi. Thinh-thodng mot
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ida dinh 19 ra triing séa hay sam-xi d@ roi
ai khuilt vao trong lily tre xanh hay duéi
nhicng cay si, cdy da sim-ufit lam cho Tam
vui thich la, chang chi mudn chay vao
h&%n tan noi xcia cdc can ddi treo & cot,
khfic & twong. Nhung c6 lic chang vira
chii-chir ngung buédc c¢d nghdch mit doc
cho h&t cac ciu d&i ngoai cdt try, thi éng
45 hay ong ly did diu-dang giuc:

— Tam! di mau di con! Con xa kia mal

Chauglai phai cim ddu rdo budc theo sau
hai nguoi, chu cu Thin qudy ganh di di
wvurgt én xa roi, chu cir di mot thoi dai that
mau, dén hing nuwoc bén dudng lai ngdi
nghi d&¢ dei ba nguoi.

Pi mai-miét mai d€n s& chi®u mé dén poi,
Tuy di dugc nghi bdn ban, an qua udng
nudc, nhung Tam ciling thdy moi chan 1§m.
Vi la lin diutién chang di xa vay. Moi ban
chang moi chi di tir nha xudng Van- trung
va M§j-lrong thoi. Lin ndy chang méi dixa
ma di di hing nhitng ngdy dudng, lam gi
cha mdi. Gia khong c6 nhitng canh dep la
lang méi mé, lam khuay long, chang co thé
phat khoclén dugc. Chang vira kéo lé chan
méa mit con mai trong cai ling xay kidu vin-
chi quét voi tring soa, trén 18i vao cé mily
chir dai-tir to va hai bén mot déi cdu ddi
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vidL 16i thao gia giin. Chang dwong mai trd
2 . A ~ .. - e ar .
miit nhin dé hoc rd doi cau ddi rat ndi Hy,

thi 6ng d6 di lai giuc:
— B3n noti 16i, con al! Pi mau viao nha

tro ma nghi.

Biy gio Tam quay lai thi dd budc trén
con duong nho vao lang Pham- xa  Cai
cong lang biing gach did 16-10 hién ra duoi
liy tre xanh bi€c. Lang Pham-xd la mot
lang tru-mat, tu dédng xa nguoi ta dd nhan
biét bing nhitng cay cau cao vugl ngon
ire lién chi-chit nhw che rop ci mit gioi.
Qua cbng lang, Tam d& chan lén con
duong lat da xanh lién nhau thiing Uip.
Nay la vin-chi, trén mot khoang dit rong,
chung quanh gidng cAy ram-rap, & giita
dén thd dic Thanh Khong rit do-so¢ va
nguy-nga, trén mai b8n goc chay b3n con
réong ngang-nhién ngh&nh ¢d nhin givi. Hai
beén x4y kin, dip hai con phwong sde canh
waa. O trong chinh gitta vé burc di-lwong
die Thanh, hai bén tuéng v& réng chiiu;
ohinh gifra d& bat huwong bing da. Truéc
clra d€n, cach xa mat it, mot cai huong-an
xay gach. R6i hai bén d8i nhau bdn be
tho 19-thién, lung twa kigu tam son, hai bén
hai con rdng bo, tho Tir phdi (Ting-t&k, Manh-
Té&, T&-Tw, Nhan-Ho6i). Ding hin v& sau
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b¢ tho tr Phoi, méi bén ndm bé tho Thdap-
(ri¢t, (muwoi vi giéi hoc tro dire Thauh)
traedc mbéi bg c6 mot bé con. RS ra mot
cai vin-chi noi khoa-muc. Tam phai ngirng
lai mot lic d& ngim. Tién miy budc niva,
dén trudc ctra dinh, mot toa dink ba chiée
lien nhau chay dai nim gian voi mot cdi
san lat gach, chung-quanh bao ludng. O
ngoai la mét cai ao lang radt roéng, nhirng
cd gai lang ra «'iv» nde hay gidt dis
dang cwoi cwoi néi noi ron-rid. Thidy ba
nguoi di qua voi ganh hom- di trude, cécco
ngirng tay trong theo, vd noi chuyén, Tam
ling tai nghe thiy:

— Truong cu Nghe lai thém mot bac h()c
tré nira. :

— Con cai cau kia chic di hiu com~ »roe.

4o ndo? Trong co vé hoc tro day chir.
Bigt dau hai ong kia lai cha Ia nguoi dua
cau ta di hoc? _

— PhAi, cau hoe-tro cta chi Tan ddy | Bi
ma theo nguoi ta dil ngit 8y ma hoc- tro
lang nay! Cu Nghé c6 day ai bé bong nhuw
thé dau?

— Ngé bay gio ¢6 nguodi bé thi sso ?

— Ngo c6 ngudi bé thé thi phiin chi Tan!

Tam nghe thdly ciing phél pbi - cudi lam
6ng d6 phai bao:
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__Co6 di mau lén con, con cudi gi diy.

Tam rdo buoc, ving con nghe thdy ti€ng
ciac c¢H cudi noi. ,

Gii da chidu. - Tiéng hoc tro dd ving
khip moi nha., rangrang nghe riit vui tai.
Ong d5 Tri dua Tam xudng mii cudi lang
vao nha 6ng Pho Lién, noi 6ng tro hoe
niim xwa. Cad bon vira vao dé&n cbng, éng
Pho dang loav-hoay nhd ¢b & sin, trong
thdy voi dirng 1én cii ddu chao:

— Chao thily ddal Lau nay thidy milai
dén choi! chao cac é6ng a!

— Khéng dam, chao ong Pho, o6ng van
khée manh chir. Co dong sy-tir tro khong ?
toi mudn dem ghi 6ng thing chiu niy.

— Vang a, rudc thiy va cac 6ng vao nha a.

Ong phé dwa ba ngudi vao nba, via di
vira noi:

— Sang nidm d&n khoa thi réi, nén nam
nay treong Cu ddng ldm. Méi méng muoi
ma hoc trdo cac noi di dén nhu nudc chiy.
Ra dudng nhan-nhadn chi cham tran nhitng
hoc tro. o

Ong do hoi lai :

— Ong Ph6 c6 dong hoc tro tro khéng ?

— Nidm nay ciing déng cac thiy Iy dém
tro, t4t ca. tam thldy rdi. Con hen d€p rim,.
miy thily & Doéng vao nita. Hién gio cé&



I}t NGHIFN 175

nim thiyv iin com nha chau. Con ba thiy
& ben Thu-tri thi thdi com 1dy. Cac thﬁ:\t
Jy via di-dau ca, chi c6 thidy Tu#in nim
ngt kia. Moi hai ngai ng6i. Ngéi kia cau,
& day ciing nhu & nha ma!

Tam nghe (b&y noi d€n minh, dang ngim
khfip nha, cling véi ngdi xudng sau hai
ti€ng :

— Vaungal

Cai nha g6 ni.: gwn riag thénh thang.
Hai din ke hai rdy pban gé sat liét-ban,
1:&n vao cua soO trong ra veon che. O hai
gian trong c6 hai givong voi mot cai 4n
thw quang diu dé trén  d& mot chi‘)ng
sach in, mgt ong cim but biing cai Ong
tre lip len miéng go vuong, va miy cai
dia tiu vO duug lam nghién. 0) gic <'{ra
mot cai sap go chan quy, va m()t bo ky tre
voi mot cai ban son ba ting. o géc nha
miy cai hom vuong d& chdng 1én nhau : hom
ctia cac thiy do tro hoc.

Ong Pl o Lién d& 6ng db Tri va ong yl
Tudéng ngdi udng nuwde & treong-ky, roi
xudng nha dudi bdo con lAm com. Con hai
ngudi voi nhau, 6ng ly hoi o6ng do:

- — Bay gio thily dwa chau vio hiu cu lén
hay mai ?
— Bay g'¢ chir. Nghi chan n ¢t :8i vao
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hiiu cu, noi voi cu truoge, mai chi viée vao
hoc. Mai cu ban, noéi chuycén thé nio duwee..

— Bim thily, téi co di dugc khong ?

— Duge, Ong ciing di cho vul. Va oug
ciing nén di vio chd Khoa-mu~ dai than ma
bi&t cai vé trang-nghiém dao-mao, 1¢& thoi
cao-quy noi cta Khong sin Trinh.

— Vang the& ta di dil

— Huwom mot ti dia, dé chau no do moi
chan, ¢6 dau chian Iim khéng chau ?

— Bim thiy khong a?

— C6 moéi 1im khong ?

— Bam khéng a! con di duwgc a!

— U nao thi di, chv cu Thin cho ganh vao
trong nay. Ong ly m& hom Ildy 1€ ra..Ong
Pho oi! ong 14y cho mugn cai qua.

— Dal.., Vang a |

Ong Pho dua qua lén. Ong do dit 1€ vao :
m¢gt budng cau, mot chai rwonu, mot chue
banh mat va hai quan tién. Ong day niip
qua lai, rdi quay lai bao: ‘

— Chit cu Thin déi di nay! Thoi ta di..

Ong, phé & nha nha. Ching téi vado cu mgt
hie.

e . . . .v . e -
— Vang r6i xin moi ciac ngai v& soi com..
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Cu nghé Pham-xa 14 mot tay  khoa-mue
co ligng nhiit vimg Nam nay. Cu von Ja
giong thé-gia vong-toc. Ong Tam-dai cu dé
Ci-nhan lam quan dén chive An - sat Ha-
ticn, tho tam mwoi hai tudi, did dio-tao
dugec nhicu bac khoa-hoan trong Trica
ngoai NOi. Ong than-sinh dé Pho-bing  lam
dén Thi-Lang bo Ho, réi vi bénh cio hoi.
Cu Nghg, tén 14 Trin tién-Thanh, dé thé-
khoa trwong Thanh nim bai mwoi bat va
tign-si nidm ba mwroi tudi. Cu dd lam d&n
Tri-phfi, quyén tlay  An-sat. Sau nhan vi
cu Bing dm yéu luon, cu cio quan xin v&
nhi nnoi cha, mong * an Hoing - 8 sfc
chuin, cu v& m& troeong day hoc, gin xa
mo tiéng khoa-bang nha cu, kéo .dén theo
hoc ngay mot d(‘)ngf(}i(‘)ng—giﬁ mirdi nilm
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gioi thiét-treong (1) cu dd rén dic ném
bigt bao éng Ctk, 6ng Tu, ong Bang, ong
Nghe, cu di nghi€ém-nhién ddéng dia vi gia
ca trong vin than xu Bic. Si-tiv Bfic-Ha
hiiu khip dcu la hoc-tro cu, béi ai cling
déu truyén nhau la hoc truong cu dé do,
nén ké& giin vung, nguwoi xa xo6i & tan Bie,
tan Pong, tan Doai, ciing khong ngai nghin
dam ddn lwongtheo hoc. That vay, vén bat
& truong cu rén theo quy-tic (ruong thi,
dwa theo nhitng bai thi cac khoa truée,
lai c6 cac quan Ddc-hoc tlinh Nam va cac
tinh lan-cdn cang cac quan Hulin-dao, Giio-
thu tai chwe, thuong dén choi day giap-
va chim bai, nén Lkoc trd dugc nhiéu kinh-
nghiém & truong thi va th#u ré giong viin
khoa-ctr, vao no1 dan vin tran biut rit cé
hy-vong tén chi€ém bang vang. B&i 1é deé,
hoc tro trwdng cu khoa nao ciing dé6 nbiéu.
Va ciing béi 1@ do, ong do Tri cét céng
dua Tam dé€n cho ky dugc, hong cho chan
mau nhat g cach trang (2).

Ong d6 dwa Tam vao d&n cdng ‘cm
Nghé.

1) Thiét truong : dit man day hoc

2) Mot chir cach tring, nghfa 1a hém nay cbn [ES
anh hoc tro sing ngdy mai cé tén dd, a3 I1a mét
ngudi sang trong cich Dbidt ngudi thud-ng
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Mot céi cdng ngodi cae, miAu voi sam, rén
pht  gin khip, trén c¢6 ba dai-tg
« Thiéu Cao Dqi» (1) véi hai bén twong doi
cau d6i ring .

Gido dan thanh tuc do tw dgo,
Gidac hdu vién mé nhap tlm' mon. (2)

Tam doc qua tdm-tic khea hay, phuc ngay
giong viin noi dai-khoa quyén-quy; rd ra
cai c¢6ng nhia moét vi day nguoi, tac thanh
chc moi nguoi. Qua céi cdng Ay, vao mot con
dwong nho lat gach & gliva hai cai diu ao,
sién qua mot vwon ché vao d€n mot cai san
chung quanh xay tuong hoa. ‘Ba con che
niim trén he s6 ra cin. Bdn nguoi dirng
s6 lai nhau, ciim cai vot khua di khua lai.
Mot gia-nhan chay ra danh ché va héi khach,
Ong dd héi nay

__ Cu lon c6 nha khong bac? :

— Chao cac bac, cu i16i ¢c6 nha a!l céc bac
dén co viéc gi? :

— Chu vao bim véi cu 1on hé chung toi
ring o0 tén hoc tro Trin-viin-Tri & My-ly xin
vao hiu.

—_ \’:ing Xin rvdce cdc bac vao trong nay,

) it cno nho’n ldy & chuyén Vii- -dinh-Quoc aoy

Han 1am cong, hio the lam kha cao réng cho xe
ngira c& long &i vira.

2) Diy «¢an nén thoi tdt déu bédi con dudng

Day nguwdi sau khdi mé, vio cira nay.
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d2 t6i vao bim cuy, dirng dAy ché nd ciin, cu
gAt.

— VAng cht vao bim cu ngay cho.

Bdn ngudi theo chian tén gia-nhin bude
vao siAn, cai sin gach bat-trang rong, voi
trong cing mot gian hoa thién-ly che cai
vuon canh céd nh‘fi'v_g chau da dung nhing
gdc cay thanh hinh moi con thu va nhitng ciy
canh uon thanh con hac, con réng, va nhiiing
chau lan, chiau cic dea huvong thom mat ...
Bon nguwdi ré quiit vao nha ngang doi, cai
nha ngang day la nha bép, noi & cha Lo} to
trong nha. Mot mu dan ba gih cim  chdi
phily qua ciai phin bira bdi nhimmg con
nhirng nwée, nhitng vét chan ga, roi nging
Ién noi voi dng do:

— Cac thay ngoi choi xudng day. Cac
thay dén xin hoc phai khong ? Ndm nay cuy
toi nhan it hoc tro lam. Hom qua co miy
agudi dén déu bi vé ch.

— The a? Cu day kbai truong tor hom
niao hd my ?

Ong d5 Tri héi.

— Cu té6i mé6i khai hom mong tam, khai
som d8 thing hai ndy cho ngudi lhng di
khio. '

Nghe dén tiéng di khdo, Tam bt giac
giat minh. TAm ciing khong biét lam sao-
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lai giat minh duwge. Co 1€ Tam s¢ phai
di thi? Nhung trong long Tam vin mong
moi hoc d& di thi cho mau dd kia ma.
Thue ra cai y-nghi di khdao, Tam chura he
siin s6c d&n, nén Iin nay nghe thily dot-ngot
vé ky thi gin qud, Tam dam ra hoing sg.
Tuy vay, chi trong nhiy mit thoi, chang
chiin tinh dwge ngay. Thi vira lic nouodi
nhi xudng : °

— Cu truyén cac bac len.

Ong do dirng gidy, diin moi ngudi :

— Chu cu Thin doi qua lén, ding &
ngoai d¢i nhd, d® chang toi bung qui vio.

— Bim thily vang a!

Xa xa coO tiéng ling-bing :

— Pa dén day xin vio hoc con thiy voi ba.

Ong d3 khong d¢ y dén cau noi sd Ay &
dAu, quay lai din ong ly: )

— Con ong ly vao trong, thiy cu phai
phfi phuc xudng lay hai lay rdi dieng yeén
dirng co noi cau gi.nhé..

— Vang a...

__ Con Tam, con chio cu va lay cuy, rdi.
cu co hoi gi, phai néi riit cung-kinh, manh--
bao va luwu-loat, ding o fdp-ung, cu lon.
khéng cho hoc dau...

— Bim thay viing a!

_ Thoi & day dirng goi toi bing thay..
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Boan b8n ngudi theo tén ngudi nhi di hdt
he bép buéce 1éa cai he da nha trén, mot toa
nha ngoi ndim gian. Bi lwet qua bon gian
nha dong cra birc ban, d&n cai phong phia
tiy ngodi treo mot birc truéag bing voc do,
chii viét, bdn ngudi ding lai. Dy la phong
rieng ctia cu nghe nghi, ngoai gio hoc. Tén
ngudi nha vio trude, & ngoai viing nghe co
tiéng noi:

~- Cho vao;

Teén gia-nhan tho diu ra gat : ba nguwoi lin
lwot bude vao, déu chiip tay vai chao, roéi
phit phuc lay, miéng noi:

— Bim lay cu lon a!

— Biim lay cu lon al

— Bim lay cu 16a al

Cu nghe ngdi trén sap cit ti€ng sang-sang
truyén xudng :

— Thoi! mién 181

Ba nguoi viea 18 xong mét 18, nghe cw
truyén d&u binh than dirng ngay ngudi, cii
din vai vai. :

Ong A% chay ra ctta bung quad vao dil
xudng sap truwde mit cu nghe, m& ndp ra,
cim dua cho ong ly. Ong ly s& d& dua xudng
k& ngach. Trong phong im-ling mét lic lau.
Tam duwec dip ng&m nghia cu Nghe va gian
phong. Trac tudi gin sin muoi, voi b
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riu dai loa-sda triing nga nga con didm
thém miy soi den, voi doi milt sing va
sic khong phdi dang kinh, voi cdi tran cao
va bong, chua didm din, véi ciai mii « long
chuin » to va lhi’ing, cu trong ra vé con
nguwoi nra ticn nwa tuc. Mic cdi ao vai
dai hat-cau boc bong, kép do, phit trum
lén ca hai diu goi ngoi x&p biing, hai tay
diit vao hai bén ta do, d¢ lén hai bén dui,
cu ngdi strng sting nhw mot cai nai: Tam
doan day la quy twong, tudng cac vi quan
sang. Tam nhin dén gian phong: sat licn
ngay sip cu ngodi, mot cai an thw trén dd
lign bon chong v& bai, réi dén mot nghién
son to vi cai Ong but bdmf st riit dep,
cai Ong men triing bong Ve canh  « Liri-
Nguyén nhdap 1hién-thai » d¢ Kkhit vio mot
cii d€ biing g6 ticn son vang. Bén kia s.lp
sat voi clra so phia tdy, mot cai phan gé
hai (Em quang diu. Lién diy mot bo
bon cai ghé banh d& chung quanh mot
cidi mam soay déu bing g6 gu den bong.
nhw strag. Trén sa, treo mét birc hoanh
son then bon dai-tr thi€p vang gid-giin
« Thei Vii Xudn Phong» (1) cia hoc -tro-
Pinh-Stu khoa tign-s Nguycén-Lam bai tidn..

1) Mwa phii mua, glé mua xuin. Y néi cdng onu
Ong thdy mang mac thim nhuin nhu vay.
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Chung quanh gian phong, frén coét, trén
liet-ban, treo la-liét nhirng caa d3i theéuy,
cau ddi son, ciu ddi kham, toan la nhirng
mon-dé di thanh danh phan d&€ ting lai,
d2 ghi chut long bidt-on va kinh clin. Tam
l6a cd mit, khong th& nhin doc xi& nhirng
hang lac-khoan d¢c nhirng cwr-nhan, tién-si,
b8-chinh, an-sat, lai-bo, hd-bd, nodi cac. ..
Tam duong nhu lac vaio mét noi tricu-
dudng nao, ti€ng cu Nghe truyén béng keéo
chang lai, mot that ti€ng dong nghiém-nghi:

— Cac thdy ngoil Cac thiy d&n viée gi ?

Ong ds Tri kham-nim chip tay thua.

— BAm cu lon, van-sinh, Trin-vin-Tri,
tam-traong & MJ.-ly, nhap mon cy lon nim
Hoi. ..

— Phai, 10i nho! Cac thiy ngdi. . .

Ong d6 vin khtm-nim thua .

— Bim cu lén, Khoa Ti truéde, vin-sinh
nho dugce cu lon tac thanh cho vao dwec
dén Tam-treong. Chi hi&m gia tinh biin bach
ra vao clra cu-lon it qua, vAn con khao-khat.
malt. . .

Cu nghé gat gat diu.

- U1

— Nhung th€ chwra sao dwge. Nay goi la
c6 chit bac 18 d&n cira cu-l6n, lay xin cw
cho tén Tam day (6ng db gio tay chi vio
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Tam) n! dp moéa cu lon vao lop Buai lip d€
Lkip thi khoa Mio nay.

Cu nghe tron mit chirng-chirng nhin Tam .

— Thily noéi tén nay a? No bé the nay d&
chiac hoc gi dugec. O day khéng hep gi gia
tré, nhung chi e no khong theo kip ma cir
ép no, no dudi sire, dam ra chan.nin thi co
hai. ..

— Dal biim cu lon, vln-sinh d& trom phép
nghi dén diéu &y rdi. Nhuwng thua culén, hoc
Igc tén nay, vin-sinh dam trém phép tin la
di dua doi véi cac ban. Vin-sinh dai cho thir
stc voi cac s§-tir trong vung da tirng theo
Foc cac dai-trwong va dia nhiéu phen l8w
chdng, thi thdly d®n san san ca, khong hon,
khong kém ldm. Nén mdi ldn 161 ra tim dén
(ra cu léon, xin cu lon rd long thuong cho
tén 3y duwoc nh:‘ap mon, hoc ldv nhiing 18
hav dao chinh ctia cu lon va nho du.lgc cu
1on, hiin dwge som thanh danh, that van phuc
cho vin-sinh lam.

— Th¥ tén #y voi thdy la th€ nio ?

— BAm cu-lén hin la chau goi van-sinl
biing cau. Xin cu lon dem on gidi be thwong
nhan cho tén 3y dugc theo hoec. ..

— Thily né6i th&, t8i ciing bi&t vay. P& mai
xem vin bai th&€ nao, roi luc v téi hdng
dinh. Bay gio t6i thir xem tai ni: tiép cia
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hin c¢6 kha Lkhéng? Con thiiy nay niia
mudn gi?

Opng 45 voi thua:

— Bim cu-lon tén nay la bd dé ra tén
Tam than dén lay ta va thanh-tam ciu
khin cu lén cho con dwgec du vao phin
téi-con cu lon.

Gioi dd sip t8i. Tén ngudoi nha dem cay
dén dau thidu-diu lén. Cai ngon dén bip-
bong leo 1ét va cu lwot di theo chign
gio, t0a ra mot mui khen - khét. Puge mot
lie, ngon dén ci lu- m& ddn réi bé hin
nhu cai cic. Ong d5 Tri voi lai gidn khéu
to ngon b#c chap ba lén, nhung lda chi
chay to dugc mot lat, réilai la-la lun dén,
tu thanh cai hoa dén xanh boc quanh dé.
Cu nghée hor mot cai, goi nguoi nha.

— Bay dau, thip cay bach-lap lén day
nhé. Pin dém ching bay dé sao th& nay ?

Ong ly Tudng tir ndy dén gio ding im
ling, hic nay khong bi&t hirng chi lam sao,
khong theo nh&i 6ng d5 din, lip bip thua:
¢“‘Bﬁm cu lon, ¢6 hoa den th& nay tdt
lam : ding nhu ca phurong-ngén thudng néi .

Thir nhdat dom-dém vdo nhd,
- Thit nhi chuét rie, thir ba hoa dén,

Ong con toan noéi nita, néi nhidu nhidu
nhitng di€u minh biét, nhung 6ng nhin
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ngang thily doi mil éng d6 cau-cau guéom
guom trong ong, o6ng im bt ngay. Cy nghe
dap :

— Cha bi&t co 18t gi, nhung bay gio hiy
chin t8i tim day nay: Bay dau cé6 mau
dwa cay sap bach-lap lén day khong?

Ong db kinh-cin noi xin 16i:

— Xin cu léa danh chir dai-sa di cho;
chu no v38n tho.lé6 quen tinh, khéong sao
ma sta di dugc nén dwong khong, thdt
ra miy nh&i phat ton-y !

Cu ngh¢ ngoi im khong noi.

Mot anh sang twoi ryc chi€&u qua ché
ctra ngd vao phong, at hiin cai anh sang
ti-mu cua ngon dén. Roi mot thi€u-ntr khuén
mit xinb-twoi rge-rd bén ngon né€n dwong
rung - rinh, uyén-chuy&n buwoc vao phong
nhu gio ludt, cip mit den nhay vi choi
Ira, dem d#t cay n&€n vao yén siacn. Tam
dang trd mit nhin thi€u nir, thi ti¥ng cu Nghe
sang sang lam chang giat minh cui gim mit
xudng vira then vira sg, s¢ cu Nghe bt gip
cdi nhin 8y, cu da nghi khong cho hoc
nira thi chét.

- Sao khéng bdo chiing n6 mang lén cho,
méy khong dét vai a hd Ngnyét? Lim gi
ddy ?

— Thua thay chﬂn‘g n6 ban ca, dira gion
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com, dura gid gao, dua dam beéo cho lon,
con dét hét sudt nghi #in com, me con bao
mdpng nén lén day a'! :

— U duogc! goi 1a bach.lap, dung goi la
nén, né&n nhd kia chir, to th& nay a? Thoi
di xudng.

Bay gio cu moi quay lai Tam, ngdm nghia
kj-ludng tir diu d€n chan, lam cho Tam s¢
dirng khong virng. Doan cu méi héi:

— Anh kia nim nay bao nhiéu tudi?
Tam con ngo ngac chwa kip gia nhoi, ong
d6 phai dap ho:

— BAm cu lon, tén ¥y nidm nay moéi muot
lim |

— Muwoi lam ma did hoc dugc th& cling
kha ddy. N€u qua nhuw nhoi thdy Tri noi thi
ngay sau ciing c6 phin vinh-hién. Trong
mit miii cling khoi-ngo ddy. DPa dén dav
fa nhan cho hoc, phai ¢ ma hoc, dirng d&
mang ti€ng x3u & treong nay va dirng phu
moi ngudi ky-vong & minh, nghe khong?

Tam run s¢ hé dugc mot ti€ng:

— Dall

— Anh lam bai tho nay t6i xem : « Thién-
kg hoa-binh ». Coé bi&t chit dau khong?

—Da ¢6 al chit Kinh Dich qué Ham.

— BPuoc rbi, gidy but day lam ngay dil

~Cu Nghé gio tay voi nghieq son, rut cat
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bit & trong 8ng mo& trap 13y to gifly tréng,
dua it ca cho Tam; Tam lai gin chip tay
‘Al va noi :

— Bim cu lon, tiu-tr xin bai Iinh.

RGi ciAm ldy moi tht dem ra cai phan,
nim xudng loay-hoay vigt.

Trong khi @y. Cu Nghe noi chuyén voi dng
4o, hoi thim tin tre mily ban Vin-than mién
trong. nhu quan Dd&c  Viin-chu, quan Hu#n
BDai-dong.

Mot luc sau, Tam dd vidt ding-ta bai tho
dem lén trinh cy nghe. Cu cim 8y to gidy.,
gio cao lén gin ngoun nén doc, nét mit cy
thinh-tloing lai cau lai, khi€n Tam trong
th#y ma trong long hoi-hop lo so. Doc xong
cu d& to gidly xudngsip, rdi nglng diu lén
nhin Tam va 6ng d6 Tri. Cu khen mot vai
y, ché cau tam, tir, chita mily chit, sau cung
k&t luan, cong nhan Tam co the theo lop
dai-lap dugc va bing long cho Tam & lai
hoc tai truong.

Pén day ba ngudi dEu xup xufnz lay cu
Nghe va xin céo biét. Cing nhu hic meoi
vao, cu lai mién I& cho, va con goi nguoi
nha :

— Bay dau, tréong cho cho cac thdy y ra
d&n cdng! |

Ca bdn ngudi ra v& déu vui mirng hon-
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hé, tuy déu do mot co la Tam dugce cu
l6n wng-nhan, ma néi vui & méi nguoi co
mOt vé riegng. Cha cu Thin khong bi&t gi ca
thi vui mirng lic ra vé khong phai doie
cd nita, bay gio di dit ngia niip qua len
ma cdp nach. Ong do6 thi hon-ho:

— Tot chi s¢ cu khong nhan cho lai gift
nhau vé, that mang ti€ng voi 6ng, ma chiu
nd mil nhué-khi di.

Ong Ly lai mai nghi khac :

— Mai t6i v& nhé, thidy & lai voi chau,
xem cho né hoc hanh va chi bao né. Toi
vé bao tin cho bu chau va bac chau mirng..

— Nhao, &lai mot ngay nira, di dau ma
voi. Voi ndm, voi thang, voi doi, chir voi
mot ngay al
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Sang hom sau mit gidi di lén toi ngon
‘tre, chi®u téa anh vang twoi sang, lam tan
lan swong mu tring duc, Tam theo ong do
Tri cang miy ngudi ban cing tro & nha
ong Pho dén truwdong cu nghe. Bi d&n ngi ba
gitta lang, tir ngd chay ngodt ra m¢t nguoi
dirng tudi, vira vay vira goi :

— Poi toéi voi, cac ong doi toi voi |

Ca bon ding lai, ngwoi kia di thong-tha
lai, ti€n d&n, tay phe-phdy, miéng nci:

— Chao cdc quan bac al A a, bac do
Tri, bac Nguy&n-Di&u Binh-Son, bac Nhit
Khoat. Sao khéo ri nhau di thg?

Mot ngudi néi:

— Nguoi ta cung & voi nhau mét nha ma
Jai. .

— O the thi vui v& qua nhi? Bac dd Tri
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nim nay ciing dén hoc do? BDén hém nio
thé ?

— Toi mai dén chiu t6i hom qua. Nhung
khong dwgc di hoc nhw ciac biac. Toi dwa
thiing chau nay vio hoc cu va nhd cie bac!

Ong dd vira n6i vira chd Tam. Nguoi kia
nhin Tam chiim-chiip :

— Quan bac ¢ day thé, chie d¢ dau dam.
3¢ nhuwng bé hat ticu. Bing 8y ma di dén
hoc truong cu, #t ching tay vira. Con hay
chiau bac diy?

— Chau _goi bang cau diy mid. Toi noi
thue chir co6 dung y gi dau. Toi cho chau
A&n hoc trén 1a nho cu, dudi phai nhd cac
bac. Chau no con bé dai, nén toi phai an-
cin trong cay & cac bac. Ché cu thi cao xa,
cha nhé& nhiit nhiit cai gi ciing cr dem lén
hoéi cu sao duwge. Hoc thiy khong tdy hoc
ban, xin cic bac cu coi chdu nhw con cai
& nha, thiy didu gi trdi 16i, cic bac cir bio
thang ngay cho, cai on 4y ching téi xin
minh tam khic cét,

— Bac day qua thé Cung ban di hoc voi
ithau lam gi ¢6 an voi hué.

— Cho muon mot quyén vin, bdo mot
doan siach, nhfic giap mot ky bai, la on
ddy; sao bac lai bdo 1a khong dugc?

— Chuyén! diy la vigc thwong. Minh bao
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nguwoi ta cdi ndy, nguwoi ta bdo minh cai
khac. Nguwdi no nhd nguoi kia ca.

Mot ngudi trong bon hdi :

— A quén, nghe néi dén ky bai, minh
mdi nhé ra hom .aay ky gi nhi bac nhidt nhi?

Ngudi duong noi chuyén voi ong ds Tri
quay lai cudp nhoi:

— Hom nay bit diu ky Kinh-nghia.

— Ong d5 hodi:

—- L& 18i van nhw truéc hay cé khic.
Hinh nhw c¢6 kbic thi phdi? Kinh - nghia
trudge kia ngay 1é co.

— Phii, cu moi doi. Bay gid méi thang
ba bL3¥n kinh-nghia, hat tho  pht, ba win-
sach va bai tir-luc. Ngay chiin Kinh-nghia va
vin sach, con ngay 1é& tho phuy, tie lyc.

CA bon vira d&n cdng, ai nily déu im
bit. Qua cdng vao sin roi ti€n lén nha
hoc, & dfy lsc-dac di co nhiéu ngudi. Nha
hoc .1a mot cai nba gh lop gianh chay giai
sau gian, ghép liét-ban, b3n chudng cira
buom canh lim chiic chiin, d3i dién voi day
nha b&p. CA bon budc viao nha, a8 sich v
vao gilra phéan; roi chay di chao nhau, héi
nhau, noéi.chuyén rat la than-mat, véi mot
giong nho db nghe. Vi cu Nghe chwa sang
truong. Ong d5 din Tam di gigi-thi¢u voi
cdc ban qnen bi&t clia Ong vAlam quen ci
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voi cac bon moi la. Ai ai déu 10 mol v
hoan-hi duoc bigt tinh danh nguyén-quan
cta nhau, hm thiim d&n ca nhung vi dai-khoa
trong ving. O ugOd., sy-tar van luc-tue dén.
Lai chao nhau, lai gigi-thi¢u, lai héi han. Va
cir th€ miai. Tam mai vao cau chuyén voi
ngudi nay, nhly sang cau chuyén cia nguoi
khac, quay di, ngoanh lai ma cudi, ma nei,
ma hoi, ma thuwa voi nhitag bac dong-mon
hon tudi, — ¢6 bpguoi hon cd tudi ong
do, — Lo sofin-suyt dén soa ¢ "u nguoi bau

bong mot cach vira than-u |, vita khinh-
thuong. .

Mot hic lau, hoc tro did dép dong-dq ¢
roi, ngoi 1o-nho dic h@t ca sdu gian nhg,
Ho quay sang tu hoi voi nhau néi vE vzp
chuong bai vo.

— Pé moi vo duge ba quyén Vin-sieh
«Quoc trieu lich khoa». Trong Ay lim hai
bay tuyét. D6 Thi-khoa, Cu-nban cling dang.

— Huyah xem ciing d& cho d¢ muga ‘dé
chép nhé

— DBt cho d2 mugn truoe kia. B¢ cho
muon lai quy8n nay hay lim kia.

— Bugel ThE nao dé¢ cling xin d¥ bia
chr huynh théa sirc ma xem. Huynh dinh
¢ho d¢ muyn lai quydn gi vay ? '

—A tap Phu cta quan Hoang-Giap L3
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kbfic-CAn ma ong Cir DPong-Phu Nguyén.
tién-Lai chép lai coOng-phu 18m. Phu cta
quan Hoang L& d&n cw Nghe ciing phai
khen 14 hay.

Ho mai néi chuyén véi nhau d&8 Tam
dwgc ranh thi gid ma ngm chung quanh
nha hoc. Trong siu gian nha, trir gian
gitta 12 noi cu Nghe ngoi, ¢ k& giwong va
ddi trwong ky. voi & trong cung co- mot
cai yén thw dé ba 4 sich litn nbau, con
gian nao ciing toan co6 phin véi cai ban
moc dé sich vo. Hoce tro déu ngdi chun
quanh phan, con sich v& éng but vit ca

gifta phan, co ché d& gon, co ché vit
bira bon. Trén si nha, chd gian cu Nghe
ngdi treo mot bire hoanh son do thi€p
vang voi bdn chit « THAL- SON BAC-DAU »
(1) cia hoc tro hang Huyén bai ti&n. Trén
mai nha cung gian #y, cing mot bic trudong
théu cha hoc tro Thanh-héa mirng khi cu
dé Tidn-si. Chung quanh nha méi cot mot
doi cau d3i gbé son va trén liét-ban, cing
kin nhitng truong va cau ddi bing voc,
biing sa théu, Tam thdy toan la nhiing vat
mirng, vao nidm Giap-thin va nim Gidp-t
la hai nién-hiéu ddng ghi nhe nh#t cia cu

1) Ynéilamtiéu bieu nhu nui Thai-Son, sao Biic-Diw.
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nghe : nim Gidap trude cu doé :I‘ién—slf, Giap,
sau cu lén tho nim muwoi tudi vi mirng
con dd Thil-khoa. Poc dén lac-khodn Tam
thiy déu 1a nhitng bac quan to, chive
trong ci. Chang mién-man lién-tudng ring
mot ngay kia, khong xa lim, chang sg ciing
co6 mot doi ciau ddi gi son son thiép vang
mirng cu Nghe treco ngang hang V(')o'i nhirng
cau ddi kia. Va ciing pho Llén tuoi chire
tede, khoa-danh voi nhitng nguodi co tén
trong lac-khoan kia. Doi cau doi dy phai
bing g6 son son, tuy khong dep bing
son then kham xi -cw, nhwung Tam thich
hon, béi vi no bén lau hon, son then chong
bac, mad kham thi chong long. Tam ciing
khong wa cau ddi bing vai voe. Chang chi
mudn cai gi lan dai dé phoi tén tudi minh
mai-mii & chdn « qudn anh ty héi » nay.
CGon gi lau bén bing caun ddi g6 son son.
Chang tudng twong doi cau ddi Ay sB treo
vao gian gitta du¢i bire hoanh, ¢hd cu nghe
ngoi, d& moi nguwoi phai quan chiém, phai
luu y dén dai-danb minh — dai-danh ong
nghe Tam ! Chang béng mirng ru lén :

— A ha'! Khoai |

Moi ngudi deu ngoanh ci lai va hdi :

— Cai -gi vay ?

--Sa0.?. Sao ?
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-- Cai gl mid org lan hé clin 10i khoai
thé !

Ping gian cung bén kia ving co liéng
dua dén:

-~ P6 vt miii chwa sach #y hoc voi hank
gi. Chuc dén day ma gid tro ra diy. Con
la gi Jdo d6 Tri mién trong, di ndm khoa
moi vao dén Tam-trudng mi ra ‘bo ta day
ké gio, dem chiu > dén day cho theco doi
vai chiung minh. No s6 ngot ching minh
ddy... o

Tam nghe thily tr phia noéi cd vio minh,
vira then vira tirc, chita bi&t noi ra lam
sno. Ong 46 Tri vao gid nhoi ho:

—— Thua c¢dc quan biac, chau no thiy
duge cu lon nhan cho vao hoc, dur~e siin
can hitu-ha cic ban dan anh, né ‘murng qua,
day a |

Co miy ngwodi noi:

—-- Thwa dai - huynh, dai - huynh cir noi
vay. Li titu-dé dau dam.

—— Mtrng ma kéu « khodi », mjt la tré con,
hai 1a co tinh y gi riéng.

— Tré con duat di rd, chit lim gi ¢o
tinh y riéng & day.

-
.

R va s . ' s 3. »
Béng ci truong im thit, rao-rao dung ¢a
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giay, ai nfly chip hai tay cui diu vai, chiao:
— Lay thiy al!
— La) thay a!
— Lay thay a !

Tam ngh&n ¢b nhin ra gian gita. Mot
« 0ng » hoc-tro duwng gin giwong cui khom-
khom, kéo vubng viin cai chiéu lai: mot
tétn hoc trdo nhd dit cai diéu giong lén
giwrong, cai di€u kham nam bac, ¢c6 cii xe
truic dai vét-véo cong vol lai sau. Mot
dira nira diit cai trap den boéng bén canh
cai diéu,.. R6i méi dén cu nghe vao. Biu
cu quin khiin nhi8u tim che kin ca mai
toc bac. Cu vAn mic cai ao diai hat cau
kép d6, cim mot tap gidy cuon tron  lai,
chan di déi dép da. Cu dén gin givong
buéc manh 1én, khom-khom lung di vao
gitrta giwomg, quay. mit ra ngoi xudng,
hai chan qufip lai x&p bing. Cu- ngéi
ngay ngin bé-vé & chinh gitta giuong
hai tay ludn qua ta 4o de lén hai dui,
— didu nglng 1én nhin tit chA hoc tro, hinh
nhu tm tdi ai. Moi nguoi déu im ling d@
doi cu truyén bado. Cy nhin quanb quin,
co 18 dd legng s8 hoc tro, doan cu cui
xudng md cudn gidy cim & tay luc ndy,
gio lén cho moi nguoi tréong thiy. Trén &
gﬁiy tring nga,. mily giong chu' son viét yira
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phai d& moi nguyi ditag xa déu co thd trong
ré6 dwge, nét chit mia mang mém - mai,
cO mot vé dep gia-giiin. Cu dit to giiy xudng,
dé cdi nghién son lén trdc cho gi6 khéi
bay, rdi lai ludn tay vao hai bén ta ao, rugg
rung dui, cu noi;

— Hom nay. biit diu ky kinh - nghia the
nhit., '

Cu nghé vira moéi ndi, tie thoi tit ca dsu
chen nhau don lai gin d& nghe lam nao-
dong 6n-ao ci lruong, cu phadi nging Iai,
nghiém-nghi, trong mit nhw ¢6 y bio moi
ngudi phai im bit. Ai ndy im ling khé tién
lai dirng vay quanh giwong cu; c6 ngudi
phai nhily qua phan, budéc qua cd vy —
mot didu riit kieng -- &8 mau lai hep thanh
vong vay. Khi vong vay da viing Vilg va
kin dao, ai nily déu im ling, va chim-cha
nhin vao cu, lic iy cu moi ung-dung sang-
sang noi :

-- Sang niim dd dén khoa Mio roi. Vay
mudn dé dat, cin phai hoc tap rigt tir bay
gio. Viin c8t chuyén ma v3 cBt luyén,
khong chuyén, khong luvén, thi hay miy
ct’nlng viit di. Nén bit diau tir nay & day toi
gia thém. ky bai. Méi thang ba EKirh-nghia
hai vdn sach, hai tho phi, hai tir luc. Kinh-
nghia & ngay Irieéng nhat Ja mot ‘ky kho
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hon va cin hon ci. Muoi pbin (hl fruong
nhét bi loai d&n sau biy phian. Béi vay toi
phai thém kinh nghia lén baky méi thang.
Tir nay d&n thang chin sang nim ca thiy
hai muoi thang, trir di hai va git thang
nim, mot vy thang muoi va mot thang tét,
vi chi con mudildm thing. Muéi 1am thang
mdi thang ba ky lhaoh ra... tam ‘n'gfi .

nhat thap ngii ... b8n mwoi nbhim ky, bo
hia di ndm ky, goi & b8n muoi ky, ma
luyén tadp chu-ddo ciing di kbha 1&m  ddy.
Vay cir ngay ngau. 1a kinh-nghia, vdn sach,
ngay co la thi pha, tir luc. Thuwong-tuin
moét Kinh-nghia, méot vdn sach mot thi piai.
Trung-tudn mot kinh-nghia, moét i Iue,
mot thi phi. Ha tuidn mot vdn sdch, mot
tir luc, moét kinh nghia. Hom nay la ky
kinh nghia diu tién. Ky sau, t& luc vao
ngav rdm, tho phu vao ngay tdm. Ci diy
ma suy ra. Piy anh Ninh dem gidn diu
bai lén bang cho cac anh 3y chép.

Cu nghée duwa to gidy cho Ninh. N'nh
cim ldy dang 1én r& vay ra tirc thi ca
vong vay déu tan mat vE& cac phan nhw
mot dan rudi bi dudi. LAm k& chi chuc
giing 18y to gidy & Ninh d& xem truéec,
nhung Ninh by tay ra ma git:

—O hay! Céc aoh nay, rdi treo lén
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kia thi xem chén, lam nhuw cuop giat vay.
Hoc tré hay la twong cuop !

Ro6i1 Ninh cam to gidy chay ra ngoai he,
18y cai bing gé mdc mdéng va mot it com
neé¢p ma dua tro be¢ con di rcang dén, miét
léen (rén bang, roi gian & gilly diu bai
lén, dem treo vao cai moc cau ddi & cét
gitta.

Cai biaug dé-muc dd treo cao, moi ngudi
déu chiim-cha .nhin lén. Trén bang co- ba
diu-de¢ vidl to. Duwoi méi diu-dé lai co bai
chit viét vé giong bén. Tam ciing nhw moi
nguoi cim bat viét diu-dé vao vo, _chang
viét xong, ngoi ngam-nghi doc lai:

« Duy nhan-gi& ndng hiéu nhan, ring &
nhdan » (1) (Pon cu).

« Tdc dan hung w nhaa (2) (Tiét-thwgng).

« Pai hoc chidao (3) (Hu-mao),

Tam doc xong, cau may lic diu suy-tinh:

— Quai la, don-cu, liét-thwong, hu mao,
la nghia th& nao. Minh chua thiy ong do
noi dén bao gid | p& minh- phadi héi xem.
Tam nglog tim ang dd. Ong con dang
mai thi-thim noi chuyén véi m¥y nguei
1) Chi co ngum nhin co thv bigt yéu nguod, bigt
ghét nguoi.

2) Thoi din dua nhau theo diéu nhan.
3) Cai dao Bai-hec.
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ban dang n3m chau diu vao nhau ‘rén
chi€c phan lidn diy. Tam dang bau-khodn
ngdi thir mit nhin moi ngud, ké thi nim
vi&t, nguoi thi gi¢, sach xem. Chol co tidng
roi diap xudag giwdng luon miy nhat, THt
ca moi ngudideu chay lai ding thanh vong
vay nhu trude, im ling cho nghe. Cu nghe
u-ir trong hong ldy giong réi noi:

— Ba d3u-d& kinh-nghia hom nay ba 18i;
18i don-citr, 181 tigt-tlargrng, 16i hi-mao. Trong
bon cac anh day, c¢o anh Dbi&l roi, ciing cod
anh chwa bi&t, nén t0i giang lai ci cho
caic anh d& lam. Don-ci la don-dé vao
mot cau gém du y tr. Nhw cau « duy nhan-
gi& ndng hidu nhdn, ndng & nhdn », 1a vy né-
dén ca vao trong cau #Hy roi. To trivde
dé€o gio vAn c¢6 cai thuydl « frai phai, hw-
thyre, dédo thugn, chié khach». Song ciai ~hé
déc-luc nhit, d&u thu vao ci ché khéi-didm.
Chd khéi-didm d3 nfim dugc roi thi thé
d@ nhu che fre, nén toan thién déu nén
dung chir thye lam c8t, chit hie chi 48 phw
hoa ma thoi. Lgi tigt-thuwong 13 mach 1y dsu
& phdin trén chu vin cA, ma dem phiin trén
cét bd di. Nbw diiu-db «. ... Tde dan hung
w nhdany, y khoi mao d¥.& phin trén: can
-cd. Ddn hung w nhan chi 1a~ *i k& qud
1hoi. C4i phép lam vin 18i nay ., .+ Iud
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Iu6n nghi dén phan van trén; nhung khéng
nén d& cho lidn véi y trén. Nguoi the
khéo chi theo cau nay ma dao nglr(rc bao
quat ci cau trén chir khong theo vin trén
thudn vao cau nay. C8t y& la khién cheo
ca cdi thin-ly trong @& vin hoan-bi ma
khéng c6 cai bénh liér-thwong. M&i vé (cb)
ddo lin, phép tic trong v&€ d& ra phire
tap. Lai cin phai cé tai khéo bi&n doi.

« Con 18i hu-mao 1a 18i néu cai hu 1én, nén
ngim tim tinh thiin buy®t mach & cau vin
dudi ma lam, nhung lxhéng nén chwong ra
ro-rang qua, vi thda tuy cdn dén, song plép
t{ic lai c¢im. Tom lai, chi nén thung dung
dem caun vin nhuw hoa., gwong, giding, nudec,
d&u & trwoce mit khong phai thwe. Cai cach
ngdm ldy & day ciing toan nhw hai cai vi-
du dy. V& sau (bau-cd) phai nhidu lin duag
cai phép tdn chii phén chiéu ; noi bong-bly
dén ma thoi.

« Ddy bay gio t6i cho binh ba bai v& ba
18i d& cdc anh nghe cho hidu rd va bt
chuobce .

Cu ngh¢ mé& trap. l”iy ra mot quydn vin
bia den nhanh, gay gén som, mep quél son
a4, cu d& quy&n sich xudng giuéng. Cu
ngdi sdm 1én, khuju tay bén trai 1y xudng
miit trap, hai diu gdi twva nhau ngad viao
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trap, tay bén phai cu m& nhiing trarg gidy.
M& dén trang cé6 cac bai di dinh, cu
soe cd ban tay dap manh xuBng cho nhiing
1 gidy phidng-phiu, rdi quay quy&n sich lai
dun ra mép giwong, diu sich vé phia cu,
doan cu d& tay phai lén khu ban chan, lic-
Ir tay, gdi nfim mong tay dai lén ndm mong
chian kéu cach-cach dcéu-déu, mom cu noi:

— Anh Nhi Twong binh di. (1)

Nhi Twong 1A mot ngwdi di ngodi ba muoi
tudi, hai meép va cdm da lan-phan rau den,
khuon miét sing sfia, noi chuyé¢n trong-tréo
ém diu nhwr con gai. Twong kéo cai ghd
diu con lai gin girdng, ngdi xudng im-o
1ay giong, nhin luwét qua anh em mim cudi,
roi ha tim mit xudng sach, noi voi cu nghe :

— Xin phép thiy con binh,

Vé&i mot giong ngam-nga nbwr hit, rd-rang,
va rang-rang, Tuong binh it thong tha
ding nhw 1¢ 18i nha trueong, mach lac phan
minl, cAu trén chuy&n sang cau dwéi rit khéo,
ai nfy d8u im ling nghe, 1dy lam khoai tai
14m. Hét tirng v& (¢8) mot, chang lai ngirng lai
dé& cu nghe din-giang, cu noi tron-tru 1im,
thao-thao bat-tuyét, cu dem nhitng ti-du ra
<ho nguéi nghe d& hidu. C6 nhirng ti-du minh

1) Vao d&n nhi tredmg goi la nhi.
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bach, con phiin nhigu la t3i-tim mo-ho,
nhung ai nily ciing ¢ hidu iy dwoe. HE
cu ngurng noi la Twoag lai ¢ mot tiéng lén
giong, binh. tidp doan sau. H& Dbai fy, cu
md& bai khae, 18i ti¢gl-throng, doi sang ngwoi
khac binh thay Tuwong. Cho dén hét ch
ba bai, cu Nghe con noéi thém mot it nira,
diin mot vai chit tho nén tranh, nhic nhitng
chit pham huy nén kiéng va thém qua loa
mity diéu ciin-thiét. Boan cu ding giay
buée xudng dit, sd6 chan vao dép di- ra
ctra: cu try vé phong. Tdt ca hoc tro déu
dirng 1én, chiip tay cii dau chao :

— Bim lay thiy al!

— Lay thiy a!

— Lay thay a!

Ao lén mot lic réi im, Hai tén hoc tro-
« con chdu» ciip trap va mang didu xudng
hiu cu. Th€ Ja budi hec tan. Vi la lop
hoc cha « quan vién dai-tdp» ma lai la 1op
hoc diu tién. Cic 6ng hoc tro x& gon
but nghién sach v& lai, luc-tuc ra vé nhw-
ngudi ta & nha dam ra.



CHUONG VHI

Vé dén nha tro, 6ng ly Twong di chay
ra doén: ,

— Toi cir twdng dén troa moéi Ve

Ong dd Tri dap:

— Lop dai-tap khéae, chi nhu (rwong tré
con & x6 lang minh Ay, k& nghia (rua gijt
ra chira hgt. _

Ong 1y quay lai hdéi Tam:

— Th& nao cau co d& bo-ngd khong cau ?

Ong db dap thay ngay:
~—Did ¢c6 téi no6i véi anh em, anh em
ai cling m&n ca. Chi con viec ¢§ ma hec
thoil o

Tam lAm ra v& niing-nju, néi mot cach.
trich moc thAn-mat vo&i ong db ;

— Ni¥m ngoai, thily " kbéng bfio con moi
18i kinh-nghia, lam con thoat thdy mdy chir
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ke 3y & duoi diu d&. cr ngin ngudi ra
chiing hidu gi cA. GiA cu Ngheé khong gidng.
thi that v cang cac!

— Nhao | khong biét ciing vAn lam duoc
bai. Cir hitu y trong diu-de la ra IHt.
Pdy chiing qua la nhiing 18i cic cu ncav
trude chia ra cho d& hitu, d&@ lam hon déi
chit, chnr ciing khong ‘clin gi cho lim!

— Nhwiag thwa thily, bidt dwoc van hon!

Ong 46 thily Tam c6 v& siing, ong hidu
néi bin-khoiin & Tam lim, nén ong diu-
giong noi nira dua nira that:

— Cii 4y di Dhiin, nhung ma thua ciu,
toi di bio cau ring chwa cin lim ma
«li», ndu cin téi dA day cdu roi. Cau
nghi lai xem trong ndm ngodi toi bdo cau
bhao nhiéu la thw. Noi 1€ -101 di thi 1a da
ci. Bao gio téi ciing mong ciu hon toi co
mi. Cac 16i kia biét thi hay. Co khong bigt
ciing khong sao. Va bAy gid cau biét ciing
di mujn gi dau mi cau da trach!...

Ong 1y Tudng nghe thdy vay, lién liu-tiu
vira chiip tay vai vira n6i: :

— Thoi toi xin thiy, toi cin cd toi lay
thly, con dai c4i mang ; chau n6 hén lio xin
thiy bét gian lam lanh, danh ngay cho né
mot tran no6 biét than,..

Ong néi lip-bép suyt-soa nhr nguoi khﬁm
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khira mét vi thiin nao lam cd bon (rong
nha tro phai bat cwoi ma khong daim cudi,
ho lang ra ngoai ci. Ong db ciing khong
nhin dwvgc cudi, noi:

—Ong lam gi wa r8i lén th&, nguoi ta
cuwoi cho kia kia. Toi co gian chau dau. Toi
bao cho chau biét ddy chu. Kéo chau lai
nghi téi day khong dén noi dén chon.

— Vang, toi xin thay.

Ong ly quay lai ming Tam:

— Sao may hén th& Tam, thiy do tac-
thanh cho may, chdc dd miy niim gioi, rén
dic cho may dén bay gio dwgc nhu thé,
ma may idn no6i vay a? Thé ma doi di hocl

Tam céi: '

—Con c¢6 néi gi dau. Con hoi thiy veé
cac 18i kinh-nghia ddy chu!

Noi xong, Tam ngoanh mit ra sin hoi
cau may, ling-bing. Xuwa nay chang vin
phuc ong d5, chang phuc uhw thin, nhw
thanh : 6ng d5 khoag nhiing la nguoi hay
chir, gidi van, 6ng con la nguoi dai-lugng
biét tan-tAim dao-tao cho chau ra -ngusi,
chang phuc cai tdm-dia cia 61g 1im, nén
lic nao chang cling t6 vé bi& on va kinh
m&n. Nhung voéi cai 6¢ théng-minh mau le,
hoi mot ti gi khang-khac 1a c6 thd gieo:rfic
hoai-nghi 'vao rbi.- Ngay tir ldc bién diuw



But NGHIEN 9

bai chang di dam nghi- nqo dén cai thong-
minh va cai long tdt cha 6ng d6, cé luc
chang di phan-van tw hoi:

— C& sao ong dd lai khong bao ta nhitng
18i dy. Phai, ¢& sao ? Hay la. ..

Chang pbai héi cho ra. Thi cau déap hrng
cia 6ng 46 cang lam rd-rang cai long nghi
ngd cha chang, cii nghi-ngd di dén din
budc duge vao noi chiic-chin. Do do chang
két luan ra hai co:

— M¢t 13 dng do kh()ng bigt.

— Hai la 6ng do khong mudn bao.

RO! tom fai ty giai dap :

—Ong d6 da di hoc lau niim, di thi
nhidu lin, ma khong biét cic 18i kinh-nghia
sao ? Vo ly, chiing qua ong bi&t, ong khong
mudn bdo ddy thoi!

Nhuwng chang lai tr cdi ngay:

— Bi& ma khéng bido minh, ra trudng
khac cim minh hoc dwec a? Minh ma hoc
dugc co phai ong 8y do mit ra khéong?
Vay khong phai ong #y khéng mudn bio,
chinh ong 3y khong biét!

Tuy-nhién, chang khéng chic 1im, chang
vin bi bin-khodn giita hal Yy - nghl Sawn
cung chang ci quyét:

— Ta phéi hdi cho ra!
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Ng6i nghi mot luc, Tam quay lai hoi dot-
ngot : :

— Bim thdly: C6 ba 18i diu-d& nay thoi,
bay con nhidu 16i nira?

— Con nhitu nira chir. Tt cad mudi lim
18i kia ma. Nhung chung-quy cling gin
twrong-tr nhau ca. Nguoi giéi thi khong cin
bi&t cac 18i 4y ciing lam thaoh bai.

— Thara thly, c4c 18i dy th€ nao, thiy noi
qua cho con nghe, d& gip nhitng cai d&
nhur vay, hidu déi chit réi ciing d& bd-ngo.
Cit nhr miy cadi dé ban sang, con th#y tirc-
firc la. ..

— U, di vay, tao gidng qua cho bidt dai-
khai thé', chir néi tuong-tin vira lau ma
chua chic cé6 ly-hoi dwrge ca khong. Phai
gip nhirng diu-dé nbu th& ma suy - nght

ra va cu st gidng thém cho ; luc bdy gio
méi muoi phiin chiic - chdn 14 - phan - biét
dwoc cd muwoi. T4t cad co muoi lim 18i
S&ng ngay di co-ba 18i rdéi, con mudi hai
18i, tao l&n lwot k& ra day:

1 L&i Tiét- ha hay la Xic-cudec la cai
dE bé mit doan van duoi di. Y trong d¥
pbhai hop véi doan du6i 8y méi tron ven.

2. L8i Ludng - phién (hai cai quat) la cai
d® hai cau d&u nhau d8i nhau.- CA bai cai
d& nay nén chia lam bai v€ d&u nhau. Trong
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hai v& 3y lai chira duog da tdm vE& cda bai.

3. L&i Tam-phién, d¢ c¢6 ba doan, bai
ciing nén bd-cuc lam sao cho ra ba v&.

4" L&i thap-tiét 1a cai d& cit doan nay
dé thém voi doan khac. Lam vidn nén k&t
tron lai thanh mét tang, khoag nén d& roi
rac, tuy ring diu dé bi cit gan.

5. L3i ky-swr, d& nay chi ghi chép céng
viéc ké minh din chung, khong phai bo-
budc lim.

6. L8i di¢p-cu, dé nhi€u cav, nhiéu chir
qua. Nén phai tach khon kheéo, ché @& bi
ché la trum diiu ldp miit.

7. L8i ti-hirng, 1a 18i d& dem vi du ma
goi hung chi vao viéc gi. '

8. L8i -lwong - tigl. Co khi toan chwong
ma ludng-tiét, c6 khi vai cau ludng-tiét, co
khi moét cau ludng-tiét, tirc la 131 d& co
‘hai phiin d&u nhau, d&u bd bol di méi
diog m¢t it. Gip nhitng bai nhu th& nay,
nén doan-k&t ca lai thanh m¢t khdi thi hay.
Ciing c6 thE lam ra hai v& nhu ludng-phidn
dé, nhung ddy la bi&n cach.

9. L8t kho-quin la 18i d% ra buéng
lirng, khéng co y nghia gi & d& cA. Phai
nban rd tirng -tich cia né, rSi sau méi
b&-cuc x&p 1&i, -ho#ic td hinb, hodic t& cénhb
dem nhitng doan vidn trén duéi cho né,
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giang-dit giy-gon Vi nhau, cho ¢® tirng
thir, thii khd ciing thanh {woi md quan
ciing phai the. o

10. L3i con-tac con goi la ruyén-dé ciling
gin gidng nhw I8i legng-tigl. Song ding
ludmg-tiét, hai ting hai y kbac nhau. Con
diing ¢¥n-tac tuy c6 hai y ma thuwc sudt
nhau nhu & mot giay.

11. L&i doan-lac. Cai dé nay nhiéu doan,
nhiéu nganh ngon lm. Khong bidt cach
lam la d6 v& hét. Cin nhit nén tw ché {6ag-
khéi va 101g-két ma ro-rét tinh-thin ra,
ché khéi nén dang hw, ché két nén ding
thire. Con trung-gian thoi tay dé ma pho-
diin.

12. L&i trang-dé, cb6 chd toan chuwong
trang-de, co ché lien chwong trang-dé. Gip
nhitng d¢ nhw vay phai bi&t phép: «lai,
tién, xuyén, quai» nghia la tim & trong dé
ldiy mot cau lam chd. Ro6i ché ndo ciing
dem cai cau Ay ra ma didu-khidn, van
hoa toan bai, khign nhitng tién roi diy
nhh deéu phai thu lai sién thanh mot giay
asi.

Ong a5 nodi luon mot mach hét mudi hai
18i, ong moi ngirng udng chén nudc ong
rot tir nay. Ong dd néi dén dau, TAm chim-
chiim cim but bién dén ddy. Ong dd thoi
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no6i, Tam cling d¢ but ngdi gidy, nét mit
hi-ha lim; mdi nghi-ngd tiéu tan hdt. Tam
thily hoi-han trot di ngo oan long (St ciia
ong do, chang bin - 18 uoi nhwe d8 chiia
then :

-— May qua! Th& Ia con hitu rdi, tuw
diy gip nhitng dd co chit ke, chir thich
nhuw ban sang, con khoag cudng niia. ..

Ong d6 udng xong nuwéce nghitm nét mit
noi :

— Day 1a ndi qua-loa cho ma hidu IHy
dai-khai thoi, chur dd hiu ranh-mach thé
nao duge. Pi khong hidu ranh-mach thi
ciing kho nhg. Phai gip nhitng diiu dé nhw
thé, phai ngim-nghi d¢ ¢d hidu, rdi cu
nghe lai giang thém vao, thi moi linh-hoi
dwge hét. Thé nao rdoi cu chi day dia JSi.
Cu day cin-than lim, chi con phii ¢8 ma
nghe, mi nhan.

Trong khi ong A0 noi vé moi. I6i d€ kinh-
nghia, nhitng ngudi ciang tro trong nha
cling d8u ngdi im chi-y nghe. Bav gitr thiy
ong noi A& xong vit Pan ctag Lhong hLoi-
han thém nfra, ho mui chém vio cdu chuyén.
MOt nguwoi dn noi vui-vé nbit, nét miit lic
nao ciing tuoi croi, dang nfim ngdi nhom
giay, rat cung-kinh thanh-that noi voéi 6ng
das:
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— Niy ! Bai-huynh M§y-ly, d¢ xin hoi. ton-
huynh cau nay, ton-huynh ¢o tha phép, dé
moi dam nét.

Ong d6 ciing vui vé dap lai:

— Gom chwe huynh day qua nhoi thé !
Chu huynh ¢6 ton y gi ban blo, d¢ xin
san~-sing dui manh...

— Cha noi dian gi ton-huynh, thily huynh
noi cac 10i kinh-nghia ré rang qua, ma chinh
dé¢ ciing it khi phan biét duwoc, dé¢ vat Iy lam
tham phue. Nhan nghe huynh néi, d¢ moi
nhé ra dé ¢6 mol diu-dé ma dé¢ phin-van
chua bidét dinh no vao I8i nao, dé mudn
nho ton-huvuh chi bao ho..

— Bai-huvah ma con phan-van, thi chic
dé ciing cha biét dwyc, nhirng xin dai-huynh
<tr doc, may...

— Xin ton-huynh ¢o tha phép d¢ moi
diam dgc,

— O'! Sao dai-huynh lai cit day vay ?

— Biim vi du bai hoi thé mét ti xin
ton-huynh bt chdp, dé moi dam.

— B¢ ddu dam. Xin dai-huynh ctt truyén.
Vén hanh céng khi...

Nguwoi kia voi cai didu, hat mot maeh
digu thudc lao, thé lan khéi tring tda bay
la-la, roi méi noi:

— Biu-d@ th& nay:
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« Gai to mda dd ngira nghé sém sao?

D¢ chiva ¢am cho nd vio I8i nao diy.

’ Ong do hai cau may, bidt ring cai bac
iy mia ngei ong choi, nhung trot di hia
réi, nén ong danh nén tie ma dap :

— 0, ¢o thé ma dai-huynh phii phan-
van. Py 1a 161 dé don-cti chw con gi.
Bao nhi¢u y a6 ranh-ranh ra dfy. Ra dai-
huynh tam tat tai, chi nghi di ché nao ZHy
thoi!

Nguoi kia van vui vé hoi :
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